CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

May 2, 1874.

LITERARY NOTES.

Bret Harte is threatened with the loss of his eyesight.
Mrs, Oliphant is writing a volume of ¥ Scenes of Florentine
Life,” ’

Ernest Renan has nearly completed his. “ Origin of Chris-
tianity.”

A new novel by Mrs. Pender Cudlip (Anvie Thomas) is
announced.

A povel by Senor Castelsr is announced at Madrid—* The
Story of & Heart.”

It is denied that Victor Hugo ever refused to allow ¢ Quatre-
Vingt-Treize " to appear in German,

Delavigne is the real name of ¢ Julins Verne,” the extrava- ~

gant Freuch pseudo-scientific fiction writer,

Henry M. Stanley has & book in press entitled ¢ Coowmassie
and Magdala; the Story of two British Campaigns.”

Sains Faul’s, the Eopglish monthly magazine, has been
changed into a weekly paper called the Ssturday Journal,

Mr. Disracli is reported to have completed a new political
vovel ; if so, it is not likely to see the light during his reign
of office.

The Honse that Baby Built® is the title of a brochure
recently issued by the author of ¢ The Fight at Dame Earopa’s
School.”

The Laureate's welcome has been turned into Russian for
the Duachess, although she speaks English well, and it is even
better in Russiaa.

& Waldfried,” Auerbach’s pew romance, will appear simul-
taneously in English, Dutch, Italiau, and Russian.  There will
be no French translation.

The biography of Edgar Allan Poe, now being written by J.
H Ingram, will, it is promised, advance a defeuse of his
memory against the assertions of Griswold.

Vice-President Wilson has finished the second volume of his
history of slavery in the United States. This volume brings
the parrative down to the Presidential election of 1880,

George Augustus Sala has suceeeded Shirley Brooks in the
editorship of the Home News, 8 weekly paper of Earopean in-
telligence for circulation in India. It is needluss to say that
he is well paid.

Tre Cavaoiax Mostuuy for April has reached us rather
late. It contains a number of useful and well-writtsn papers.
Its serial is a prize story entitled,  For Kinzand Country,” of
which chapter ix, has been reached,

Ecckmaun, the dramatist, does all the writing for the firm,
for bis collaborateur Chatrian never touches the pen. Bat
Chatrian hus remarkable taste in the matier of strle, and,
being a master in groaping, knows how to throw the charac-
ters into proper rolief.

Prosper Merimé's mysterious ¢ Unknown,” to whom so
waoy of his philusopbic, sentimental letters were addressed,
is now beleved to have been wholly a mytb, like the « Clara
Gazel ” whose poems the same author once pretended he had
translated ¢ from the Spanish.”

Prof. Blackie is writing & new volume of ¢ssays which will
be opposed to many of the views of Mr. Grote and Prof, Max
Muller. There will be discussions of ““T'he Theology of Homer,'
#The Prometheus Bound,” # Mythological Interpretation,”
“The= Onomatopoctic Principle in the Formatioa of Language,”
and other historic, literary, and philological sabjects. ’

Victor Hugo is systematic as tireless in his litzrary labour,
He cate fish very pientifully to keep up the supply of phos-
pkorus to the brain, dictates his novels, poems, and political
absurdities tu his two jaded secretaries from early morning
uptil late at night, and on the day of his son’s burial, some
weeks ago, lefi his proof-reading in the moming to attend the
funeral, and returned to it after the ceremonies.

- Two well-known German writers are just now analysing
two Engtish authors. Friedrich Spielhagen, in Die Gepemrar:,
is making a profouni and exhaustive study of George Eliot,
or, more correctly, of the philosophy of the novel in the ab-
_stract by the light of ¢ Middlemarch™ In other words, in set-
ting forth bis theory of the art of writing romances, he takes
George Eliot as the typical artist. Could a greater compli-
ment be paid to that brilliant writer? Dr. Julinn Schwmide,
the author of a rather duil history of G :rman literatare, is con-
ributing to the National Z:itung a series of articles on Mr.
Carlyle.

Edward King takes us through Tennesses, Georgia, and
South Carolina in the present number of Scrizver's. These
papers maintain themselves excellently, and the illustrations
are in the highest atyle of art.  Whaen collected into a volume
they will be very valuable, We cannot enunerate all the
articles which grace the pages of this splendid magazine. We
must call attention, however, to a study of Alfred Tennyson,
begun in this number, by Stedman. 1t is a case of laudari @
virs laudalo.

