)

-

16

THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO

ITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION.

"and called to him thut she saw him pluinly enough ; but the ob-
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in a short period the approacking nuptials of the king were pul)iic-:
ly announced. ;
Let us torn now to the gentle vietim of these priestiy machina-;
tions. Chatrya, with her eyes intestly fixed upon the king, sat;
listening to the onth which he was repeating.  Tha fatal words of |
separation from hersell fell upon her eur withaut, at first, produc- \
ing any surprise or emotion. She concluded that she had not
heard the words aright, or thut something would preseatly follow
to explain or qua'ily them, Ske had seen Goroyen the \my'
evening before, and bis manner at that time snggested nothing k:sJ
than an intention of parting from her.  As theoath, however, ‘
concluded without anything which could relieve her alarm, her!
heart gradually sank within her ; « heaviness crept over her feel-;
ings which she could not dissipate. ‘The mere imagination of:
being alienated from her lover, her only swpport and comfort,
made her sick in spirit.  She sank inlo a dreary reverie, till the
heartless noise of the dispersing assembly arvoused her to her
Jonely fears ; she had nothing clse to do but make her way homwe,
and wait until some intelligence could reach her from the Ling.
A cheerless walk was it for poor Chatrya to reach her home ; the
gladness of her soul was dead within her ; for her, ¢ the splen-
dour in tha grass, the glory in the flower,”” was gone : the deso-
late hue of her own thonghts, scemed spread over the lundscape,
and everything, once bright and genial, seemed now frieze-clothed
in dismal glooam.  She reached her father’s houvse, and there lin-{}.
gered out tho heavy, hungry hours, till the time arrived at which
she had been accustomed to meet Goroyen at his lodge. She
then get out with somiething of, hope but none of dread, to tuke
that path she hed so often trod in gaiety and joy ; one who had
seen her hasty step would not have thought ¢« how ill was about
her hearrt.””  She gained the ledge, but it was clesed and silent.
While she was standing apon the steps in the deep disquietode
of her heavy disappointmuent, she heard a sound of footsteps on
the adjoining path, and her bosom heaved with auxious expeeta-
tion ; but a carelessly whistied song which prescntly smote upon
her cars, showed that it was only a pussing plonghman.  How

”

that whistling jarred upon her feclings ! She walked down {rom
the door, and paused in front of the lodge.  As she looked up at
the building she was sure she saw Goroyen peeping at her from
Lehind one of the cortains.  She threw out her hand with delight,

ject did not move, and upon changing her position she perceived
that she had been deceived by the shadow cast by one of the
tteos. *The iron of cruel anguish entered into ler soul. She
walked around the ledge, and into the road which was nearit,
feeling us il sha “should full to the carth. &he listened to the
dropping of twigs among the leaves, till she seemed as solitary as
if she were stunding in a desert. Qccasionally a dog ran con-
tontedly along, eugaging attention as he passed by, and then
lenving her more hopelessly alone. But to the griefs and the
joys af life Time is alike relentless : aud the ‘“cloud of pight”
descended drearily around her path, ‘“as if she had not sought a
lover.”’ She resolved to wait just so many minutes longer, and
then, if Goroyen did not appear, to retrace her steps as she had
come. The time was nearly past, when a flash of hope was
again kindled in her bresst. She distinetly heurd the tread of a
rapid horseman in the forest ; she was sure it was the king. and
was almost resolved to go home before ho came, in order to
punish him for his neglect.  Tho sound grew louder and louder,
and not a doubt remained in her heart.  She walked back to the
door of the lodge, sighing for very excess of joy, and picturins
the pleasuro that soon awaited Ler. Tracing, in fancy, the scene
of their first meeting, she forgot for awhile 1o obssrve that the
sound of footsteps was no longer audible.  Surprised, at length,
at the long delay, she paused her breath in sudden alarm to listen
for the noisa —but nothing was to be heard. She ran back to the
road, and * e’cn with the very scratiny of her soul,” sho listened
for his coming. She heard in u moment the faint sound of a
horse’s hoofs upon the hilt which wound along the edge of the
forest. 1t was manifest that the horseran had pussed round the
wood. She heaved oune long and burdened breath, and sausk into
deep and utier despair. A stone seemed to lie upon her heart.
She tried to weep, but could not.  Borrow rested on her spirit
with the hopeless weight of guilt.
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On the following day Chatrya again cams to the lodge, and
again returned home, but on the third her strength was not sufli-
ciant to bear her from her door. E£he was soon seized with a
violent, waliznant fever; she became delirious, and her ravings
disclosed the dishonorable connection with Goroyen. Chastity,
among the Samides was the first of virtues ; no pardon was grant-
ed or allowance mado for any who erred.  The father of Chatrya,
a stern and proud hearted man, renounced his daughter at onece ;
the moment that she was sufliciently recovered to walk, he gave
her o purse of gold, and turned her from his house. Destroyca
in character, ruincd in health, broken in spirit,withont anything to
vary the dall desolation of unpitied desertion, escept the stings of.
regret, and the pangs of conscience, Chatrya went forth from the
house of her childhood. Incapable of judging of her course, she
wandered on till she reached a cottage, inhabited by a woman,
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Chouse, and sank wpon the Qeor.

