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WHAT MIUNTY HAVE BEEN.

1{-s0 and 30, this might huve Luen :
Well, grdntit; roll tho yvenrs away,
And Lu agnin on such u day,
- At such & point, in such a scone,

‘Phence starting {reah, thy course pursue
{Intil thegiven timue i8 gone,
And be to-day just xuch noone

As thou hadst been, if this wure true,

fr there not sumothing in the past-—
The real past—that thou wouldst rave
From cold eblivion's silent grave,
Which, being what thou art, thou hast.

[ that strange past thou hidst not met
With many a riend thon holdest dear,
{n all thy trinls proved sincere-—-

Thou why what might have been regret?

Wouldst thou fur wealth ur power or fame
Part with some joys, whiceh, elsewhere placed,
It had not been thy lot to tasto—

1'enjoys thut from thy sorrows ¢ iinn?

{{ rich, mavhap thou hadst not kuown

The friendship that i never sold,

The love with laek that grows not cold,
The faith that stays wheo wealth has down.

And what iz power or renown

To the true heat of vue tond heart ?

Nav, auy : with this thou wouldst not par?
For all the splondours of u erown.

‘Then griove for nothing but thy =in:
Thit is thine own; the rest ia Hig
Whe orders all of guod that ja~

And never mind what might have heen.

Ner with vainday-dreams of regret
From present duties warp thy soul:
‘The past is past beyomd eantrol--

Thouw hust the futore left theo yot.

June. 1470

( Forthe Canadian Nusteated Neice;

SOME WILD ANIMALS OF NEWEFOUNDLAND,

THYE OTTER.

[n some of our stores, in St. John's, at certain seasous of
the yenur, large quantities of otter skins mauy be <een hanging
from the ceiling.  These have been purchsed from the Mie.
Mac Tndians and other distaut settiers during their pegiodical
visits to the capital, and are all exported to Fugland,  Judg.
jizg by the number of otter skins brought in by the hunters
every year, these animals must be very plendful in the in-
terior of Newfounstland.  They bring liere from five to geven
dollars, according to size and quality, nod during the last two
verrs have risen in price, cight and even ntne dobaes being
sometimes given for a superior skin.  Oue of them is xuji-
ciently lurge to make a winter cup andw puir of cauntlets, or
a couple of caps.  Our traders amd settlers wak two varieties
of the Newfonudland otters. The mest valnable, and that
which is tuken by the Indians, is called the @ conptey otter,”
and priveipally frequents juland brooks and rivers, It has
tnr of u beautitul shining dark liver-browsn, atmost black on
the back. The other varjety, called the “salt.water otter,!
has fur of a rusty brown colour, and is cousiderably laeger
than the Y conntry otter,” although the skin is not nearly
valuatle, rarely realizing more than three or four dollars,
The food of the otter is chiefly fish, but the creature will eat
anything that comes in its way—the tlesh of othier animals or
the young of water-fowl: and it haseven been kuown to enter
a beaver's house and kill and devour the voung. 1ts swim-
wing powers are wonderful, and the rapidity with which it
slides over or through the snow is also surprising. In both
operations the tail acts a most promincut pact, but this can
best be reen when the animal is gliding theough the snow,
This it does by a succesrion of bounds, each of which enids in
a alide,” often several feet in length, the impetus to which
is given by a peculiar lateral curve of the thick tail, which §s
provided with two {powuerful muscles, one on each stde, The
presence of thess museles ean be detected, even ina dried
skin, by two deep furrows, which are not even obliterated by
stretching and nailing the skin to s borrd. 1 have scen ofter
sking here which showed that the animal, when living, must
have been upwards of four feet in length.

pIe]

BLACK BEARY,

in his #Journey Across Newfoundiand” Cormack mentions
that, tn the centre of the islumd, he crossed extensive distiicts
remarkable for the abundance of berries, and that these nre
the favourite haunts of the black bears, who feed upon these
berries.  He tellr us that the paths or beats of these animals,
throughout their feeding grounds, are stamped with marks of
antiquity seemingly coeval with the country.  The points of
rock that happen to project in their way are perfectly pol-
tshed from having been continually teodden and rubbed. He
shot one which welglied three hundeed and dfty pounds, the
fat round his body being four inches in some parts. The In-
digng esteem bear's flesh next to that of the beaver, and ¥t
has the peeuliar guality of not clozging the stomugh, how-
ever much of it iseaten  When they kilba bear they givea
practical exemplification of this by devouring the flesh in
immense quantities, and almost unceasingly, tillit iz inished,
Many persons besides the Mic-Macs constder bear's flesh a
delicacy when roasted fresh.  The pickled hams are undoubt-
cdly good eating, but require great vave in preserving, as the
fatty parts are apt to turn rancid.

