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08 VOLUNTEER HOVEMENT_LETTER OF

. MB. WILLIAM SMITH'O’BRIEN. "

i

. Odhirmoyle, Newcastle West,
sttt T Angust 25,1860 ¢
9y Dedr Sir—1 have to thank you for the papers
redlating to jthe  Voluateec : Movement," which-you
\have,placed-in:my hands. :- R

I take for granted that you bave sent them to me,
.with aview to elicit my opinion in, reference to the.
.question'now much debated—whether the people of
Jreladd ought or:ought'not to take measures for the
levy of 8 Yolunteer Force. . ‘

T.am bappy to be able to tell you that 1 have
viewed, with much satisfuction, the manifestations of
a desire, on_ the part of a highly respectable portion
of out' countrymen, o earol a National Force com-
,posed of men belonging to all parties and professing
ditferent creeds for the defence of thia island.

I have at -ull timea thought that military training
.ought to form a portion of the educatioa of the youth
.of every country, and that young men arrivingat
manhood should be stimulated to accnstom Lhem-
golves 0 the use of arms acd to militury evolu_nons.
Not only does such teaining give a manly bearing to
the person of a young man,. but it tends to develop
vigour of -eharacter, to engeader habits of order
founded upon disciplioe, and above all, to nurlure 4
.pirit of self-reliance. .

The Swiss Confederation realises more nearly, per-
haps, than any other country, the idea that I bave
formed of the resutta which may he expected from the
.organization of a national_ torce by encouraging the
military training of all the inhabitants of the country.
If I have been rightly informed, Swuzer[aqd, with a
population of little more than two millions, can

Iace under arms, at u fortnights notice, anarmy
of 250,000 men. The consequence is that Switzerland,
though comparatively powerless when megsured in

oint of strength and nationsl resources, with some
of the great Powers of Europe, has yet been able to
preserve 4o attitude which cowmmands the respect of
all wankind. )

When I was in America last year, it gave me
geeat satisfuction to find myself surroundsd, not only
in New York and in otber cities of the United States,
but even in Canada, by Irishmen who were formed
into military companies, corresponding to tke Vo-
lunteer Force which we desire to establish in this
country. How much more intense would be my
gatisfaction if [ could see 10,000 men }mder armi in
the city of Limerick, arrayed in regiments, repre-
seating the manbood of the countie3 of _lee_nck,_ of
Clare, nnd of the other districts of whieh Limerick
s the natural capital. o

How prond would be our exultation, if we could
Fitges3 a review of 50,000 Irish Volunteers in the
Phoenix Park of Dublin! )

To me it seems that it is oot necessary or desirable
that hostility to any otber couatry iz the world
ghould be connected with the motives which induce
us to desire the formation of a Volunteer Force in
Ireland. ,

In England the movement appears to be fon_mded
upon an apprehension of France. Now, whilss I
respect much the national ardour which bas been
cxhibited, both in England and Scotland, in refer-
eace to the formation of a Volunteer Force, I do not
think it necessary to imitate our neighbours in the
disposition which they have evinced to cherish, in
conneetion with this movement, & spirit of bostility
towards France. The Emperor of the French dis-
avows the intention imputed to him ot"mvndmg Eang-
land, The French press disavows it. I have re-
cently travelled through o considerable section of
Fragce, and have conversed with a very large num-
ber of Frenchmen. All of those with whom I so0
conversed disavowed the desire of quarrelling with
England, which is imputed to them.. We have
therefore no right to assume that the Freach or any
other nation intend to iuvade England or Ireland.
But we bave a right, and it is our duty, to take care
that we shall be prepared for any eveatuality that
mey arise, and that the safety of our domestic
hearths shail not be left to the mercy, nor shall be
dependent upon the protection, of any people under
the sun except the Irish nation. . .

If wa invasion of whatis called © the United Kiag-
dom” were really impending, it would be for the in-
terest of the people of England that the invader
.should be attracted to our shores rather than to the
shores of England. It would be for their advantage
that the Irish nation should be divided into two hos-
tile camps rather than that we sbould be united,
and by such union should become arbiters of the
destiny of .the Empire.. Itis notsurprising to me,
therefore, that our shores should be left defenceless,
and thut our people should be preveated from tak-
ing steps which would discourage, if they would not
prevent an invasion, by formation of a Volunteer
Force composed of the united streagth of the Caszho-
lic and Protestant population of Ireland. .

For myself, { can truly say that there isnot in {re-
land a single persoo who would more earnestly than
I deprecate an invasion. [t svould Produce results
exactly opposite to those which I desire to atiain, It
wonld introduce massacre,and plunder, and confiq.-
gration, and proscription and confiscation, aad civil
war into the heart of our country; whereas it is my
desire that the Irish should enjoy peace, and order,
.and uaity under a oational goverament, and that, in
regard of external polity, they should preserve
friendly relations not only with England but with
-all the rest of mankind.

