T'HE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

TIE RELATION OF JTIE INFLUENTIAL
"CLASSES OF SOCIETY TO TIIE
TEMPERANCE REFORM.

‘1t is the duty of the influential classes to
give their countenance and aid to the temper-
ance cause. They owe the performance of
this duty to themselves, For no man, be he of
high or low estate, cen practice or encourage
drinking, however moderately, without being

~in davger of becoming a drunkard. We have
heretolore spoken chiefly of their inflnence up-
on others; but it is too fearfully evident that
they themselves are not exempt from the curse
they so stronely assist in perpetuating. Unto
them is there no special-privilege granted that
they may indulge in temptation and in no
manner be injured thereby. On the contrary,
experience assures us that, in very many in-
" stances, the high and the influential have sip-
-ped too often the social bowl,and sunk to utter
degradation. And why should not this be the
case? FHave not they the same appetites as
- their fellow beings ? are not their opportunities
of indulgence far better ? does not the same
rule of cause and effect govern all men? They
also must find poison and death in the wine~
cup; and life, from intemperance, must be
alike to thema scene of ruined health, wasted
talents, degradation, perhaps insanity, In
sorrowful -eilence their full is concealed by
their friends, bat if the whole truth were known,
the picture of woe would embrace a member
of almost every family. Many 2 son has
caused the agony of a father, who was too well
convinced that he alone was to blame. For,
from the infaney of the boy, he was aceustomed
‘to consider wine-drinking as a necessary ac~
‘complishment ; npon going forth into society,
the intoxicating cup was given him with the
sanction—almost recommendation, of his parent.
From a patural and implanted prejudice, from
a constant leaning wpon and looking up to his
father,-the sen’s mind imperceptibly takes the
tinge of bhis opinions and feelings, and may be
moulded by him in almost any manner; too
Foon, then, does he obey this virtual command
to go forth and be a drunkard—too soon he
needs no teacher in this point of etiquette, and
recorns the efforts of those who would «in him
from his infatuation. And hence arises this
most solemn duty. of giving to their children,
the representatives of themselves, far different
paseports into life—of allowing the light of re-
form to have access to their hearts, ere they
become wholly hardeued and incorrigible.

The influential classes owe the performance
of this duty to seciery..” For, in the first place,
they:have nd right tu injure. their fellow. citi=

.zens by e persisterice in this custom.’ It'would
be useless at this time to go ‘into an arpument
upon the benefits resulting from our social con-
nections, or upon the abstract question as to
how muech of his natural rights were given 'up
by the individual, in order to secure such be-
nefits.  Suffcient to state the traism that upon
his entry into society, or continuance in it,
every individual virtually contracts, in conside-
ration of the protection given to his person and
property, to abstain from injuring the bedy
yolitic, and to give it his support. Such duties
are not and cannot all be laid down in- the
statute-book ; yet, though less specific, they
ure as fully implied and equally binding as po-
sitive Jaws. However much men may neglect
such an obligation, it ever exists, though it
vannot be legally enforced.  Part and parcel of
it is theé'demand of the temperance reform'to
cease’from further injury—to be no longer an
vhstacle to this ‘echeme for the elevation of
eociety. * That her demand is founded upon
truth; no one who has looked into the history
of temperance movements can fail to perceive.
Every one will remember with what 'a full-tide
- of enthusiastic sucegss the Washingtonian prin-
ciples spread.throngh this .country, But upon
4 large majority of those called the influential
classes, these principles did not aet; coldly and
unsympathizingly they held themselves aloof
{rom any participation, Now,in such an effort
as this, nothing causes so much discourage—
- ment as the withdrawal of the countenance of
any portion of the community. ; The temper-
ance movement is’ eszentially one of: mutual
eiicouragement and assistance’; und, like reli-
gion, requires for its promotion the temporary
“forgetfulness of all- social ranks and divisions.
At such a'time, when the étrong electric ‘cur~