The black benr may be deseribed ns omnivorous,  In the
spring it is often scen by our settlers about the sea shore,
feeding on any animal matter that may be east up by the
waves, suchag potrid picces of whales, tish, lobsters, erabs,
&e. Oaly @ hurd times,” howuver, drive the bears to this,
They have n “good thmoe ™ in summer when the berrics are
tipe. Then they revel upon the blue-hercies or ¥ hurtz,” us
wo call them ; cranberries nnd bake-npple berries, and they
climb the tmountain neh to fenst on its beautiful red berries,
Tho eggs of anty, too, and._ probably the ants themselves, alsu
form part of their food. 'The iustances are rare iu which they
attack domestic cattle 5 in' fact their tracks are often seen
around the settiements while sheep are ronming at pleasure
and uro unharwed, When driven Ly hunger, however, they

attack sheep aud even larger domestic animeals, Their fond-
ness for molasses is proverbial, and many amusing anccdotes
are related of young bears entering the houses of the settlers
in search of this luxury,

~The skin of the black bear is - valuable and handsome, but
the animal itself is most ungainly in appearance. It is at
once the most harmless species of bear, and the most easily
destroyed.  An ounce of shot not smaller than No. 6 is suffi-
cient to kill the largest of the species, if fired into the intes-
tines behind the ribs, at u distance not exceeding twenty
yards,  Our gettlers kill them frequently with nn ordinary
load of shot, such as would be fired at a single duck. There
is little dunger in approaching these animals, even when
wounded. The sense of sight nppears to be imperfectly de-
veloped iu the black bear, but those of smell and hearing are
sufficiently keen to make up for the deficiency. In stalking
the beur it is necessary to keep well to leeward, and to ap-
proach us noiselessly as possible.  Should the bear observe the
hunter, u sudden halt must be made, but the precaution of
seereting himself 18 unnecessary, for should he remain im-
movable the bear will commence feeding or walking, Usually
the black bear is a solitary animal. Their young ones arvy
Lrought forth in their snug winter caves, and in the spring
they make their appearance accompanied by two, rarely thn;{:,
young ones.

At gue time the polar bear was cominon in Newfoundland,
but is uow scen ouly occasionslly on the ice sround the coast,
and will probably soon be extinct, 'Che extensive seal-fishery,
in schooners and steamers uround the coasts, seems to have
driven off the polar bear to more northern regions.  Rarely has
this bent been known to act on the offensive; but when at.
tacked und nnable to escape, it will fight in a most determined
manner,  Its tenacity of life is said to be remarkable. A ball
has been kuown to pass transversely through its body without
touching n vital part, or producing fatul resnlts.

THE WOLF.

There iz no doubt that in the interior of Newfoundlund
wolves are in strong force. Cormnack tells us thathe everywhere
met their tracks, but only in a few instances did be actually
sue any wolves. ‘They lic in wait among the bushes to listen
for the approach of deer, and thea rush upon them ; but when
wan appenrs they fly instantly. Cormack says there are two
kinds of wolves in this islind—one large, that prowls singly
or in couples, another small, sumetimes met with in packs.
In reality, however, it does not appear that there are two
species, but it is diflicult to find two skins, even in the same
litter of whelps, marked oxactly alike, so great is the variation
in the shades or degrees of colouring—{rom pure bluck to al-
most clear white.  Sattlers in the more remote localities often
trap the wolves during winter, when they come prowling
around their dwellings.  Their cununing in capturing deer is
sometimes surprising.  During the winter season the deer
feed fu the marshes which are geacrudly surrounded by belis
of conifern-.  The ravenous wolves secret themselves in the
deer puths while one or two of their number go round to wind-
ward of the deer aud drive them through the paths, when
some of them fall an easy prey to the secreted wolves, [t is
arare event for them to attack human beings, and they never
do so when aware of the presence of firearms.

THE FOX.