1 feel assured that nothing would tend so much to
produce these results as an indiscriminate arming of
the Irish nation. ‘The oaly event in our_recent his-
tors to which all Irishmen look back with pride is
the Volunteer movement of 1782, The formation of
& aatiopal force for the protection of the island
against all its foes had, at that time, the e&'ect.of
‘bringing into kindly co-operation elements which
bad been previously untagonistic to each ot.her; gnd
I welieve it to be a mere pretext—a pretext insulting
to u3 n3 & nation—to tell ug that we must be treated
as children to whom sharp-edged implements are
denied lest they should injure each other; and that
whilst the population of England and Scotland are
encouraged Lo prepare themselves for the defence of
. their country, we are to be denied the first privilege
© of freemen—the right of bearing arms—because
we shall employ these urms in hutchering.each other,

On the eontrary, I feel convinced that if the Pro.
testants and Catholics of Ulster were ia the babit of
-associating together under a common standard, as
members of w Volunteer Force, such unbappy inci-
dents as that which occurred & few woeks ago in the
county of Armagh would never hu.vg taken place.

In this pact of Ireland the Oatholics would form a
large majority of the Volunteer Force, and I feel con-
vinced that they would take their places side bg s'xde
‘with their Protestant neighbours, without giving
cause for jealousy or disumion, and that, whatever
way be their feelings respectively towards England
or France, they would both stand together for the
defence of Ireland —their common home. .

Now, with respect to the best mode of evoking the
national feeling on the subject of volunteering, it
seems to me to be very desirable that, a3 the force i3
to be altogeiher of a local character, its organtsation
should be also of a local nature. Jealousies .mxght
arise if it were supposed that the whole of this na-
tional armameat were to be placed under the coatrol
of & centtal elique in Dublin. -

I would therefore recommend that in each county
the most influential residents should get up a re-
quisition to the High Sheriff, by which he should be
invited to 'call & county mecting for the purpose of
taking measures preliminary to “the formation of a
Volunteer Forée. e - .

I take for granted that thé. British Government
would not..venture to. reaist-the. uzited wish of .all
classes, of the population of Ireland; bat if it should
have the dudacity to proscribe as a crime in "Ireland
that which is encouraged as & virtue in England and
Scotland, the Irish nation:bave :the remedy in 1heir
own hands. The existing law does hot prevent. in-
dividuals,-except iz proclaimed districts, from learn-

tand I coanceive that any oumber of persons may

[ proportions, who did not labour under-80 serious a

'ing the uge, ofarmh Tﬁé‘ig; B prohlbtts .gg‘gyiﬁe_t'x;x;ll .

training, bat it 'does not’ impose’a’ peaalty upon 'the'l
practice by individuals of the.asrt. of rifle-shooting, |

meet to try their akill'as marksmen. ~ Let ‘the lead-
ing geéntlemen of Ireland,  withoutdistinction of
party, offer prizes for marksmapship in. rifle shoot-
1og ; and, in case of need, the organisation of such -
marksmes into military ¢companies would be effected |
;vizhout difficulty in a few weeks—perhaps. ia a few
-daya. )

[t any effort should be made by the legislature !
to put & stop to such trainings, I venture to hope
that Irishmea of all persuasions would resent such
an attempt, and would show that, as it i3 impossible
to immprison s whole nation, so is it dangerous to
contravene the wishes of an United People.

I have the Lonour to be, very faithfully, your obe-
_dieat servant, . Witriax S. 0'Briex.

Wm. Richardson, E:q.,
Hoa. Secretary to the Volunteer Association.

Catuonsc Exavcipatiox.—Never waz o measure
of justice yielded with a worse grace than Emanci-
pation ; never wa3 a measure s0 runious to the best
interests of Treland. We are weary listening to such
nonsense a3 the * blessings of Catbolic Emancipation.
¢ Blessinzg’ they aro indeed ; blessings that bought up
our professional classes, and bound them over the
boad-sinves of England, and the menials of Bnglish
interests ; blessings they are that spresd corraption
broadcast over the land, and work their insidious
ramifications .into every class of society ; blessings
they are that have made more to do with the ruin of
our trade and the expatriation of our people, than
mere superficial observers can see. They have opened
the flesh-pots of England to irish Catholics ; and
alas ! too soon were they ready too sell their bright-
right for their poisoned mess. °‘The blessings of
Catholic Emancipation’ have produced the Sadliers
and the Keoghs, the Deasys and the Fitzgeralds, of
Ireland. They have proeduced & clasa of men worse
than the Orangemea—a claag ever ready or any foul
office which England may call on them to perform
—ever ready to sell country, creed and conscisnce
to do the behests of their lheartless task-masters.—
They have done even worse than all this. They have
poisoned the minda of macy of our trading classes
with false notions of prosperity—false and runious
notions of the duties they owe to their children and
to society. For twenty years after the passing of
the Emancipation, Catholic parents thought they
were deing the greatest possible good to their chii-
dren by rearing them up to obtain government
situntions. Every little shopkeeper who made £100,
was ashamed to bring tbis child up to that by which
he made his money. Some petty officer uader govern-
ment wage the height of his ambition, and wasas-
sociated in his narrow mind with more respectability
than the pursuit of honorable icdustry ot of virtuous
handicrafi.—And, soa worthless, time-gerving, place-
hunting race has been produced in Ireland, unfit for
trade, unfit for busineas of any kind—possessed of
an upstart impertinence and a shabby geatility, so
very pecu.iar, that they can be at once recognised in
every locality. It i3 from this class the spies and
informers are generally manufactured. They are
the supernumerary agents of British rule, and quite
ready for any employment required of them.— Waler-
Jord Citizen.

