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enough and unthinkingly roplies, * Place an
ovangolist—an enthusiastic preacher—over your
congregation and he will build up your church.
While I admit much depends upon the miniator,
yot I do not amcribe to him undve powers. In
fast 1 believe too much in many cases is expected
from him. It is too often believed, evon by our
people, that if any good work is to bo done the
minister must do it, If a truant soul is to bo re-
claimed the minister must do it, Ho must do all.
He is the hauds, head and heart of the whole
churck, Upon the result of his work does the
church stand or fall, and in him is embodied sufii-
ciont of the Christian graces for cach individnal
member. Can a church grow whilst it is in this
stato 7 Is it possible, even for an energetic and
enthusiastic winister, to cause a church to grow if
the mombers are “‘acarce half alive, dead more than
half 7 What, then, is required is real, live work
by each individual member. The minister must
not beto the church as & loccmotive carrying a
dead weight, but as a fire brand applied to tho dry
grass of the prairie. Let him preach the quicken-
ing Gospel to a truth-seeking people ready to obey
every call of the Master, When the members in-
dividually feel themselves responsible to Gud for
tho spread of the Gospel, then thers is sot in
motion a power which, guided by the Spirit, will
surely pull down the strongholds of Satan aud sub-
stitute the impregnable towers of Zion.

Another important factor in the upbuilding of
the church is Christian unity. Nute the unity and
love existing amongst the tirat converts, They had
all things common. What one had was another’s,
and whou they met together it was with ‘*one
accord.” Brotherly love 18 tho growing principle
of the Christiau church. See the parable of the
vine, John xv. 5. I am the vine, yeare the branches.
If we are the branches and receive cur life from a
common vine, 4. e., from Chriat, should we not all
have one life and aspiration, viz., to bear fruit
worthy of our true head. Oh! that we wbo have
named the name of Christ and profess to have been
engrafted by the word of God into the true vine
would rationally view our connection with Christ.
Self would be lost sight of entirely in the desire to
work for tho Master and implant within the heart
of our dying friends the word of life and Gospel of
liberty.

Time and space forbids me to write more on this
important theme, but it would afford me yreat
pleasure to hear from some of our talented brethren
upon the same subject. 8. N. G.
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WHAT SHALL I DO WITH JESUS?

Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus
which {3 called Christ ?—MATT, XXVIX:22

This now becomes a personal matter with each
and overy one of us, It is a — yes, I might say the
living issue of the day. We meet this question,
and it must be answered in one way or another.
This question is one of vast importance. Our
destiny for time and eternity depends upon our
action in this matter. Many questions are coming
before us from day to day as to what occunation
weo shall follow, where shall we live, what position
shall we take in regard tc this society or order,
secular or roligious; these are minor matters whon
corpared with the one great matter as to what dis-
posal we shall make concerning God's dear Son.
Lot us look at this question first as it presonted
itself to Pilate. There were conflicting interests
to bo taken into tho account as to the decision to
bo made. Pilato was s Roman governor. The
Jows wore at that timo tributary to the Reman
government, and although they were allowed many
privileges as to carrying out their own peculiar
laws concerning their religion, the powor of passing
the death penalty was reserved to tho Romans.

Josus wag born in Rothlehew, and at his birth the
angelio host appeared on the plains to the shophords
there, and thoy saug Glory to God in tho Highest,
peaco on earth and good will to man. Hoe lived
with his paronts until ho was thirty years of age,
und the divine record says, He was subject unto
thom. When he came to bo about the age of
thirty years he camn to John, who had been for a
time preaching to and haptizing the peoplo, thus
preparing them fur the advent of the Messiah.
Jesus requested baptism at tho hands of John.
This was necessary, as he came to do the will of
the Father, and John was sent by the Father to
baptize the pouple, In connection with this act
the Spirit descended upon him, and with a voice
from above Goud the Father declared him to be his
Son,