Tue ATLANTIC came to us with the announcement of a great
poem on Agassiz by James Russell Lowell, We read it with
¥reat interest. It is worthy of its subject and its aushor, but
by no means to be compared to the ¥ Commemoration Ode.”
“ Rachel at the Well ™ is worthy of Trowbridgs. ¢ Be-
hind the Convent Grille” is a mediocre bit of padding.
Warner and Aldrich contribute their pleasant fancies, The
Critical department of the mazazing strikes us s very satis-
r;air:tqry this month, especially the portions devoted to Art and
Music.

ST. Nicaoras for May is perhaps the brightest number yet
issued of this bright little periodical—the queen of juveniles.

-The Hlustrations, from the full-paged trontispiece to the Re-
bus -are not only well chosen but well exceuted. @ Some-
thing New,” in the Riddle-box, is a pleasant study for the
Tittle ones.  Of the letter-press we can only say that it main-

~taios itself at the usual atandard of this monthiy. Thare is
little. conventionality about it, and much freshaess. We par-
ticularly note % The Peach Boy,” ¢ Tae Magic Keys,” ¢ Miss
Fanshaw's Tea Party” ¢ Chrestmor City,® “The Robin's

Nest,” and “ Not such a Noddy as He Looked.” i

Tar Garaxy has several very readable papers.  The first of
a series on Scandioavia, by Clemens Potersen, promises a
good deal of information on a subject little known in this
country. - Richard Geant White has another of his articles on
Language, which are fall of interest, though somewhat marred
by qumintncss, prolixity, and obscurity. * Rachman and Ter-
‘taga” is a singular story of the Thugs. .Awmong the sketch.:3
. 'we bave particularly notice ! are # M. Roque's. Hobby,” aud
1o the Dack.” The poetry of the number is not beyond the
average, although such names ag William Winter and How-
“ard Glyndon figure among the contributors,: ‘I'ne Editorinl
-Migcellanies at the end are very full,

* RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

The English Old Testament Revision Company concluded
their twenty-second sossion on the 27th of March, after revising
for the first time the tr=asiation of the Book of Joshua and
Judges T, TLL,

The A. P. U, C. (Association for the Promotion of Unity in
Christendom), an English High Church guild, bave at last
apparently achieved some success in the direction in which
they have been striving for the last fiftecn years,

The annual report of the Procurator of the Synod of the
Russian Church to the Czar coutains a section on union with
the Anglican body. It stater that a petition has been pre-
sented to the Synod by 122 Auglican miaisters praying the
Synod to promote the union of the two Churches. The peti-
tioners express a willingness to accept the Russian Church’s
doctrine, but prefer their own ritusl.  To this the Synod has
signified 1ts assent.

Ritualism was oue of the principal matters that vccupied
the attention of the delegates at the recent anouasl meeting of
the English Church Association, The report states that the
Ritualistic movement, which at the outset seemed confined to
a merv question of rites aud rubrics, has developed into an
avert attempt to build up the alien Church of Rom» upon the
ruins of the Church of Eagland Oune by one nearly every
doctrine and ceremony of Popeiy has been adopted, natil it has
becowe almost impossible to distinguish the churches and
books uader the direction of the Jesuits from those uoder the
control of the Ritunlists,

A letter from Japan in the Cologne Gazette says that the
religious question, which is an increasing topic of dissussion
amopg the Japanese, has again been brought before the public
by a memorandum issned by two officials of the religious de-
partisent.  The memorandum begins by pointing out that
Japan has made such immense progress that her civilizition
and commerce are equal to those of Europe, but that in re-
ligious matters she still hesitates between Buddhiam aad
Christianity. It therefore proposes that public disputations
should b2 organizad berween Buddhist and Shinto priests on
one side, and Christisn preachers onthe other.  Ech of these
disputations would take place on a specifiad subj:et, to be
agreed upon beforehand by the contending parties. The
speeches would be taken down by shorthaad writers, and pub.

Clished i several languages: and aa interval of tea days
would elapse between one disputation and the next. By these
means, the memorandum continues, the world would be able
to decide which religion is the true one, and make itg choice
accordingly.

Cardinal Franchi succeeds the late C«rdinal Barbabo as Pre-
feet of the Propagandy at Rome.  He is one of the new cardi-
nals, has been secretary of the Congregation of the Propaganda
for Oriental rites, and 1= fi{ty-five years old.