Nosee CoypteT,—An Iriah gervant-girl, named
Jane M‘Cord, residing ln Boston, (Massachusetts),
recently transmitted to Ireland the sum of £40, the
result of six years’ incessant toil, as payment of her
deceased futher's debts.

EXTRAORDINARY ATTZMPT3 AT SOICIDE BY A YOUXNG
Lapy.—The town of Banagher, in the King's County
wagon this day (Wedneaday), thrown into a state
of alarm and excitemeat, in consequence of & young
iady resideat there having made two unsuccessful
attempts to destroy herself—the first by endeavoring
to drowa herzelf, and secondly by cutting her throat.
Happily on both occasions her efforts proved unavail-
ing. The facts are as follows :--A respectable young
femsale named Broadhead, who i3z a teacher of musie,
in a fit of delirium threw herself over the battlements
of the bridge into the River Shannon, at Banagher.
Fortunately she was observed by Mr. James Hoagh-
ton, who plunged into the river and afier much and
courageous exertion, succeeded in rescuing Miss
Broadhead, who was then conveyed to the residence
of a lady residing close to the bridge. Restoratives
were applied, and she rccovered from the effects of
the immersioa in the water,but having beea lefralone
in & room for & few minutes, she again attempted to
deprive -herself of life, she baving inflicted with &
knife a Jesperate wound across her throst, Sho was
very soon discovered bleeding. Medical assistance
was immediately sent for, and the proper remedies
applied. Although the wound is a very serious one,
hopes are cntertained it will not prove fatal.—Saun-
ders. .

Laxogp Esrates Covar.—The Kerry property of
the late Mr. St. John Magoa was sold the other day in
the town of Killarney by order of the Landed Estates
Court. It wag divided into three lots, which realis-
ed about £17,000., being nearly £2,000 over the gener-
al estimate. The rates obtained were cxtremely
high, the lots producing respectively 35, 32, 3G year's
purchase, with o prospective increase in the reat-
roll, as the letting3 had beez made during the pre-
sent year, and, io addition, all the royalties are re-
servad to the chief landlord.

A MooreaTe ArpeTiTE.—At Nenagh Assizes, io
the cage of Daniel Lestrange, cattle dealer, against
the Manchester and Sheffield Rajlway OCompany,
which was an action for damages sustained by the
plaintiff, through their negligence, in delaying the
delivery of his cattle in Sheffield, so a3 to meet the
market. The jury awarded £30 damages and 6d cost.
Some wonderful examples of the consumptive pow-
ers of the genuine John Bull were brought out inci
dentally during the trial. One of the witnesses, a
lairsman of the London Corporation, admitted, upon
cross-examination, that, if hiz mouth were blistered’
he would not eat go well as if it were sound. He
spoke from experience, having sufferd that morning
from agsore throat, which so painfully affected him at
breakfast-time, that he was otliged to content bim-
self with eating only six eggs arnd drinking two cups
of coffze. He swore, however, that another witness
examined before bim, an English porter, of immense

disadvantage, but could enjoy his meal as usual, had
for his breakfast that moraing a pound of meat, 26
epgs, and half-a-gallon of coffee.

DiSCOVERY OF & TaHier UNDER CcURIvTs Crmoum-
arance.~—Last Sunday, a furmer's wife, who bad come
ghort of bread, called at & shop i the village of
Rower ia this county, aad obtained sizpencs-worth,
laying & shilling on the couater to pay therefor.
After conversing for some time with the proprietor,
who was a neighbour, she asked for her change. The
women who owned the establishment denied thut she
had recived any money, snd demanded ber sixpence ;
and an altercation ensued, each charging the other
with an attempt to defrand. The result was that
both adjourned to the. police barrack, in order that
Constable Madden should decide between them.
The constable was busily engaged investigating the
kuotty point at issue, when a pet jackdaw belvoying
to hiz wife returned home from aramble in the ril-
lage,and looking significantly at the strangers, draon-
ped on the knee of his mlstress, and popped a shil-
ling into ber lap. The real delinquent was thus at!
once discovered, as roguish Jack was identifled ns
‘having been on.the counter when tbe tradsaction
took place in the bread shop, where ho had been a
frequent visiter. The money was returned, and the
litigants went away quite recouciled to’each otber.
—Kilicenny Moderator.

