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THE SCHOOL OF THE PRINTING
OFFICE.

‘I'he lessons tanght in the School of the Primting Office are
50 numerous that few can be noticed, and none dwelt upon at
lengtly, in the brief space allotted to # single article. Al how-
ever, are of importance to a correct knowledge and a success-
ful carrying on of the ““ art:* and thaugh they may have been
atluded to before, the beginning of nnew year is a fitting time
to recall them to memory, and urge that they be neither. over-
looked nor ignored.

It is only by constant study that any printer can mect the
demiands of the ‘Chere appears to be no limit to the ca-
pabilities of type metal in the type founder's hands,  The
forms of yesterday are looked upon as already old in this [ast
age,.and all are upon the gu/ wive for w the morrow will
produce, and ready to seize upon the possibilities.

But there are certain things connected with the ‘“art pre-

servative ** that can never become old @ certain principles and
duties that will last as long as press and type : and they un-
desdie all that makes printing what it has become, and will add
1o §ts greatness and power as the years roll on, i but righily
understood and acted upon,

It has been well written that  cleanliness is next 1o godli-
0 Frue, it cannot be carvied to the extreme that it is in
“Cmy Tady’s chamber,” but it can be much more than is gener.
ally the . "T'he reasons given why a printing oflice should
be o Jumher raons, dirty, littered with paper and inky mis.
takes, have long been ohsolete, if indeed they were in the le,
tenable,

With the more ample space, and light, sl conveniences of
the present, there is no plausible excuse for an accumulation
id sense of smell,  In a sank
tary point of view alone, there should never be any thing of
the kind, if the printer holds his life and health in the same
ratio with those engaged in other callings. . Desides, dirt and
confusion are enemies of rapid and successful work, No
man can do labor in as Agdug a mavner, or with one-half ihe
pleasure, in a filthy ofice that he can in a clean and pure
one, ‘The evitlence of that is 100 apparent. to need enlarging
npon,

We hold, consequently, that CLEANLINGSS is prima fucke
evidence of a gond printer.  Certainly, dirt and Liter never
contributed toward the setting up of a ** good job,'" even
thowgh, now and then, one may be gotten out in definnce of
it, if there is a sufficiency of patience and enongh of time
wasted,  Set down cleanliness, thercfore, as the first study
taught in the printing office, and see that nothing runs countur
to it.

of things offensive to the eye

S

Oanpur is a natural growth of cleanliness.  Attention to
one is attention to the other,” They are so’ interwoven as to
he very difficult of separation, cven if it is possible. The
quickest way to *“clean up” is to put all that is ¢ lying
arotnd lonse '™ in their proper places.  Order goes ever with
s her handmaiden. ‘The  rubbish** cannot be
swept away without doing very much toward its establish-
ment, and with the ene we have an’ almest surety of the
other, :

neatness

Puxcreatiry is the very essence of success. Not only
punctuality in fulfilling engagements, but in being “on
hand** when the time of working arrives. You may chase
alost hour all day and never be able to cateh it, try never
so hard ; on the contrary, it will chase youn, and annoy and
defeat your plans.  Beginning work at the appointed time
makes the rest comparatively easy,  ‘Fhere is nothing of
““ hurry *°* then, as is certain to be the ease with the sluggard
and the loiterer,  'The prompt man is one who, as a rule,
plist h—is sutisfiecd with himself, and gives
ction to his employer. e goes cheerily about his
tasks, and they do not deag on his hands ;. or what says the
old song— '

“ Your merry heart gangs
Your sad one tives a mile

When the hour comes, there is the man.,  He annoys not
others by coming Iate.  And such a one can be trusted.  As
he began, so will he finish ; and when *¢ slack times ™ come he
has no fear of being discharged, knowing his own worth and
fecling that it is appreciated.

Poxcruanry in fulfilling engagements, in keeping your
word to the letter, is, also, a *“ right bower” of success, and
when accidents come, as come they will in the best regulated

satis

* the day,

2 business man, but
T'he time 2o the hour
cquent moment Afs. Many 2
200t patron has lost his patience by runuing after or waiting
fora job, and you Jost a customer that you conld illy aflord to
‘pare. This never should be, and there is no valid excuse for
it.. You have it within your power to say when work can
be finished, and any reasonable man will not grumble i he
has faith in your worl, Rut when you i dy,
he has a right, morally and legally, 1o depend upon it, and
hould not be disuppointed. A promise wnfulfilled in ihis
regard  (unless id bar, ar cir arise, or
sickness and death come, that make it beyond the bounds
of human power) is falschood, and nuy milder name is but
evasion,

not only detracts from your reputation as
may cause serious annoyance and lass
of promise is you

v it will be re:

