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We went to the village druggist and borrowed a skeleton. The
skeleton didn't belong to the druggist, but he lad importcd it for
the village doctor, because thc doctor thought hc wNould scnd a-way
for it, having some delicacy about using-welI, the price of the
skcleton at that time was fifty dollars. I don 't know how higli
they go now, but probably much higlier, on account of the tarifT.

Wc borrowed this skeleton about 9 O 'celc at night, and we got
this man-Nicodemus Dodgc was bis naine-we got him down town
out of the way, and tiien xvc put the skeleton into lis bed. Ire
lived in a littie onc-storeyed log cabin in the middle of a vacant
lot. We left him- to get home by himiself. We enjoyed the result
in the light of anticipation; but by-and-by we began to drop into
silence; thc possible conscquenccs bcgan to prey uponl us. Suppose
that it frigîttens hum into înadncss, overturns his reason, an d sends
him scrccching through the streetsý! We shall spend slecpless nights
the rcst of aur days. Evcrybodv was afraid.

By-and-by it was forccd to the lips of onc of us that we had
better go at once and sec what was happening. Loaded down with
crime, we approached that hut and peeped througli the window.
That long-legged critter w'as sitting on his bcd, with a hunk of
gingcrbread in bis hand, and between the bites he played a tune
on a jew's harp. There he sat, pcrfcctly happy,, and all around him
on the bcd were tays and jimcracks and striped candy. The darned
cuss bas gone and sold the slçcîcton for five dollars. The druggist's
fifty-dollar skeleton had «gone.

W/c went in tears ta that druggist and explaincd the inatter.
W/c conidn 't have raiscd fifty dollars in two hundred and fifty
ycars. We werc getting board and clothing for the first year,
clothing and board for the second year, and l)oth of thcm for tbe
third ycar. But the druggist forgave us on thec spot, but he said
lie would ikie us to let him have ouir skcçl]etons whcn we werc donc
with thcm. Thcre couldn't ho anytbing fairer than that; we
spoutcd our skeletons and went away comfortable. But from that
time the druggist's prospcrity ceascd. Tbat was one of the most
unfortunate speculations he ever xvcnt into.

After some years anc of the boys wcnt and got drawncd; that
was anc skcileton gone, and I tell you the druggist feit pretty bad
about it. A fcw years after tînt another of tic boys wcnt up un a
balloon. Hie was ta get five dollars, an hour for it. Wheni he gets
back there xviii be owing him a billion dollars. The druggist's pro-
perty was decreasing rigbt aiong. After a few more ycars thc
third boy tricd an experiment ta sec if a dynamite charge would
go off. Tt xvent, ail rigît. Thcy found some of him-pcrhaps a