Ouae of Sir Boyle Roche's icvitations to an Irish
nobleman was equivocal—I hope my lord, if ever you

‘come within o mile of my house, you'll stay there all
aight.

CATHO

; Fare PLax—There i3 a law, in this country, th
‘wisdom-of which it is not ‘our desire to question, by
which moaey lotteries, raffles, &c, are’ prohibited.~
-A special and specific exemption has been made in-.
favour of raffles, lotteries and prize drawings for
works of Art, and a measure of toleration, amotnt-’

| ing ptactically to a permission, for years paat has in-

cluded drawing for purely- charitablé and religious
purposes. No more proper exemption,n0ne mors wor-
thy, none aeceptable to the public, could be nemed;
for desirable as it may be, and i3, t0 encourage Art,
incontestible Charity and Religion—the aaccor of the
poor and the worship of God—bave far stenger
claims oan individua! and Ilegislative encourage-
ment aad aid. Within tbe last year or two, it became
8 resort, for the purpoee of raising funds for charita-
ble or religious purposes, to constitute drawings for
money prizes. Wedeem it of importance thav it
should be noted when, where, and by whom this pro-
ject was first proposed and carried out ; aad what was
she general verdict of the Irish and British public
upos it. A bigh ciril functionary—one of her Ma-
jeaty's Justices of the Peuce—a Member of Parlia-
ment—a Knight, a Protestant, a Scotchman—Sir
Joha Arnott, of Cork, last Christmas twelvemonths
offered the hardsome sum of £500 to be rafad for;
the proceeds to be distributed amongst the poor of
Cork. Itwas handed in,rather dramutically to the
sitting magistrates in open court, under the name of
¢ Timothy Tightboots.” The magistrates of Corkand
other legal functivnaries were duly formed into &
commitee to superintend a Grand Raffle for the £500.
The whole proceedings—so novel und so striking—
so far from invoking checkg or censure fromany quar-
ter, elicited praise from all. The Loudon Press vied
with the Irish journals in bestowing laudations on
the aflluent Timotby Tightboots. Eaglish, Irish,
Scotch—Catholic, Protestant, Dissenter—Liberal,
Tory, and Inlependent—all countries, creeds, and
parties, applauded the proceedings. If weerrnota
gecond Christmas witnessed a like donation, for like
purpose, applied in & like way—not a breath of objec-
tion preseating itself to the imagination of any one.—
The success in Cork naturally led to imitation,
and in Limerick and elsewhere drawings for mo-
ney prizes for the benefit of religious under-
takings (building of churches &c), were announced
—and carried out. Still no one dreamed of fauly, if,
indeed, &1l did not join in felicitation. Atu this
stage two projects of drawings appeared.—One
for the Church of St. Saviour’s, Dominick street,
Dublin ; the other for a New Church in Carrick-
macross. Some of the more illiberal and bigoted
amongst the Protestant papers—indeed those very
papers that most praised the introduction of these
drawings by SirJohn Arnott—began to snarl at the
auccess attending those resorts to obtain funds for
building Catholic Charches ; and even the law was
invoked against them ! The law, whose adminis-
trators originated them at Cork—whose functionaries
assisted a{ them, and whose officials participated in
them at Cork, Limerick, and elsewhere! To dis-
tant readers it will seem incredible; yet here we
know it oaly too well to be the fact, that the law,
which taeitly sanctioned, and, through ita represea-
tatives, praised those raffies for the course of an en-
tire year, waited till the respected clergy of the two
Catholic Churches had largely involved themselves,
and bad proceeded far with arrangements for similar
prizedrawings, and then pounced upon them with
prohibition and mepace of prosecution! Menace
of prosecution for imitating the much-lauded ¢ Ti-
mothy Tightboots,’ rewarded by bis fellow-citizens
with the Mayorality, and by the Queen's Represen-
tative by a Koighthood |—Dublin Mornirg News,

Captain D. O'Connell has again called the atten-
tion of the House of Commons to the case of the
depositors in the defunct Tralee Savings Bank.—
The Lotd Chancellor promises redress next ses-
sion. :