Hassnil their tender lives,

I
The bag, who perceived her ! biing recently among the rocks that steod piled around this emi.

condition, peared ferth .x‘fﬁrre"r of abusive amd iritating lan-{inence, had clumbered up to the very summit of the ridge. On
I

fgunge, which wrang Chatrya to the very soul.

' was, however, pucitied by the sight of gold, and cnnsented 10

-receive the unhappy givl us a lodger.  Defore long she muve birth
to a child, aud the companionship of the little creatare relieved !
i"her sorrows.
nesa : she wou'd hiave sometbing to love, and some one she might
care for. '

She was one night pressing her infunt to her hosom, and shap-|.
ing some fuint plans of Totere comfort, when her child was seized j)
h s often

with one of those sudden diffien'ties of breathing, whicl

The mother rose to procure something

‘from another purt of the room, and when sha avain laid her hand

upen her child, it no longerbresthed.  In the zilent solitude of
widnight ghe staod a childiess woman,

For Chatrya there semained no {arther hope ; she was siripped
of the last promise of consolation ; her health forbade her to leave
her bed : and she was doomed to lie daily exposed lo the taunts
of the harsh woman who atrended her, and to the goadings of her

own tortured mind. Shut :1 be wondered that hor temper gave

even the best of men,”’ 'l’hero seemed to remain nothing for heér.
but 1o corse God and die.””  From the wenry Joad of despair
her only relief was—hate. -

Meanwhile, to her road of saffering and shame, Goduari had
been ronning his paraifel courses of villainy and deceit. Iie had
canverted the lodge to his own use, and pnt the meney of the
iing in lis pocket. Farther than to descr: her, be cared not to
persecute her ; leaving it to the ban-dogs of Peverty and Infumy
to haunt her down the precipice of woe. WWell knowing that to
one of her condition, life was agony and circumstances was
arief, he dismissed his revengefn! thoughts toward her from his.
memory, and thought no more about her. Dut his
spirit towards the king was not yet exbansted, nor was his ambi-
tion yet sufliciently gratified. By the laws of the country
none but males werg allewed to asecud the throne, and on failure
of the blond relations of the reigniug king, his male connexions by

and it was manifest to Godari that if the queen were now dead
without issue, he would hinself be the heic precumptive of the
throne. To place upon his brow the envied corouet of so-
vereignty, it was onlv n?raasary that: lhe king ahdqueen should
cease to live.  Accordiungly, this remorseless fiiend and brother
resolved speedily to destroy beth of them. Awn accident, ere
lobg, prezented a means which promised suecess. .
The king was one day riding alone some distance from the city,
when he met a woinan in the road, whose miserable appearance
so much aflected him that he stopped to make some enquiries os
to hier condition.  She was sallow and wrinkled, though appa-
rently not with age 3 her hair was floating carelessly in the wind ;
and her tatiered garments barely protected her from the cald.
Goroyen addressed some questions 10 her, and his penetrating
eve dicovered, as he lnckied more closely at her, that this abject
person was no other than the object of his former love—Chatrya.
Shocked at sueh a result of wisery to others from his own con-
duct,

lexrned with inexpressible indigaation that the maligrant priest
had intercepted his intended kindness, and left the olijent of it to
perish in desertion. Goroyen explained to Chatrya all the cir-
cunstances of the case—spoke to her with kindness and regurd—
a language that had long ceased to greet lier ears—dechred to
her that his love had never fajled, and assured ber nothing should
hereafter be wanting that should contribute to her happiness.

““I: is too late,”” #aid Chatrya. ¢ There remains no happiness,
and hut little time, for meo on earth.
know thet you did not parposcly tura me over to neglect and
want.  The things of earth no longer interest me, but I will not
die until that cold and selfish priest hus tasted tho dregs of the
cup of veageance.”’

\When Goroyen reached the palace, he sent for Godari.

“ [ have seen Chatrya,”” sxid he, pale with escessive rage,
““ \WWhat have you to say ?*’

¢ Simply to enquire,’” said Godari, coldly, ** whethor she was
as miserable as she deserves to be ?*

“ You admit, then, the villainy which stands charged agaianst
you?"” suid Gorayen, gasping for breath.

¢ And only regret,”” said Godari, *¢ that part of the suffering it
produced did not light upon her accursed lover.”

¢ Leave me," roared the king.