.. ~rent of sympathy and endeavour is broken by:

the :secession’ of any: class, the warmth and
zeal of effort iz checked, and coldness and apa-
thy ensue. - The erring ones, however softened:
.- by'contrition and ready to forsake the enslaving
_custom, ' when' they see the number who: hang
[ back, and look with'cold indifference andscorn
" upon the cduse, are discouraged.from continu~
ing their effurts for reform. . 'T'he more hdrden-
ed, who {rom very shame might have yielded,
- are-encouraged by this secession to persist in
‘their ‘evil: couraes.” | Particularly is this the
- caso' when' this‘disconnecting class is: promi-
nent’; for'the "more’ respéciable a ‘man is:in
other respects; the more frequs i
cited'an imple’

drinker, not only:refl " ow
nts many others from’ the performance of

-Again, the influential moderate drinkers
conctantly keep alive in society a custom which
but for them, would in a great measure cease,
and die like many other kindred habits of dark-
er times ; {or we cannot believe that there is
sufficient of fascination in the drinking of the
drugged and dirty concoctions of the bar-room
and groggery, to offer much temptation to the
inexperienced youth, With principles not fully
developed, and & will not firmly established, he
comes forth and mingles in the crowd. At first
view, such scenes of dissipation, accompanied
as they usually are by vulgar exhibitions of the
most repulsive qualities of humanity, shock the
natural feelings, and do not greatly charm the
mind. Butina far more poteut manner the
temptation presents itself. Ie could easily
withstand the mercly animal appetite, but the
custom of society is quoted to him; he looks
into the world of literature, and finds drinking
recommended as the very source of good-fellow-
ship, and the first glass is wreathed for him
with the suiles of the fair, or the almost cqual-
ly powerful gushings forth of friendship and
sociality. Initiated into the vile habit, step by
step he decends the scale, until he beccmes a
constant visitant of the haunts he once abhor-
red, and he falls a victim to the example of the
influential classes. This is no uncommon
case ; it is thus the list of the drunkards is kept
full, and hence we say that no one hasa ripht
to injure society by his evil example or influ~
ence.

A second clause i1 the social engzagement
we have adverted to, is the oblization to sup-
port this movement and give it =id. and influ-
ence, because thus men are doing their part in
wid of sociely. And the greater the benefits
arising from society, the greater arethe con.
sequent obligations. Wealth, fshion, talent,
religion, owe their development (almost their
existence) to this social protection; and hence
their more powerful duties. True, the man of
wealth has obtained it by his own skill and
fortune ; the man of tulent owes his successto
his own mind ; the fashionable world became
¢o from circumstances, perhaps, of'its own cre-
ating. But be it remembered that in a disor-
ganized and anarchical state of association, no
opportunity for such acquisitions would be
offered. Amid the confusions of bad govern.
ment, such sources of influence yield to the
overshadowing power of brute strength, or
military tact. Unlo society, then, are men
under an obligation which they can only dis-
charge by reciproeal endeavours. Andifthey
would long enjoy these privileges, they must
come forward and assist in this temperance re-
form. .. For it is only by the suppression of this
great social - evil, this disorganizing element
which ‘enters into the popular head and arouses
riots and mobs, that any security ‘can be given
to the body politic. * The riots and excitements
attendant upon our elections, and jeopardizing
the purity of the ballot-box, are mainly owing
to intemperance. Men are not naturally fond
of confusion and tumult, and require a stimulus
before their usual good will for each other can
be conquered. And it behoves the influential
classes to look about them, and prevent the too
powerful working of these influences of disor~
ganization. TFair as everything at present
seems, and much as we may praise our conn~
try, it requires the protection of every good
principle to insure its future and permanent se-
curity. In the prosecution of this experiment
of self-government, in the example she affords
tothe world, America calls upon every citizen
to lend his aid in removing from her this fear-.
ful element of destruction. For ours is a go-~
vernment vested in the people, directly depend.
ent upon popular opinion, and it requires that
this opinion be cool and healthy, -if we would
have this delicate affuir of government well
administered. . 1fence we say to all men of
influence, if ye would transmit your privileges
securely to your children, you must not refuse
to aid and assist society in this reform.

-The performance of this duty we owe.to our
God; Thus alone can men fulfil the main ob-
jects of their ereation, and well perform their
part in the great scheme of Omnipotence. This
scheme is ofa two-[old nature,involving, firstly,
the progressive advance of human nature ; and,
secondly, the preparation fora future and higl~
er state of being.’ To do his assigned part in
each, is the privilege and. duty of every man,
From the creatlion up to the present time, step
by step, sometimes checked by the opposing
forces of superstition and ignorance, at times
buried beneath a’ cloud ‘of formal shums and
priesteraft, or sunk in the. sluggish slough of
upathy, painfully and gradually, human civili-
zation has ‘ever moved slowly. onward.  :Thus
must it ever be, but it is in the power. of- each
generation to accelerate or retard ‘itsa-course.
Upon every age :and nation, and upon every
individual member of & nation; is devolved the
duty of helping on the car- of progress. . They
especially who wicld the largest influence:are
called upon for. the -greatest: aid. . The: Scrip-
tural motto, * unto.whom much is-given, from
him much shall be required,” is, in :its deepest
sense, appropriale to'this subject.” And:in no
better way canit be fulfilled, that by assisting
a'scheme which ‘clears'the head, gladdens. the
heart,and warms the feelings of humanity, thus
epening the:universal mind.for the:reception.