MizagE.—This singular phenomenon was witness-
ed on Sunday evening week in this aeighborhood.
A gentleman was returning from Csrdonagh, with
his family, and the party had just dismounted off
the car to walk the hill near Quigley's Point, when
their attention was attracted by a wonderful appeac-
ance in the heavens. Away to the north they saw
geveral ships in the air, sailing across the face of
the sky from east to west. The line of vessels seem-
ed to be fully five miles in length, and they appeared
to be sailing down a river whose high banks could be
made out behicd the ships. Some of the vessels
seemed to be moored close to a fortress, built on a
rock. To all the party was the phenomonon dis-
tinctly visible. So clear was the air, and so near
did the ships appear to their eyes, that the sailors
pulling at the ropes were made out with ease, even
by the childrea who saw the strange spectacle. The
phenomenon a3 nearly a half an bour before it
disapppeared. Although the appearance of such
tbings in the heavens may be very startling, the
phenomona are not unknown about this part of the
Irish coest. The “ mirage,” a3 it is termed, often
displays itself in fantastic shapes oun the shores of
the northern counties. [t most frequently is to he
seen on the coast of Antrim, cspecially in the vicinity
of the Causeway. About twelve years ago a very
curious instance of mirage was seen in Lough Foyle.
Some fishermen had been out at night with their
nets. The face of the heavens was overcast ard
black, when the clouds suddealy parted, leavinga
bright gap of clear sky in the zenith. Across this
space the astonished fishermen saw some thousands
of soldiers pass, ragk after rank, regiment after regi-
meat, and so near did the phenomenon appear that
the dress of the officers could be easily distinguisked
from that of the men. It was two hours before the
marching ceased or rather before the clouds closed in,
and shut out the scene from view. An account of
this extraordinary occurrence was published at the
time.— Derry Standard.

A most agreeable incident in conanection with the
relations of landlord and tenant in Ireland, took
place in the weat of this county oo Tuesday last, It
was consequent on the celebration of a marriage ba-
tween Mr. Thomas Earight of Ardagh, son of one of
the most indepeadent occupiers of the Devon estate,
and Margaret, the eldest daughter of Mr. Timothy
Dore, of Ballinlinane, a tenant farmer of the highest
respectability and deservedly held by all partiesin the
utmost esteem. The benevolentandliberal lord of the
soil, the Earl of Devon, and his amiable Countess and
daughter, lady Agnes Courtenay, having been invit-
ed, honored the nuptials with their presence, acd felt
happy in participating in the festive enjoymeats of
the occasion, The iavitation of the wortky and Los-
pitable father of the bride was also accepted by the
mo3t eminent [rishwan of our day, W S O'Brien, Esq,,
kindly conferred thegratifying favour of his presence
who, accompanied by the young represeatativ of his
historic house, Mr. O’'Brien, who was for himself a
place in the respectand affections of the wealthy and
warm-bearted population of the whole distriet.—
There were present besides numbers of the Clergy
and Gentry of the neighborhood, and the gueat in-
cluded Counsellor Ferguson, M. Leahy, Esq., Rev.
Mr. O'Shea, P.P., Monegay, Dr. Ambrose, Rev. Mr.
Scott and numerous other lay and clerical gentlemen,
After ample justice wa3 done to all, the health and
happiness of the newly married couple was proposed
by the Earl of Devon, interms uhat expreased the
warm interest felt by the good nobleman in the wel-
fare of his tenantry, and the desire cherished by him-
and his respected Countess to contribute to their
domestic happiness, a proof of which was felt by all
to be offered in the marked and well appreciated
compliment offored to the youag couple on that oc-:
casion, It was like the revival of one of the old feu-
dal customs, by which clansmen and chiefs were
bound together in barmony and interest. After the
principal goests had left, the pipers and fiddlers
found incessant employment, while the friends as-
sembled enjoyed themselves up to a late hour in the

morning. What an immense amount of reciprocal’|

respect and confidence re-unions of this kind must
inspire is obvious—uniting landlord ‘and temant in
an indissoluble link of mutual regard.