Tasre is as nece:

of life—the wsthetic

ry in the printing office as in any walk
s much 2 component part of the manipu-
fation of 1ype and border and rule s of pencil nud brush, ‘The
uninitinted cannot coneeive how very mnch an eye for beanty
has o do with the proper sclection mnd arrangement,  (ne
“hand 7 will Fashion material into something pl W o
he eye—something that will give satisfretion, and another
from the same make a * boteh,” that is repugnam to every
sense,  There is a *“litness  in the possibilities of a print.
ing office that should be studied mueh more than it is,  “laste
should be more cultivated, and the higher forms of beauty
songht, A printer should e boh ke and untike the wife of
Sam Slick, described by himself,  ** She hasn't an ear for

dd, ** It she has an eye for diet”” A printer
should love the cheerful ** elick ™" of the type, the rattling and
whirling of the pre nd the deep diapason of 1he engine
that keeps adl moving, in a redm of urder and cleantines
These things go far toward establishing the beanty of the
whole,

iut itis of the tasteful arrangement of the component s
of joh, or paper, or “ad,” that we were speaking—having
the * head ™ and ** display ** lines fit the * body All who
handle type know what this means, and how = stight change
will often turn an eufre thing into 2 tastefild, beautiful and
satisfaciory one,

In the present, when inventor and designer and founder are
iving o mach time to the exaltdon and heautifving of the
“art "—when the delicate e
when there is absolutel,

ry of the graver is rivaled—
- nothing that can be earved or etched
H wduced in type menl, icis incumbem upon the
printer 1o do his quota, and, by the cultivation of taste, by

hing for the | ifil, to raise the Tard of the *“ art,"”
cwil it arrives to the very limit of human perfection, Tt will
‘ay to do so—will hecome a pleasure, and the * works tha
live after them " will be a better monument than marhle thy
e performed his task aright, and ke a worthy follower o
Franklin,

atis ot rep

RuauLarery chimes so intimately with punctuality amd
order that little can be said more than has already been, A
well defined and faithfully followed
marvellonsly,  Itis the *“ governor®® of the entire machine ;
the contralling power over the *“ lonse ends ;** the index finger
upon the dial of business, that makes one thing follow another
vithont clashing, and keeps all upon the mave.  With'it, there
can be no jar or confusion, and thonsands of the perty annoy-
~ances of life are avoided.  Method is more than haste in the
zreat majority of cases:

is *¢ heaven's firse law.”  ‘The hare
ran swifily, but the slow plodding tortoise kept up its regular
progress, and, arriving first at the goal, wou the prize.
“ Slap-dash*’ siyle, ** hit and mj hion, ¢ miss’ far
more frequemly than they “ hit,”  Regular work, regular
hours, regular habits, produce regular patrons and regnlar
payments, and that is the life blood of printing as of all other
hranches of trade,

Intempeeranct!, What a text for a sermon!  What a
theme for a sad song!  Important as are all the other lessons
taught in the School of the Printing Office, they fade into
nothingness before it. Al their benefits cannot do away with,
can never be an aceepted sacrifice for its curse,  Its name §s
devil, and its work is darkness, doom, destrnetion and death
Over its.portals is written, in letters of flame, the motto of the
Tnferno ¢ ** Who enters here feaves hope behind “~hope, the
sole thing left to mankind when the accursed hox of Pandora
was opened §

Over all class
trade, professi

es of society, in every walk of life, in every

printing offices, even as in *¢ the best regulated families,” "the
fact wilt be a good friend and defend. Having hlish
a name for always being panctual, your word will not he
questioned, and every possible facility given, A job promised
should never be delayed. - Vou have no means of judging of
what importance it may be to the customer, and when the ap-
pointed time comes he should have it.  Every instant of delay

and o ion, its withering blight is cast.
Snt, perchance, there is nowhere that it falls with more fatal
power than in the printing office, At least, we see and feel it
more deeply there ; and would that we were “‘trampet.tongued,””

tem advances work

zine. He is not a perfectly sane man—cean never be while
under the inflnence of his enps. e will certainly disregard
all the fundamental rules liid down as important for sucee:
will never be puncuund, neat, orderly, nor can have any bhat a
disturbed conception of beanty ; cannot be relied upon an all in
an emergency ; cannot be relied upon at all, for the very howr
when he is needed the most, the chances will be that he is-
making « beast of himself in some saloon, or sleeping ofl’ the
flects of his' potion as a beast,
Loaking back through the yea
and first handled “stick and rule,” we mark the wreeks of
manhood by the wayside with sorvow and tears
been the quicksands that have drawn in, o
lefi sears upon many hearts that even time can never heal.
Plack pictures rise up from memory,  "The youny, the strong,
the talented, the one in the prime of life and uscfuluess, the old
wan with s ed lock: | have been sucked down in the
macls ‘T'here are graves every
dugz them was intemperan ever by its side,
and destroction goes with it a. dwind,  Children ase
s than orphaned, and wives more than widowed,
e of countless happy homes has been tarned into a living
ul the murderous knife siot left wnstained with hlood.
Our experence at of the world, “The same panorama of
misery and crime is unrolled before all eyes. One picture is
but the reproduction of amother, Al the pigments used e
snd tinted, save as dashed with the erimson of precious Dlomd.
Phere is not, never can be, a single ray of light, or bloom, or
Not a glimpse of happiness ever gilds the gloom, 1t
s a pathering of blighted hopus, lives thrown awsy, opgortini-
ties wasted, wealth squandered, love broken-hearted, squalid
poverty, waves of lisome prison, the ravings of
delirinm, the |.muru ere we writimg a sermon, . we
wonhl tremblingly ter such a life, after the sod had
covered the abused body and the sonl stood before the Judg-
ment bar, what then? Tt we forbear, 1t is not our pléasure
nor oy provinee,  ‘The warld of the drunkard curses
cnongh for him without our travelling beyond, and . assuming
he prevogative and the duty of another profission,
But with Intemperance we—all who in the slight
have the good of their fellow
who docs not rise his voice
of man, and stands self-conv
e greatest, the most wide:
our nition amd our time—1l

