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uated at Trinity College, Cambridge, England.
Ten times he won the Seatonian prize poem, a
foat without a parallel. He was remarkable,
Loth as poet and linguist, and possessed an un-
equalledd power in translating hy mns from other
Janguages, retaining not only the force and
beauty of the original, but often the metre in
which they were written. But no medieval
research in which he was much engaged, and
no wandering among the strange ordinances
aml rites of the Hastern Church, drew him
away from simple faith in his Saviour, Jesus
Christ,

Of many other well-known and deservedly
popular hymns, we can here give no full |ar-
tenlars, but the following summary may, per-
haps, be useful.

“Qur blest Redeemer, cre e breathed
1is tender last farewell,”
wus written by Harriet Auber, who was born in
London, in 1773, The missionary hymn:
“Thou, whose Almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard,”
wax written in 1813 by Rev. John Marriotl,
The well-knowu Litany hymn:
v Lord, in this Thy merey’s day,
Ereit pass for aye away,”
is by Rev, Isaac Williams,
“The roscate hues of early dawn
The brightness of the day,”
is by Mrs, Alexandor, the composer of su many
delightful hymns for children.
“ [ heard the voice of Jesus, say,
Come unto me and rest,”
wus written by Dr. Horatius Bonar, and so was :
“A few more years shall roll,”

&e, &e, &e.
“Come, Lord, and tarry not,”
&e., &, &e,
“(i0, labor on; spend and be spent.”
&e, &e, &e.

And the Sacramental hymn :

“llere, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face,”

and lastly :—

“Onward, Christian Soldiers,”
is the work of Rev. S. Baring-Gould, and first
appeared in 1853,

With much more that might be written on
our subjeet, we cannot bring it to a close with-
out special reference to two hymn-writers who
have left an indelible mark on sacred poetry,
John Henry Newman, and Frances Ridley
Havergal, Newman, we are told, was a poet and
musician from his schoolboy days. e gradu-
ated at Oxford, but did not take in his examin-
ations the high place expected of him, In 1823,
he was, however, clected & Fellow of Oriel Col-
fege, and became one of that band of men who
madeso great a stirin the religious world.  In
1332, a change came over him; doubts and
gloom hung over him, he went abroad, when
e wrote the “verses”” which afterwards ap-
peared in Lyra Apostolica.  They were hegun
in Rome. The next year Newman caught a
fever, while in Sicily, and though dangerously
ill, he told his servant ho should not die, as be
had work to do in England. While on the
Mediterranean on his homeward voyage, he
wrote the beautiful hymn

* Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling

gloom.”

Noone can fail to seo that the writer was
much affected by the circumstances in which
e was placed.  Another favorite hymn by
Newman is:

“ Praise to the Holiest in the height.”

On his return from Italy, Newman becume
immersed in the great religious controversy of
that eventful period. e wrestled long with
conflicting emotions, but found that his leanings
Romeward were at last too strong o resist.
The eables broke and he went,

The hymns of few writers have so quickly
became popular as those of Frances Ridley
Havergal. Her father was the Rector of Ast-
ley, in Worcestershire, the author of Havergal's
Psabmody and from whom sho seems to have
inheritod her remarkable, practical and musical
gifts, It is suid that she could play through
Handel, Becethoven, and Mondelssohn without
notes; and so astonishing was her memory,
that she knew by heart the New Testament, the
Psalms, and much of the Old Testament. Of
her hymns, which are in frequent use, we can
only mention the Advent hymn :

“Thou art coming, O my Saviour,”
and :

¢ Lord, speak to me that I muy speak,”
and:

“ 1 ¢ould not do without Thee,
O Saviour of the lost.”
and '
0 Saviour, precious Saviour,”
“Thy lite was given for me.”

Frances 1lavergal died in 1879, at tho nge of
forty-two, Onlya few minutos beforo her death,
while she was waiting as it were for tho
“wolden gates ' to be opened, she sang cloarly
through fuintly :

“ Jesus, [ will trast Thee, trust Thee with my
soul ;

Guilty, lost, and helpless, Thou can’st make

me whole.

There is none in heaven, or on earth, like

Thee:

Thou hast died for sinners; therefore, Lord,

for me.”

Such i3 a brief sketeh of a great subject.
From it, we shall have seen, how wo have
hymns in our hymn-hooks from all parts of the
world, from ancient and modern times, and how
the great heart of the Church had throbbed
alike in all generations, and how light and com-
fort have ever been streaming down fromi the
one service, to ease burdens and remove care.
We have passed under review hymns by writ-
ers of the Eastern and Greek churches, hymns
by Roman Catholies, Independents, Methodists,
and other religious budies, and sing them, as if
they were all written within the bosom of our
own Church. low plainly does this fact tell
us that, amid all diversitios that exist in the
Christian world, there is withal a wonderful
unity ! ILymns now form a chain which binds
together the Church of the past and the present,
us well as different nations, languages and
creeds, Who shall sny that hymns shall not
prove 1o be u powerful factor in bringing about
Christian unity, and forming that “one flack ”
which shall meet around the ‘Throne of God ?