. "' 'GREAT BRITAIN. - -
.. PaesgcuTioN oF CatmOLICS IN TRR NosTH oF Bu-
ropg.—We bave been favoured with the sight of an
important State paper recently preseated to Her Ma-
jesty's Secretary for Foreign Affnirs.on the subject
of the persecuting laws agninst Catholics, and other
dissidents from the State Church in the Northern
countries of Europe. The attention of libernl Pro-
testants was some time ago directed to this subject
.by the reclamations of the Catholic Press, and a
show of sympathy was made which even weant so far
if we recollect rightly, as to produce representations
to the Governments in question, Whether this were
done or not, certain it i3 that no real or effectual re-
lief to the Catholies baz resalted. Ib fceland, under
the premiership of the Danish Statesman-ecclesiastie,
the Lutheran “ Bishop,” Monrad, the Government
has revived the intolerant laws which owed their ex-
istoace three centuries ago to an exertion of Royal
power, and which were never ratified by the repre-
sentative bodies of the people. Owiag perhaps to
their unconstitutional origin, rather than to any
want of bigotry in the lcelandic adminiatration,
these laws have never been pat in force. We now
learn from the Government jouraal the [slendingur,
published at Reykjuvic, and conductad by the Judge
of the supreme tribunalof the Island, thal the repres-
sive laws against Catholics are committed for execu-
tion to the officials of the Government. By these
laws it i3 provided that every seceder {rom the State
Church of Iceland shall be published by exile; and
lest that punishment should not prove sufficiently
severe, it 13 to be preceded by imprisonment and the
inflictivn of the bustinwfo. Secession also involves
the forfeiture of all hereditary clxims to the succes-
sion of property. So much for Iceland. In Scleswig
and Holstein intolerance also prevails. Catholics
are forbidden to marry unless they engage to allow
their children to be brought up Protestants; such is
the bribe beld out by the Ecclesiastical Premier of
Denmark to the Lutheran curates of the Duchies to
secure their adbesion to the Danish interests. In
Norway Catholics are forbidden to keep a printing-
press; they are excluded from every situation in
connection with the Government, and they endure,
consequently, all the social inconvenicencoes and loss-
¢s which soch a state of things must necessarily in-
volve. Sweden bus long been known as the most
intolerant country of Ilurope, and ouc culumns have
veported sufficiently pninful instances of the suffer-
ings inflicted there on the professors of the old faith.
The paper alluded to sbove goes oe o inform Lord
John Russell, in reference to Sweden, that during
the past year, a Protestant named Sundguist has
becn condémned to the penalties of the law for hav-
ing held a coaventicle in hi3 house, which means
that he prayed with two other versons, not having
previously provided bimself with a licence to do so
gigned by two Lutheran miaiaters. The law of tole-
ration, n3 it i3 called, has done no good, but rather
barm, for it has changed the penalty of exile in seve-
ral cases into that of imprisonment, and it has creat-
ed several new offences againat the Eatablished reli-
gion.— Weekly Register.

An epidemic is at this moment spreading itself
over Europe, and England is at least as subject to it
a3 any of her neighbours. If sedative and tranquil-
lizing remedies would have availed to calm the dis-
order of the nerves, we should long since have been
restored to perfect health. We have had adminis-
tered 1o us cvery species of soothing prescription,
but all in vein; tbe disorder does pot vield to
the treatment, and every fresh practitioner retires
baffled by its obstinacy and inveteracy. The rame
of this disorder i3 Distrust. Confidence, we are told
on high oratorical authority, is a plant of slow
growth ; but Distrust, though it springs up muach
more speedily, is much more difficult to eradicate. It
i3 no fault of oura ; we desire nothing better than to
return to our old state of absolute security, to the
glorious days preceding the Orimean War, whea we
had a0t 20 guns fit for service in the realm, when we
had no Channel Fleet, whea our army at home was
scarcely worth gpecking of, and when, confideat ic
our earnest desire to be at peace with all the world,
-we con3idered ourselves perféctly safe behind the
rampart ot our own good intentions. Those days
are goue, and we have instead £30,000,000 of naval
and military expenditure, a lvan of £9,000,000 for for-
tifying our dockyards, besides we know not what
imposts levied on our gallant youth ino the form of
the services of a2 hundred and fifty thousand Volun-
teers. If any amount of fair speaking or fair writ-
ing could convince us that theso things were none-
cessary, we should long ago have laid aside this at-
titude of most unwelcome preparation, and betaken
ourselves once nore to our more conzenial instru-
ment3s—tbe ploughshare and the shuttle.— Times.

Poisoxing 15 ExeLano.—The trial of Winslow, on
a charge of murdering Mrs. Jamos, at Liverpool, by
the administration of antimony, has ended in a ver-
dict by the jury of * Not Guilty.” Year by year the
ghastly array of victims, in England, to poizon or to
the knifs stretches out longer and longer; while the
resources of science for the detection of the former,
or, at least, the confidence of the public in the value
of those resources, as at present applied, are
diminishing. Marder effected under any other cic-
cumstances seems of minor criminality compared
with those cases in which the murderer takes off his
vietim by poison. The details of their accomplish-
ment, and the scenes which they discloze, seem to
belong rather to the world of fiends than of human
beings. That very confidence which we repose in
those alone with whom the ties of friendship nnd of
mutual good offices teach usto feel we are safe, is
the means of access which the poison-murderer lays
hold of to approach his uasuspecting victim. [t i3 in
this view especially tbat the crime wears so appal-
ling an aspect. In proportion a3 the intimacy be-
tween the victim and the accused was free and un-
restrained, so much the more will suspicion attach,
on account of the increased facilities thus afforded
for the commission of the eritne. This feature in it,
together with the dreadful consciousness that the
blow is dealt by an unseen hand, tends to blighs,
with 1ts fell influences, the most cndearing relations
of life. It iovades and throws a doubton the secu-
rity even of the domestic circle, thus shaking the
very corner stone of society; while the almost im-
perceptible traces which the ageot itself leaves be-
bind it of its fatal action, and the difficulty of Jis-
tinguishing its operation, whea skilfully administer-
ed, from the workings of natural disease, almost par-
alyse theefforts of justice. Meantime, victim after
victim i3 struck down as by an unseen hand, and the
press of England, sharing the doubts to which we
have already referred, of the value of the resources
of science, as at present made available for detec-
tion of the guilty, confesses “ that the powers of
darkness bave, for the present, a temporary advan-
tage."— Evening Muil. .