There are two spectes of foxes in Newioundlsnd—the com-
mou red fox, which has many varieties, and the blue or Arctic
fox. Of the former there are the Cross fox, Silver fox, and the
Bluck fox, varieties all belonging to the same species.  Set-
tlers say that they sometimes find, in the same litter, all these
vatictivs—the biack, the silver, the ¢ patch ™ orcross fox, and
i vellow, "The most valuable is the black fox's skin, whivh
is sold for £12 to L£15; a “silver™ brings from £35 0 £1a; a
“eross T £2, and a ¥ yellow " three dolturs,  The “piteh ™ or
cross fox is the smallest of these varieties. The Arctic ov bluv
fox is much more easily taken than the former, asit invariably
searches out and frequeats human habitations,  ‘The other 3=
shy and watchiul and will rarely go near a baited trap til!
driven by hunger, ‘Tae white skiu of the Acctic fox however
fetches only one dollar.  Since seal skins wore introduced into
the fashionable world the price of black and silver fox skins
has falien cousiderably,

MARTENS.

Martens or Awmvcerican Sables are still commoun iu many parts
of the island, but every year are becoming scarcer. 1tisa bold
rapacious animal, not unlike the polecat in its habits, and is
taken in traps placed in cat-houses " or in ¢t dead-falls.”

MUSKRATS.

This animal has been valled, and not without reason, ¢ the
beaver in miniature.? In appearance the two animals are iu-
timately connected, ns'well as in economy and habits. The
food of tie muskrat conststs of the stems and roots of aquatic
plants, bark, fresh water clams, and other mollusks. The
females bring forth six to nine at a birth, during the sumimer,
and breed only once a year. The skinsare worth twenty cents,
and in spring their musk-like odour is very powerful, They
are ensily taken by simply placing traps, without sny - cover-
ing, on the banks which are worn bare by their “footing.”
The houses of the muskrats, or ¢ mus-quash,'” are  built
of mud and rushes and are. frequently of considerable
magnitude, but sre tennnted only during winter.  They are
not Lmilt on the ice, but on the mud at the bottom of the
shallow water and are raised some two feet nbove the surface
so that the water at the bottom remmins unfrozen by the
aninals countinually breaking it to go off in search of food
under the ice.  The houses are also provided with a kind of
second tloor above the water-level, on which the muskrats lie
ou a bed of sott dry grass. :

HARRS.

The polar hare is the only species found in Nu\\'(‘onudl.nud,.
and it is pretty common in most parts of the island, It is of
great size, the ordinary specimens weighing nineor ten pounds,
and others bave been taken weighing fourteen or  fifteen
pounds. ‘The flesh is not so palatable as that of the Kuglish
hare in consequence of -its feeding, during winter, on the
tender shoots of birch.  Nova Scotia hares have lately been
introduced, and are mualtiplying with ‘great rapidity in the
neighbourhood of the settloments, Alrgady they (:01\stxt}1tc
an important addition to the winter fare of the working

“clagses.  They are much smaller than the polar hare,and the

fleah is not sogood. . In St. John's they are sold i winter for
cight-pence ench, :

 NEW BOOKS.

ArcHaoLoaicat SgerTenes 1y ScorLanp, District of Kintyre. By
" Capt, 'T. P. Whyte, R.E.,, F.R8.E, F.S.A, &c. Edin-
~burgh and. London: William = Blackwood & Sons.

Montreal : Dawson Bros.

This work is alike creditable to the printers, publishers and
author, and, we may add, artists. ‘I’here are in it npwards of
fifty well-executed plates of sculptured crosses, monumental
slabs, old chapel sites and effigies of monks and knighta. It
containg’ a brief sketch of the history of Kintyre, and the
great warrior chiefs who built up and supported the mediaval
church. The history of the ancient Dalriad kin:s, and the
connection of Norwegian and Manx history with localiticzand
personages in Kintyre, the career of Sumarlid, the great He-
bridean prince, and of his descendants, the powerful lords of
the isles, ure subjects which the author has admirably treated.
e evidently is a man of cultivated tastes, and possesses a
thorough knowledge of the subjects to which the book is
directed, more particulatrly of those relating to church archi-
tecture, the mural monuments, sculptured efficies, and the
medieval slabs found in the ancient churchyards. Every
archicologist, every lover of the auntiquities of the West of
Scotland will, we are sure, most readily acknowledge the great
survices of the author in haviog brought not only into notice,
bat, in some instaaces, into light, & series of most intereating
monuments, relics of the past.

In this era of perverted taste, more particularly in church
architecture, we hail with pleasure the accurate researches of
stich an enlightened archaologist as Captain Whyte, researches
which ought to havea peculiar claim upon the patriotic fecl-
ings of vvery Scotchman, rescarches which we hope will stis
up an ardent spirit of enquiry amongst those who value
archicol w2y as a liek between the Past and the Peesent, as the
handmaid and purveyor of history, as the sage commentator
o} ancient customs and ancient art, and as the acute and en-
lightened interpreter of the records and memorials of the Past.
Anng GEruay ReEADING Crarts. By Dr.P. Henn. New Yerk :

E, Steiger.