and proper appreciation of new and- advanced

traths.  With alt our fancied superiority over
antiquity, very much of improvement is yet
needed, very much of human agony might yet
be spared. Unto us the Past comes with its
vast . experiences and instructions,. and the
Future demands the improvement of them.
Though no command from Heaven may be
stamped upon tablets of stone, yet the reason-
ableness and truth of this obligation to help on
every good word and work, is evident to
every true sonl, and consciousness attests the
authority.  Many of ancient prejudices and
ignorances have vanished before the light of
civilization, still we are bound down-to a habit
as pernicious as the, worst of them. In our
inability to imitate the Past, even in this vice,
we guzzle noxious mixtures, and call them the
wines of inspiration. Away with all talk about
progress, until intemperance shall flee an age
to which she does not lawfully belong! Let
other ages point to their achievements in arts
orinarms: be it the crowniog glory of this
century, that it purged from earth this univer-
sal poison ! This ig just the work {or our age,
a most practical and at the same time sublime
work, worthy its highest eflorts and noblest
endeavors. And nobly can this work be ac-
complished, il the influential classes will but
recognize their obligations and perform them
—will but hearken to the voices of the Past,
‘the Present, and the Future, calling on them
to lead on in the progressive march of hu-
manity.

And immediately connected with this partof
our duty to God, is that of preparation for a
bigher state of being. Were this earth the
theatre of our whole existence, were death the
end of our being, eventhen it would devolve
upon al to aid and assist in every true means
for the attainmeant of present happiness to the
community. Even then, weshould struggle to
oust an cvil, threugh which, sin, agony, and
death are largely increased, and which is the
cause of so many tears. But when the truth
is that this carth is the mere preparation for
an efernity, how do present consid:rations
merge themszelves in this great responsibility
—how do earthly influences seem oniy intend-
ed to produce these results. The brief journey
of three score years and ten would seem far
too short to allow man to fulfit the obligations
due to his God, by assisting his fellow-men in
their efforts, by encouraging their endeavours,

y correcting their failings, in a word, by as-
sisting and being assisted in the preparation for
heaven. But such is not yet the state of so-
ciety. Poor human nature has never yet ar-
rived at such a stage of advance.. But thank
God, men have in this temperance réform, an
opportuiity to assist each other in’a great de-
gree in this'preparation. - By engaging in'this
great work, by cheering this purilier of society,
hy the power of a' good example, much, very
much, may even now be accomplished. Thus
may the men of influence fulfil, in part, their
ubligations to their God, and lend their aid to
the grand scheme of creative providence.—G.
F. Noyes. . :

““BE A BUILDER.”

(From Rev. J. T, Clarke's Charge at the Ordination
of Rev. I\ W. Higginson.)

I charge you again, my brother, to be a
builder. ~You might make more noise, and ac-~
guire more notoriety, by pulling down, but
you will do the most good by building up. He
who criticises does but half the work ; he who
announces the truth does the whole. While
he states the truth he also removes error. Dwell,

‘then, in position rather than negation, for posi-

five truth is the food of the soul. It is some-
times necessary, I know, to weed before we
plant, but wherever you pull out a weed, plant
a flower in its place. ‘The’ pioneer with his
axe is doubtless wanted, but how much more
the husbandman who shall_rlough and sow the
ground, newly opened to ihe light of heaven!
The one is but 2 means, while the other is the
end,—the one is but Lile"prepamtion for the
other. Consider, then, logic as little better
than a necessary evil, but the manifestation of
truth the great blessing. -~ = .
Strive to build up an individual religious life
in all these souls, a.social religious life in this
whole community., To change-a body of
church-goers into church-members, ‘to change
hearers into doers, {o cause those who now come
together and- sit side by side, in these pews, to
come into a real communion of sympathy and
co-operation, to Yead them to work together in
works of benevolence and charity, to seek ‘the
truth " in. company, helping - each other .into
greater breadth and depth of religious insight,
10 inspire them with the spirit- of a true Chris-
tian brotherhood,—would it not be well.for you
1o work here ten, twenty, thirty ‘years, to ac-

model-church here, not a clergy-church, buta
people-church; -a-church of active and not no-

but practisers also £, One ‘who looks'on human
accomplishments, not.ias men, but as' God-and
the :angels” look upon.them, might well be.sa~
tisfied with- this result. of life,-be his ambition
ever so exalied, IR

complish -such a.result as this ?—to build up a,

minal Christians, not professors. only of religion,;

OBJECTIONS TO FAMILY WORSHIP
ANSWERED.