« FORMS AND CEREMONIES.”

Wo desiro to say a few plain, simple, direct
and definite words under the above hending.
Our own conviction is that we shall do better
by strengthening the things that remain to us,
and rebuilding our breaches, than by sallying
out to attack others while our own fortress is
partially dismantled and our forces disorganised.
We are, naturally enough, reaping what others
have sown in the past, the fruits of careloss-
ness, irreverence, and ignorance. One speci-
men of the melancholy teaching of former days
was that which prevailed about forms and coro-
monies, in the name of spiritunl religion.
People were taught to despise and distrust all
forms and ceremonics as * weak and beggarly

clements;” a man could pray anywhero :1pd
everywhere; a church was well enough in its
way ; a man wanted no priest, no intermediary
of any kind ; a clergyman mm}']ht bo useful to
lead or conduct services, but t.

ere was nothing

in his offico to give any of thom special valuo
or eflicaey,

It was not to be wondered at that when at-
tendance at public worship was not more dotin-
itoly dwelt upon, and that, when dwelt upon, it
was put forward more beeause of what we got
than what we gave in il; when the idea of wor-
ship as something offered to God was xo littlo
recognized, that many practically came tothink
ofit as but littlo of & permanent and practical
obligantion.  We are dealing generally with this;
and other rosults of it were that the Saeraments
“ordained by Christ Himsel” wore placed in
the same catogory of forms and ceromonios, and
were treated with equal carelessness, suspicion,
or contempt by many, What lay at the root
of all this was the failure of recognising and
seeing and believing thal the wisible Chureh of
Christ is a Divine institution, endowed by her
great Head with manifold gifts and graces, and
as such tho agencey in His hands for all time for
training souls both for the 1lere and Herenfter,
Onee we grasp this great fundamoental trath wa
shall not Tightly despise or ignore the rervices,
offices, and sncraments of the Church, knowing
as we then shall do their Author, their orvigin,
their aim, und theirend, Bulas it is, how few,
comparatively, of our people have any dofinite
idea of these Church principles; and they can
hardly bo blamed, for they havo not been taught
them,

When a clergyman is personally respected
and popular, or if he be n good proacher, his
churech may beo fairly filled; but n change
comes, his successor is less atiractive and like-
able, many consoquontly stay away, and do so
without any compunction or qualms of conscienco
Of course & good Churchmun will value goowd
yreaching and bright and hourty services; hut
]m will not be absent himself from God's houso
and the Lord’s Tublo beeause tho services wd
germons are not all conducted with the decornm
and ability he would wish.  We know this us o
fact ; people have said to ourselves—monning,
we suppose, to be complimentary—“ Wo shall
not go to church while you aro having your
holiduy.” One is stunned to hear these things
said, oven kindly.

Then, again, ivok af what is found almost in-
variably in every parish, a number of young
men engaged in banks or husinesy housos who
never cross the threshold of o chureh ) this is
our own experience,  Wo spoke some time ago
to a lady about & young friend of hers, who he-
longed to this unhappy eluss, and her reply was
practically this: * Oh, make your mind easy;
I know very well Mr. Sr-and-So never goes to
chureh, but he is o very good Protestant for all
that ; Die is lodging in & Roman Cathalic honse
in the town.  There was n religious picture in
his room—zn picture of the Blessed Viregin,
“Pake it away,” Le said Lo the Tandlady, “Talee
it away out of that, or Ill Lreak it with iy
stick,”  Oh, dear, no, there's no fear of' Mr, So-
and-So; hie's a very good Protestant) indeed.”
Still we are inclined to ask, what is the noral
effect produced in the minds of Roman Catholies
with ‘whom such “good Protestunts™ lodge,
when they see they nover attend divine service,
and only exhibit their religious zeal in n de-
structive direction towards the religious sym-
bols of those who differ from them on these
points. Such people nre certainly n great
source of wenkness to us, wind we hold very (lis-
tinetly that their aloofuess from all public wor-
ship is fur too lightly thought of; indeed muny
people do not scem to consider it sinful, a view
the contrury of which we hold very docidedly,
considering the nature of the day, of the house,
and the service whick they treat with open
contempt, Bul, as already raid, one groat
source of this unhappy state of things i, that
we had not realised in past times, or perhaps
had forgotten, the divie origie nnd sanetions
of the Church and her xervices,  Indeed, so
much time and trouble wore devoted to depre-
cinting all this, even to denying it, that we cun