Some very valuable statistics of the Waldensiau Chureh have
been recently published in the Annurs de U Eqlise Evangéilique
Vaudsiee. There are sixteen of the ancient churches remain-
ing—fifteen iu the valleys aad one in-Tarin. A theological
school is also maintainzd in Florence, The members of the
valley churches vary from 2354 to 1,394 for each. Sunday-
schools and day-schiools are maintaived, the latter attended in
winter by ons-ifth of the entice population. The entire num-
ber of ministers is fifty. This venerable Church is active in
missionary work throuchont Italy, and bhas united with the
Feee Church, the Wesleyans, and the Episcopal Methodists in
forming an interBissionary committee, with the design of
sscuring harmonious co-operatinn,

The Rev. Navayan Sheshadri, whose visit to- this country
laat year has doubless not passed out of the recollection of
onr readers, has been on a preaching tour through parts of
Ireland, where he mot with more than ong experience. At
Dablin, Coleraine, Belfast, Darry, and elsewhere, he met with
the heartivst receptions, and addressed large crowds of eager
hearers, Of his reception in Couonor, a correspondent of the
Christiin Int-lligenc.r writes: # He appeared there on their
fist-day, before commuunion, at the close of & service of two
hours, and when bhe ascended the pulpit every neck was
stretched to catch a gight of him-  Most of them had never
secn a Hindoo or a turban before, and for an hour aund a half
e had & breathless andicucs, When he and the Rev, W F,
Stevenson, the convener of our foreign missions, got out of the
chinrch they found the people raaged ia two lines on each
side ot the footpath and along theroad he was to pass, iu order
to get another look at him - Seeing this, Mr. Stevenson pro-
posed they should shake hands with him as he passed.. From
each side a perfect forest of hands was extended.  All went
well till he got to the church-yard gite, when these behind
made a rash to et near him again, and he was actually swept
away for some distance by thé surging crowd.”

From all appearances, 1874 is to bea great year for pil-
grimages. One hasg already been planned from the Uaited
States to Rome. In England, Archbishop Mauning will in
person conduct a number of the faithful to Su. Edmund of
Canterbury, at Pontigay, near Sens—a place doubly interest-
ing to English Catholics as being the home of St, I'homag of
Canterbury during two years of his exile, as well as the rest.
ing place of St. Edmund for eight hundred years. ‘This pil-
grimnye is arranged to take place in the second half of Auguat.
In France the pilgrimages will, it is’ 8aid, far surpass those of

last year; and more than this, the pilgrims will give proof of

their fervent piety by submitting to unwonted bodily mortifi-
cations. There will be more travelling on foot than in sleeping
railway carriages, and there will be none of the proxy pilgrima

of last year, A great development is further aaticipated in-
the form of international pilgrimages; one i4 to be organized .

for England in June, being.a return to

‘the Euglish religious
excursionigts to Paray-le-Monial, R :

HOME NOTES.

A writer in an Eaglish magazine waxes cynical over the
dress follies of fashionable worshippers. ~ Such a coongregation
tworshipping’ in their Sunday clothes is, he says, a sight to
feod upon, ¢ Madgo Wildfive stuck steaws in hor hair, and the
humaune pitied her ; only the cruel laughed at her, " Bat Mrs,
Smith comes to her devotions with half ‘a sheaf of artificial
wheat ou her head (as trimming for a two.guinea bonnet), and
no one seems to think it an odd item in: ber toilet, . With a
«loth hood, or part of a shawl turned over her head, Mrs,
Smwith would ook like the good, kind soul that she is; but
with all the beard of the wheat.ears bristling round her face,
sheis aslittlelike asensible womau as she ia like Cores, Cap-
tain Horshue-Ping confesses ou his kneey that he is a slanar,
and his ¢sackcloth and ashes® consists of the tightest of
gloves and boots, the ¢ londest of ties, and jowelry typical of
his sporting tendencies.  The Lady Angela mourns her trans.
gressions in apotless attire, thinking of that horrid shabby
wotnin who brushed agaiust her as she camo ivto chorch.” So
long a8 our writer is fair sod above board, dealing out his

sproaches indiscriminately to both sexes he is weleome to
rail, as far as the monde i+ concerned. But il is rare to find a
man—we presumy it is a man who wrote the above—ao just to
tithe poor women,” as to'include his own sex in his censares

Here is another cynic, but one of a ditferent kind ; uvuspar-
ing in her criticism, though there is not a little truth behind
the stinyg she uges so unmercifully, She writes from Paris,
% You never see & young girl invelvast and her mother in tulle
except they are un Awerican mother and daughter, and 1
uever saw a French woman whost front hair looked like a
poodle dog’s back, Vaaity without comwmon sense has made
more ‘frights’ in looks among American women than their
Creator is accouniable for, and nowadays, when fashions are
so adaptable, nooneis excusmble in not biing at least pre-
sentable, But so loag as the word 'stylish’ supersedes all
others in our vocabulary, and so long as»oddity* is the svno-
uyme of style, I suppose those of us who are nuither one or
the other can only foid our hinds asd wait for our turn.”