The instant that the king had mentioned his having seen Cha-
trya, Godari kuew that he had bim in his power. He might
defy his vengeance, for an easy calculation of time assured him
that he could destroy the king sooner than the king could punish
him. The mode which he proposed was briefly this :—Ia the
river of Cavery, near to the temple i which he officiated, there
was:a fall of water above sixty {eet in height. On one side of
the cascada there rose a huge lip of rock, alout eighty feet above

ylio bore the reputation of a sorceress. She tottered into the
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the upper bed of the stream. It happened that Godari, in ram-

From hin she wight hope for sympathy and kind-|
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marriage succceded. No male relations of Goroyen survived ;

he demended if she hud not received the benefits of thei
provision which be bad directed Godari to make for her, and,

It is a comiort for me to!
‘{queen on the platform in the river, bad arrived. Before the ear-

way, or that her spirit Became harsh and malignant? ““ Dis-|
tress,”’ says the wise Duke of Newcastle, *‘ sonrs the mind of

The old woman!the top of the great rock he discovered a crevice or niche, which

{Was open towards the direztienin which the stream was flowing,
hut hidden for a fong distance by higher projections, from any
e was standing in 1his niche and Joak-
when he ob-~

lgooierver on the sheres.
ing down upon the horrid chasmn of waters below,
! served that a little platform of stone, which had been carved out
Ea zes hefore by a superstitionist, upea the lowest level of the.
waler, was directly below a huge piece of rock that lay loose-
upon the top of the eminence where he stood, and so singularly
thalanced that a very slight motion would suffice to cast it down.
This platform had been nsed for a long time a3 a standing-place for
iperaons who were required to bathe their heads in the falling wa-
ters of t] @ sacred river Cavery,in expiation of certuin crimes, as re-
quired by the sect of Seva.  The strictness of the order had been
'so much refazed of laie, that an instance of this sort of purification
had not ocearred for many years ; bat Godari as he examined the
place could not help remarking, with the fertile invention of &
sc!‘wminn villain, that i any crne ware standing on that plaiform,
ihe precipitation of this grest stone upon theic heads, wouald be a
mode of destroying them, as beautifal as it weuld be safe and
efficacions.  Ofthis gained knowledge’’ he now determmed to
nmke use for thie removal of t! e an. . -

As soon, therefore, as he went from his presence he hastened.
to the archives of the len'ple, and took dowu a volume of ‘the
institutes of the religion o_hevq. Ile turned over the leaves antil.
he fosnd o blank space upon one of the places large enough to
Tipimting vith admirable-
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contain a covnple of wrilten sentences.
skill the chirography, in which the rest of the book was written,
he inserted a paragraph to this effect among the ‘rules of tie.
order : That if any King, after taking the vath to abstaia from
holding any verbal rommumc.mon with a Samide, shonld by
accideut or deaign hold any conversation with one, he shoukd, the
moment ihe fanlt was diseovered, burn incense in the teniple for
two days, and then. together with his queen, perform the nsi.m]
ablatiun on the platforin on the Caveri, before trunsacting any
other bnsiness. As soon as Godari had finished the writing he
took the book, and proceeded to the room of the high priest, and
Iaid the passage before him. e informed him that the. king had
been holding communication with a womag of the fnbulden
race : and calling his atteation 1o the pecuiiarly sirong IonnuagQ
of tho mJu'xclwn in question, suggested to hun the propriety of
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now Pailing it in force: ‘
The venerable priest, witha plncnd sile, read the sentence
alluded to by Godari, and applanding the learning of his yonng '
friend for discovering a passuge in the sacred imtitules which he
confessed bad escaped him, he direcied the nsual deputation to
wait upon the.king with an order to appear at the temple. Thia
direction Godari obc)rd, with the substitution of ssading for
lwoing ; and having done all that was requisite, retired ta !ns
‘chamber to make his reflections.
« A most fortunate thing, this of the king's meeting with Chn-
‘trya 7 gaid he to himself when he wasalone. *“In the finst
'place it enubles mie to disappoint both of them in their plan of'
taking vengennes upon me. In the second ploce, it givesmo a
much carlier chance than 1 shon'd otherwise bave had, of sweep.
ing the- throne and placing myself upon it.  This deputation 2will
soon reach the palace, and from is avsival, all busivess there is
suspended. The only precaution I h.xve 10 take 1s to keep ciem‘
of all the services of this nceasion.’ :
Goroyen gave a respectful reception to the officers, and con-
sented at once to the course which was proposed. . He laid gside
the intention of proceeding agaivst Godari, antil the eeremuny:
was over, and went at once to the temple to commence the
burning of incense. :
The crisis was now approaching. The thivd day of the cere-
monies, the day appainted fur the purification of the king and

liest dawn, Godari had risen and gained the rock which was to be
the scene of his operations, He ascertained that the stone, which
he was to cast down, would alight directly upoa the platform,
aud that even after it had fullen he would be entirely invisibie
from all those spots that wonld probably be eccupied by specta-
tors. ‘There was no danger of his being interrupted or discovered,
for the elevation in which he was hidden wae usually called
“The inaccessible ;> and us it was directly above the place
where the king and queen were 10 eland, no one would think of
occupying it on this occasion. The niche or step on which he
stood was pretty narrow, and hung directly over the deepest part.
of the stream, ata height of an hundred and forty feet. As he
supported himself against the sides of the rocks which ros
around him, he cculd just discern, under the bubbled surface of
the poo! beneuth, the sharp top of a yellow rock.

Godari counted the hours in his perilous situation, until the
time appointed for the ceremony arrived. = At an early period in
the day numbers began to collect along the contiguous shores ; he
heard their movements and their voices. Atlength a shout fromthe,
multitude announced the coming of the royal couple. Godari, by
leaning over a little, saw them pass directly uwnder his feet, and
gam the platform, where they were again hidden from his view.