Par Nopite FraTrRGyM—The other night,in the House
of Commons, Sit G. Bowyer denounced the proceed-
ings and threatened proceedings of General Gari-
baldi as utterly subversive of the public law of Eu-
ropc. ** There was ‘& man lately-in India very much
like Garibaldi. He was a brave man, called Tantia
Topee. (*Oh, oh!’ and e laugh.) He kept the British
army at bay and gave them a vast amount of trouble.
He wag, however, taken prisoner and. broughttoa
court-martial on a charge of rebelliou against Brit-
ish authority., The Government of India hanged
that man. He thought that an atrocious act.  If
the King of Naples took General Garibaldi he would
hsave as good a right to hapg him as the Government
of Tndia had to hang Tantia Topee. SRR

A Srorceoxnic’ PraGiasisy.~Down with the thou-
saud pounds, aad I'll tell my adventures, says Ar.
‘Spurgeon. Twopence more, 8ays the street acrobat,
and up goes the donkey. .’ . .

The number of English. volunteers for Garibaldiis-
-g0 great that funds could not be raised fast enough’

Jto gend them to Naples,

RN - . o B
Seiztr. Raprivd -1y ENGLaxp,—This Protestant in-

fatuation, of which little or.nothing has-been said or

written during the past year or so, except in a very
narrow circle, has been - re-introduced. to the gatice
of the public by an elaborate article in the curreat
number of the Cornkill Megazine. So universally is
this new periodical read, that uny strilking puper in
it3 pages is gure to be 1he popular talk in Eood socie-
ty : and the article * Stranger 1han Fietion” was 80
very startling, that people who had read it conld
not refrain from spesking about it to all their frieuds
The more so, 8s Mr. Thackeray, io & note’ “ vouches
for the good faith and honourable character” of the
writer, “a friend of twenty-five. years' standing.”
The gentleman is understood to be Mr. Robert Bell
whogo name you may remember ags the editor of r;.
library edition of the English poets, and the house
at which the recorded wonders wero witneased is
said to be Mr. Milner Gibson's, the Presideat of the
Board of Trade. Tle article gave inteuse satisfae-.
tion to the few genuine disciplea of the Spirit Rap-
ping—shell I say ?—delusion ; but on the otber hand
Mr. Thackeray hag been greatly blamed for leading
his pawerful pages to the suprort of what most peo-
ple think to be an undoubted chent; and their opi-
nionsihave not in the present case been weakened by
the fact that the nccomplished medium, Mr. Home
the American “Profeszor,” is the “ 3piritual conb-
dant of the Emperar of the French.” Siill, the de-
ductions of the writer and the nuture of the manifes-
tations—-however produced—~are such thata good
many gceptics bave been induced to reconsider the
matter, and to join scances at friend's houses ar at
the residences of recular business roediums; nod
some of them, if they only be conjurers, are very
clever at their work of imposture, for it does not
apuear that they can be positively found qut,
Amongst others, the celebrated Wm. Hewiu, the
author, and his not less famous wife, Mary, are de-
voted Spiriwnalists, a3 also Mr. and Mes. § C. Iall;
and since the Cornil! was pabiished, they have been
more altentive than ever to the spivits. The other
pight Mr. Howitt had a scanse for his friends, and
the Rev. Thomas Dianey was induced to be one of
the company, He relates that be saw some remark-
able things, and acknowledyges that he could uot ac-
count for them, but i3 satislisd that human agency
was at the bottom of nll, and his conviction is strik-
ingly fortified by & writer in the last number of Once
a Week, who dizcovers huw zome of the tricks are
done. Mr. Dinney mentions a circiimstagee which
forcibly suggested to his mind that imposture was
being practiced. The nate of some person present
was to be rapped out, and the letters produced on
tho card of the medium were drworthing ; und when
the whole of the company despaired of making it
out, the medium, Mr. Home, again 31id it was plain-
Iy “De. Worthing.” The question was asked, how
he knew or gapposed that the “ R™ should be a smutl
one, and that the D and B were intended to be 2
contradiction for Doctor, but 0o explanation euuld
be given. And, besides, it appenred thut no Pr.
Worthing was present, but a Dr. Worthy whom itis
suppoacd the medium had mistaken. Some friends
of my owu bave had Mr. Home at ticir houses, and
Mre. Muarshall and ber daughter aleo, and the sume
ditliculty has oceurred in the rapping out of nawmes.
Several had beeo given very suceessfully, when it
occurred to one gentlemar tint the person repeatiang
the alphabet instinctively paused upon the letters
which made up the name be mentwlly desiced to
have rapped out, and that the acule mediom rapped
immedintely there was the least panze  So he waa
allowed 10 same the alphabet nexr, and purposely
paused upon other letters thao those he wunted to
be indicated, and the uniform copsequence wus that
the right name was not given. | know many in-
stances in which this scheme bhas teen resorred o,
and in no case wag the desiced nnme. produced in
which the repeater of the aiphaben did rot slightly
pause upon the jetters composing it If this be not
the right clue to the trick it is nt all events o sufli-
cient oue. The riiging of tables and the playing of
musical iostruments without bandsare more remark-
able phenomena and profound!y mysterious to the
uninitiated. Mr. Lell relates thut wo accordeon in
bis presence played without hands, and what is, i
possible, still more wounderful, it was played is a
narrow spnce which would not admit of itz being
drawa out with the requisite freedom 1o its full ex-
tent. He says:—*The air was wild aund tull of
strange transitioas, with a wail of' the most jathetic
sweetness running through it.  When the notes
swelled in some of the Lolder passages, the sound
rolled through the room with an astoundiog rever-
beration ; then gently subziling, sank inte o sirain
of divine tenderness.” COurselves wboe heard it had
never been visited by a sound so fime.' Presently,
Mr. Dell got hold of tbe instrument, “and held it
up in one hand in the open room, with the full light
upon it,” when * similur straios were emitted, the
regular sction of the accordeon going on without
any visible agency.” Auwnd, be adds, that during the
loud and vehement passages, it became go diflicult
to hold, in consequence of the extraordinary power
with which it was slayed frum below, that!l was
obliged to grasp the top with both bands.” A
Thirsty Soul,” writing to Punch, does not see any-
thing woaderful io Mr. Hore Laving becn lifted up
by the Spirits, fur he says he has frequently been
‘elevated” by spirits himself, and Joba Leach is
week by week trying to raise the laugh against the
Spiritualizts by domestic sketehes in drawing-rooms
and kitchene, where the tnble and cbairs, and bottles
and footstools are shaking bands, and accordeons,
guitars, and pianos ave being played by elfin bands
belonging to invisibie Lodies. Ministers, mureover,
have began agnin to warn their hearers against what
they consider to be an idolatrous abomination. Thus
the public mind is quite stirred upon the subject, and
while sceptics laugh, and teachers warn and exhort,
the innocent Spiritunlists are in no way shaken in
their faith, and professional mediums are making
tbemselves rich.