Auv's First Geryuax Book.

Anx's Beconp Geryax Boox. do,, do.

Any's Rupixests or THe GerMan Lascuacs.

Kev to Ans's Rupivexts, do., do.

It is only very recently that the study of German has ovcu-
pied its true position as s branch of ordinary education. At
schools of any standing it is true that the language had a place
on the programme, atall events as an “extra,” but the instrua-
tion thereiu was usually conducted ina manner that could
ingpire but little hope of any results. An unwilling lot of
pupils were dragged through a dreary, lifeless cour v, consist-
ing generally of an hour a week devoted to droning over au
unreliable and worthiess text-book. At the present time the
value of a thorough acquaintance with the German tongue is
fully appreciated ; but the means of obtaining an adequate
knowledge of the language is, seemingly, as little understood
as ever. There is no lack of instruction, but a very remark-
able absence of results. If we except New York there are
very few schools on the coutinent that can claim to have
turned out a papil capableof conducting an ordinary conversa-
tion in German, or of reading and understanding an easy
German work. The true secret of this fuilure is, we fear,
mainly due, not 0 much to the efforts of the teacher, as to
the aystem that is ewployed. The systems of teaching the
Innguage that are now in use are almost as numerous aud as
varied as the irregularities of the German verd, and very few
out of their number are fit for anything. The fact is, too
wany of the so-called Guides to German; and ‘Hand-books of
the Germau language are gotten up by needy book-makers,
possessors of & smattering of the language, but too often with
but little education wad absolutely no experience in teaching
-—and are palmed off on unsuspecting or unaccustomed
teachers, who have not discernment enough to penetrate their
worthlessness.  This is the true secret of the jll suscess that
has attended so many efforts in this direction. A realiy valu-
able work on instruction in German is rare and should, when
found, be made a note of.  We have carefully exawmined the
above clementary volumes of Steiger's German Series, and
have no hesitation in recommending them to school trustees
and teachers as valuable gids in studying the language. The
instruction therein given is of the most elementary kind, and
is intended simply as a stepping-stone to the more advanced
pertions.  The elements of the German grammar are of such
great importance to the student who aspires to a thorough
acquaintance with the tongue that the grounding therein re-
quires to be very perfect to ensure easy worki{zg lutEr on.
P'his we obscrve is properly attended to in Steiger's Series.
The First and Second German Book, and the Rudiments,
witich are the same in different form—the Rudiments bci:x_g:
merely the two first bound up in one volume—take the pupil
by easy stages as far as the first half of the regular verb. The
work is based upon Ahn’s well-known system, but contains
very msny improvements thereon, . Particular attention is
paid to the pronuncistion and handwriting, and we remark
tiat the exsreises are something more than a mere ringing of
chianges on Vater and Sohn, Gabel and Loefiel, Baum sud
Blame. A pupil who has carefully goue over the two hun-
dred exercises given herein should possess a very vespectable
German vocabulary, and be able to give some account: of him-
sulf in an easy conversation, A remarkable teature of this
svitem is the employment of readiog charts by which both
the letters and script are taught by the use of large bold type.
“'his 15 the more important inasmuch as the pupil is extremely
apt to confuse certain letters, especially in the ruoning hand.
[}‘_\' the use of these charts the most unaccustomed  eyve \vquld
speedily become used to the peculiar formations and combina-
tions, $0 fur az we have seen of this serivs it appears te 6ill
& lung neglected gap in the study of foreign languages.  From
a list we have roceived we observe that tho course is continaed
ina Third German Book, Readers, Conversation Manuals,
Lutter Writers, cte, ete.  The array is, it is true,” somewhat
iinposing, but it must be borne in mind that the prices of
these volumes are so extremely moderate as to place them
withiu the reash of all 1 the Rudiments, a book of nearly two
hundred. pages, strongly bound in boards, costing ounly sixty-
five conts, and in no case does the price of any oue volume in
this binding exceed a dollar, Thus for a very small sum a

do., do.

do., do.

student cun obtain a sufficient knowledge of the language to

- enjoy its best authors and“to keep up a brisk conversation.
Such’ imperfections of pronunciation as are unaveidable
where the student has not enjoyed the privileges of continuous
couversational exercises, ave, " after: all, but of secondary con-
sideration, and always remediable.