It would be more honest for people frankly
to own that they have no heart for it, and that
this is the real cause of their neglecting it,
and not any valid objections they have against
it; but since they will torture their invention
to discover some pleas to excusc themselves,
we must answer them.

First oljection—~+T have no time, and-my
secular business would suffer by family reli-
gion.”

Were you formed fer this world only, thers
would be some force in the objection ; but
how strange does such an objection sound from
the heir of eternity ! Whatis your time given
to you for 7 Is it not principally that you may
prepare {or eternity'? And have you no time
for the great business of your life? Why do
you not plead, too, that you have no time for
your daily meals?  Is food more necessary for
your bady than religion for yonr seul ? May
you not redeem sufficient time for family wor—
ship from idle conversation, or even from your
sleep? May you not order your family wor-
ship so that yonr domestics may attend upon
it, either before they go to work or when they
come to their meals?

Second oljection—*1 have not ability to

prg.”

id you ever hear a beggar, however ignor-
ant, make this objection? A sense of nig
necessities is an vnfailing fountain of his elo-
quence. Iurther, how strange does this ob—
jection sound from you! What! have you
enjoyed preaching, Bibles, and good books so
long, and yet do not know what to ask of God 7
Again, is neglecting prayer the way to qualify
you to perform it ?

Third objection.—* I am ashamed.”

But is thisshame well grounded ? Are sin-
ners ashamed to serve their Master? A linle
pr:llctice will easily free you from all this diffi-
culty. '

Fourth oljection.—* But, alas, I know not
how to begin it.”

Here, indeed, the difficulty lies; but why
will you not own that you were hitherto mis-
taken, and that you would rather reform than
persist obstinately in the omission of an ovi-
dent duty ?

Fifih objection.—* But my family will not
join in them.”

How do you know ? Have you tried 7. Are
you not master of your own family? Exert
that authority in this which you claim in other
cases. T 5 : :

= Sixth: objection.—
and laughed at.”. : :

Are you -more afraid of 2 laugh or a’jeer
than -the displeasure of God?  Would you
rather please men than Him? Therefore, let
God have an altar in your dwelling, and then
let morning and evening prayers and praises
be presented, till ye are called to worship Him
in His temple above, when your prayers and
praises shall be swallowed up in everlasting
praise.—Samuel Davies.

THE CLIMAX OF BENEVOLENCE ;
" ORy
THE GOLDEN LADDER OF CHARITY.

[From Mationides, after the Talmud.]

There are vight degrees or steps, says Mai-~
monides, in the duty of charity. :

The first and lowest degree is to give,~but
with reluctance or regret., This is the gift of -
the hand, but not of the heart, = =

The second is, to give cheerfully, but not"
proportionately to the distress of the sufferer.

The third is, to give cheerfully and propor-
tionately, but not until we are solicited.

“The fourth is, to'give cheerfully, proportion-
ably, and even unsolicited ; but toput it in the
poor man’s hand—thereby exciting in him the
painful emotion of shame.

The fifth is, to pive charity in such a way
that the distressed may receive the bounty,and-
know their ‘benefactor, without their being
known to him. Such wasthe conduet of some
of our ancestors, who used to tie up money in
the hind-corners of their cloaks, so that the
poor might take it unpereeived.” .~ v -

The sixth, which rises still higher, is to know
the objects of our bounty, but rewain unknown
to them, Such was Li‘;e conduct of those of .
our'ancestors who used to convey their charita- -
ble gifts inta poor people’s dwellings; taking |
care that their own persons and names. should:
remain unkoown, ... . . .

The seventh is etill more meritorious, name-’

-

‘kButj‘»I shall 'lv)e‘ ridigulcﬂ :

ly, to bestow - charity.. in such a way that the . ‘

benefactor may nat know  the telieved objects, .
nor -they the name of, their benefaclors; as

was:done by our charitable forefathers during ..
the existence of the Temple. ' Torthero was..:
in that holy building a place called the Cham-,
ber. of: Silence” and.Unostentation, wherein-the
good deposited secratly ‘whatever their, gener—
ous hearts suggested, and from which the;most .
respectable poor families were maintainéd with:
equal secresy. - ooy C o i

.. Lastly, the eighth and.most meritorioua o
all, is to anticipate.charity, by. preventing pov~,

erly ; hamsely, to assist the:reduced: brother,
eitier. by . n " considerable 'gift,. orn’;




