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force, coule the Metropobitan, New Yoril, Prudential,
avelers, Aetua and Equitable. The Equitable isa t present
bhdrawing, but the other companies naxnedi show every
[icatien cf beiug more euergetic than ever.

Comiug down te statiastics, the. earliest officiai figures
atiug te the business appear in the first report ot the.
innon Superintendeut cf Insurance, published at thie end
the year 1875. The first year for which the business is
3orted is 1869. The rapid development may be noted
)m the table herewith, coxnpiled trom the reports cf the.
perintendent. For comiparison 1 have added seme details
,arding population.

Caaadian Companies Go Abroad

The. limitations imposed by the. comparative' smalluess
our population have been telt, and other partseo ethfe

npire and of the Uuited States and Foreign fields have
oved attractive. The Sun Lite was the fixst Canadian
ce te venture abroad, takiug that step lu 1879. For over
i yearts it was aloneý iu haviug outside branches, but it
Ls then fcllowed by the Canada, North Anierica, Manu-
-turers, Cointederation, sud others. Ten ot our cempamies
e .uew doing business beyond the. limits et the. Dominion-
iese outside agencies extend te mauy parts ofthfie world.
ith tii. exception of Australia and New Zealaud filera ia
rdly a part of the. Britishl Empire lu whicii eue or more
the. Canadian cempanies is net eperatiug, sud the saine

iy be said ot the West- Indies and the Spanish-speaking
autries cf South Amnerica. Tih. partial witiidrawal et the
nerican companies from tereign business as a resuit ot
e Armstrong legislation lias left the. field more open te fthe
Luadian offices, which are gradually taking their place at
e international ife assurance institutions of tiie worl4.

When speakiug of toreign business, vie do net inchide iu
at category the branches witii the. United States. If
not lu our hearts te spealç of our Àmericau friends, aven
business arrangements, as toreigners. Wq% leok on you

Brely as our lirothers who have set up business on your
in account, while we preter fo stay iu partnership wif* fthe
I firn. Such business indepeudence, ilowever, doe. nof des-
Dy th. tamily relationship. Five Canadian comnpanies have
ch non-fereigu branches lu eue or more o~f the Anierican
ates, the. total Aielrieau terrltory finis reaciled belng ten
ates anid tire depeudencies.
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somne of the policies will lapse, but we eau rejoice in the
tact that lapses form) a continuously dimlinishinlg pret
of the total, Lnd iu aniy case vry policy thu., cancelled la-
at once ruplacud by sieveral new nus. Vàiewing, the matter
fromi a huniantarian staudpoint, think \what it will mieanl
te have, satwo billions of dollars distributed among the
population of Caniada during possibly the next fifty years
to just the people who will nued it, and at just the time when
theY wvill nieed it. There is a dangeýr that we miay bcconie so
absourbed in th(, commiercial aspects cf our calling thiat wve
may at timecs forget its vast social importance. If there
la one business that cau be said to approach the divine lu
its character, that busiiness is ours. 1 etten speail of it as
philanthropy reduced te a business basis, and thus enabled
te b. carried out on a scanle compared wýth whichi ail our
charitable efforts miust of neveaaity be t he verjest trifies.
We have the hoiior cf being couuected with the noblest busi-
ness on earth, wvhich ha already been a blessiug te humiauity
beyond power cf mieasuremient, but which in the future is
bouund te be a factor cf inieasureably greater magnitude
in the relief cf humian mi.sery and the upliftiug cf niankind.
On us fails the houer and responsibility of directing this
great meovement. We must se. that it is conducted safely,
energetieally, aud on a level in keeping with its character.
But this la a digression.

it is ;ju times cf unusual distress resultiug trom smre
great calamnity thut the benefits cf lif. assurance are most
forcibly breught home te people. W. have just passed
tlroughi oue et the inost trying periods that the werld lias
ever experlenced, that cf the war, and the subsequent in-
fluenza eiec.These twvo great calamnities, the second,
heweV(ver, resulting directly frocm the first, have put lifte
assurance te a sevre test.*

War and Influenza Claims
The war cdaims which fell iu under Canadian pelieles

totalled $20,353,638, and the influenza dlaims $12,695,902, a
total cf $33,049,540, a large sum for Canada. AIl cf these
dlaimis may for practical purposes b. regarded as extra-
ordinary loases, net contemplated iu the original premniums,
but the ceulpanies have stood the strain in a way that bas
surpri sed themmselves. No more striking proof could have
been given cf the souridness cf the fouridation on whicli the
business resta, The widespread distribution of the dlaims,
aud the confidence thus created, have doue more te popu-
larize 11f. assurance than any ameunit cf advcrtising pro-
pagauda along the usual hunes could have dune.

The service rendered by these institutions la, bcwever,
by ne nieaua limited to the distribution cf poley dlaims.
Our lite companie. have been a pc'werful f act>r lu the de-
Velopment ofthfie country. The small savings of telns of
thousauda have been gathered tegether iu the tenu Lof ac-
cumulated reserves, and thua rendered avaiIable for mort
gage bonus and tile purchase of goverument, rnuiiP4an
corporation debertures and stocks.
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