TuraxsatuaNtic Ak Suips.—The preparations are
nearly completed in New York for the departure for
Europe of Profeszor Lowe and ki3 a3sociates ia their
aeriel ship. Professor Lowe is receiving the co-op-
eration of several well-knowao commercinl and scien-
tific gentlemen, who, if cot sanguine of the complete
success of the expedition, are rnxious to see¢ the ex-
periment of aerisl navigation fairly tried. Whether
successful or otherwise, it will probably add some-
thing to the general stock of scientific knowledge; .
and every precaution i3 being takea to secure the
satety of the passengers. A trial trip lLas already
been made with g successful result. This trial proves
the possibility of directing the course of this ship
through the air; aad as the general direction of the
current of air iz eastward at a certain distance above
ihe earth, the probability of Professor Lowe's reach-
ing Burope i3 very stronz. Should this European
voyage be successtully accomplished in the short
apace of forty-cight hours, as the Professor antici-
pates, it will make a complete revolution in the man-
ner of conveying intelligence between the two conti-
nents, as advantage can be taken of this eastward
current in the return voyage, by passing round the
world: Though this subject is at present exciling
little public attention, should’ this ship prove a suc-
cess, the originator will rank among the world’s
greatest inventors. The name of this novel ship is
the Great Western. Its extreme length or height is
300 feet: its largest diameter 195 feet; the basket in
which the mail and passengers are to be conveyed is
30 feet diameter, and constructed tocarry 12 persons,
Under this basket is an 1ron’ life-boat, 40 feet long,
which contains s calorlc eogine; which is desigred

to give the direction to the ship' by movinga fan,

rather than to propel’ the -ship itself. Protessor
Lowe states that he will take: letters for all parts of
Earope, aund promises-to deliver them safely witliin
two days. - The proposed crew of the Great Western

is Professor Lowe, two scientific_nssocistes, and an =~
experienced sea- osptain]-to-comimand ‘the’ boat, im ' - |
'case it-might be necessary to change theaeriel for =~

the water navigation.—London American,