A new thing in riding skirts has recently bean brou:zht out
in Paris, namely, juseeloshe or bellskirt.  In appearance it
muat present much  the appearance of the habits in vogue a
century ago.  (For a description oonsult Chacles Reado's
v Wandering Herr?')  The bell is to b: «astight as an um.
brella-cass,” exceedingly plaig, with a few gatherings behind,
and indeseribable cironlar ornaments of untold gracefalnass
atl round. with a tight bodice or corselet, over which comes a
rich searf of cambric or lnce tied up in an opnlent baw b:hind,
Ladies whose torce dovs pot cotrespoud with Praxitelean pro-
portions, or those who have the figure szlacted by Ralzae as
indicative of a kindly disposition sod faithful heart, are al.
lawed by the ardiler elegintizrum 10 wear a velvet or other,
jacket over the treacherous  corselet."”

Gas-light silks is the pame given to some Parlaian noveltivs
of manufucture, Among these are f-ume, or foam groen,
azure and Indienne bluz, prle rose, gris.peris, a tender lilac
with pinkish bue, and a new fuint grey almost as blue as the
gky.

Apropox de gants, which i very far from being the same thing
as dpropae de botter, it may interest the reader to know that there
are no less thau twelve handred shadzs v uew gloves, This
is offizial from Paris,  With 5o many shades to choose from,a
few hints to guide the choice may ba found useful, The
leading colours are silver grey and silvery drab. Then tuere
are groys with a dash of another colonr in them, such as blue-
grey like slates, gresn-grey or mignonnstte, black or ink
grey, and the blue-black with greyi h tones. With dressy
black toilettes the following gloves are worn: Beufl, pearl,
lavendes, salmon, aond tea rosv, For cutdoor wear lopg-
wristed gloves with three buttons are now invariably used,
but for fall dress four or six buttons are seen., Gants de Sudds
or undresaed kid are worn by ¢légantes with morning costumes.
They are now made in dark draband buff shades, with two,
three, and four buttons, while others have closed tops that fit
the arm as though moulded to it, and these require only ene
button.

From dress to diamounds i3 no very great feap. The Ralti-
more monde is in ecstasivaover a diamond crossrecontly mads
for one of the daughters of the monumant city, at a cost of
22,000, The design is unique and the workmnnship of the
most artistic and e¢laborate chiaracter, The centre is compnsaed
of a large dinmond, surrounded by cleven smaller diamonds,
all of the purest water. - Thearins and their Aordated termin.
ations are studded with the same precious jewels, the ends
bring adorned with a closter of four diamonds, They space
not covered with the glistening stones is adorned with purest
gold and finc enamelled work in black, heightening the effect
of the dinmonds., The length of the cross is nbout three
inches.

The Baltimore jewel, howaver, pales ita ineffectual firer be-
fore the glory of the diamonds belonging to the French actress,
Mile. Duverger, which' were recently disposed at nuction
at ‘the " Hotel Drouot, in Paris.  Among the jewels
sold was a magaificent necklace, which contained twenty-
roven diamonds of the purest water, was the fiest article sold,
It wag not disposed of in one lot; but was divided into four-
teen, which produced the sum of 150,000 francs, ‘The ear-
rings (belonging to the set), which were composed of two
superb solitaires, with psndanta each formed of » single pear-
shup:d- diamond, were gold for 75000 francs, while a single
large rectangular diamound “brought 50,000 francs, Tho .most
beantiful of all the ornaments is vet to bo sold. It is a brooch
formed of a large sapphire set in diamonds, and with a sapph-
ire pendant. ‘This superb trinket ia. said to have cost 200,000
francs ($40,000)! Thy oddest part of the aale was the dispossl
of the morocco and velvot cases which had ouce coutained
thewe sparkling treasures, and which in’ several instances
were stamped with the coat-of-armg of the noble or royal
donor, Thia lot was sold to an old-clothes vendor of the Rue

:de Provence for the sum of 80 franys.