since we “learned the case””

Rum has

how many ¥ h

re, and the hand that

t depree
it henrt—=have o do: and he
ninst it s unworthy of the name
ed of moral cowardi tis
spread, the wost deadly curse of
nost insiduons, 1t twines within
g hareor of Michael Angelo—the
amed the serpent of the siill, Tt
hd its enthrace awfid, slimy, clinging
s bt to make dronk s mak
victims hopeless, friendless, godles
monster of destruction, growing fal upon t nd pro:
Blood, amd Jaughing as 3t ever dags down i res 1o perdi--
ton,
One would think, in 1 et sge of the world, there!
would he no necessiy of raising 8 warning voice upon the sube
ve been written, lectures delivered, whose
, i strung wgeether, would form i net for the worlid, but
is patent that the curse yet remains,  The evidences
in o admit of denfal, We see them in our duily
i ‘I'dey spenk from the
jon-honse, 1t canses the
rihestone : the cries for bread from the
bloaod of the widow ; the erection of the:
gibbet the graveyard. - o
Shall shere be no end to this?” Can - nothing be done to save
and purify ¢ To us who {ove printing, and believe it 1o be the:
it develves to guard it from” desceration,
wvery printer is brother, “There is an invisible land of
nnion betweer sort of o lodged ™ Freemisonry,  'I'oo
tuch, far oo mueh, have we suffered from 1he poison, nnt 10
pray for a cure, We wonld save, il we eanld; would fing
abroad- i wide mamle of charity ; would lilt up the fullen;
waoull e QL nee-to the weak—hut we cannot. entirely
sacrifice ourselves,  Weall have onr Lares and Penates, aml
they mnst not be forgotien, - We have wives and children,
whaose love must not be thrown to the winds, and who mnst be
cherished and protected from the rough winds,  Not always
ted c:‘f be killed when the prodipal, depied all shelle
and starving upon husks, is forced 1o retarn, Our duty s first
10 those dependent upon us 3 after that, others, And w
does this duty teach ? - Is the lesson not plain? ‘The for
< of seventy times seven has been more thas given
are called upon 1o act, “Act, how?  Surely, so b y
felt, ‘The duty of the employer is plain,  Intemperance
must be driven from the prinming office. It cam soon be done,
Mark the man who persists init. - Give him no right hand of
fellowship ; give him no employment.  “Uhere are plenty of
saber men to take the places 3 and if they do nat reform, and
persist in going to the dogs, the betier for those who re.
main, .
It must come to this at Jast, even if the time is delayed;
Costly pre: and material are not safe in the hands of one
given to incbricty, At any moment wholesale destraction may
come, and then who is te pay the dnmage ¥ Not the one who
spends his-all in the groggery and wine shop, ides, the
morals of the craft forbid; and the sorrow and mis Ty, the
starvation, the destriction of character and the destruction of
precions i life, all cry ont as angels against it
Men, printers, we call upon you to act-—7e act nos, - ‘Uhere
is no time for delay,’ Let the year just dawned be fruitful in
the blessings of temperance, Lt the craft be purified, re-
deemed, raised up,  Let it be known and respected—he for-
ever freed from the curse of the wine cup, and its long teain of
evit and horrors,  With heart and hand we will go with you;
will do all that within us Ii The many are upon the right
side—the few mast join the ranks or be driven from it,
These are a few of the lessons taught in the School of the
Printing Office.  They deserve a careful study and earn
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pr

gutter and thander from 1he s
wailing upon the h
s

raise our voice against its folly and \| , s pora’
degradation, and its eternal punishment, No man who gives
himself to inebricty should have any foothold in a printing

office, Heis almost as dangerous there as in a powder maga.

thought, No one can hnpe to become a good -and pected
and successful printer without doing s The few idens we
have advanced show something of their importance, bt not
all; very far fromit.  Pages might be added.  But, enough!

¢ look forward to a golden harvest of good. Shall our
hopes be vain? .