In the history of his life, given by four men, wo
have a continuous story of love to man. Hoe in
various ways alleviated the sufferings of humanity.
Bow many hoarts wore gladdened by Him! Was
he at the marriage feast, then, in the time of their
noed Be mudoe wine for them as pure and as
harmless as the water from which it was made.
Were they gathered around Hum in the mountain,
then He brought bofore them the most beautiful
precopts and the purest of teaching; and although
thore wus nothing harsh or discordant in all that
he said, yot Ho taught them as one having &u-
thority. Was it the Centurion’s servant was sick
of the palsy, Peter's wafe’s mother sick of o fever,
a man kept among the tombs by evil spirits, a blind
man sitting by the wayside, the impotent man by
the puul, or was it a deaf man with an impediment
in his speech? He exerted His divine authority for
the benefit of every une who came to him, He
was in sympathy with humanity, for He was born
of a woman. When He met the procession at Nain
and beheld the heart-broken mother as she fol-
lowed her unly sun to the grave, the sorrowing heart
of the widow touched hiwm, and He made the
widow's heart leap fur joy by giving back to her
tho son of her love. When He saw the sorrow that
filled the hearts of the sisters of Lazarus Jesus
wopt; but He did more than this, Ho restored to
them their brother. But time would fail me to
follow out this line. Ho was always ready to bs-
stow blessings. He wever did an unkind act nor
passed by a caso of sufferiug and want. He was
the man without a fault. The multitudes followed
him and hung upon His words. The religious peo-
ple of the day were muved with envy, for they saw
that they were losing their power over the people,
and they laid aside their differences in order
that they might destroy the power of Jesus,
They commuaicate with one who followed Christ
—one who carried tho bag, and who had more
thought as to what it contained than of the
poor who might be relieved by what it con-
tained, This traitor knew the place where, in
the hour of darkness, the Saviour communed with
the Father, and for thirty pieces of silver led a
maddened mob to His midnight retreat. Jesus is
led before the council. False witnesses are called.
Their testimony docs not agres, and they ave likely
to fail in their object till they extort from His own
lips the confession, which they pronounce blas-
phemy. Thoy decide that He is worthy of death.
It was now necessary that thoy should go to Pilate,
The examination is begun and carried forward with
vigor, Pilate listened to tho testimony. He has
heard all that they had to say. They had proved
nothing. He knew that for envy they had de-
livored him, ani ho declares that He was a just
person. VPilate had to ask the people after he had
heard all their testimony, \WWhy what evil hath He
done! Pilate also declared, I find no fault in this
man. Ho had also the judgment of Horod in this
mattor, and it syreed with his own. Pilate was
satisfiod that Jesus was innocent. What should
he have done? What should any judge have done

vith & just man, with n man that he knew hud heen
delivered for envy, with a mau that he declured to be
innocent, a8 man in whom le fouud no fault at all f
Should ho have beon in doubt as to his sentence?
Simply soeking for a right course he would never
have asked such a question. He had sought the
judguent of Herod, snd he having examined him,
found no cause of death in him; and now to whom
does he go for advico? To amob! To tho very
persons whom he konow were motred by envy in
bringing an innecent person before him. What a
place to go for advice in the matter! Again, wo
usk, What should he have done? Every honest,
every right-thinking porson is ready to answer.
Why did Pilate ask advice, and especially of the
enemies of Jesus? Sume uurighteous motive must
have been at work. Pilate had an office. He was
under authority; but, like tvo many in the present
day, he thought more of tho benefits of office than
of justice, truth and 1iighteousncss. THe waa
threatened with an accusation before the king.
He had wished to release Jesus, but ho was
threatencd with an accusation. ** If you let this
man go you aro not Cwmsar’s friend.” An un-
righteous motive, a sordid deswre actuated him in
the course he pursued.

But now, dear reader, having looked at this
mattor, and having decided in our minds, as I
think we have done, what Pilate should have dune,
how will it be when we bring the matter home %o
ourselves 7 You know it is often easier to decide
for others than for ourcelves. If wo have not fully
decided this question, and are not taking a righteous
courso in this matter, let us individully ask, What
shall I do with Jesus? Right here one word of
advice: Do not go to the enemies of Jesus for advice,
fur they will try to influouce you as they did Pilate;
and if they can make you believe that it will en-
danger your pocket, or cause you to lose some
position, or turn some man against you, they
will do it. Be careful, for the fear of man
bringeth a snare. Look at the matter honestly.
Take tho revelation that God has given of His Son.
Study it faithfully and you will find that all { have
said of Him in this writing is true, and very much
moro. He left heaven, with all its riches and
glories, and came to earth to save tho loat, to save
youw. ‘To accomplish this work He became a man
of sorrows; and acquainted with zrief, and being
found in fashion as a man, He became obedient
unto death, even the doath of the cross, wherefore
God hath highly exalted Him, and hath given Him
a namo that is ubove every name. Look at Bim,
the Pure, Holy, Loving Jesus! See Him lay dowan
His life for you! O, what love! And now, what
does He ask of you? Behold I stand at the door
and knock; if any man will open unto me I will
cowe in unto him and sup with him and he with
Me. Como unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest—rest for your
souls. Let him that heareth say come, Lat
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will
let him take the water of life freely, With the as-
surance we have of His ability to save in connec-
tion with the great manifestation of His love, and
the sweet and loving pleadings in His many invita-
tions. With all this before you, the quastion comes
to you afresh, What shall I do with Jesus. Now,
if you will uso the same honesty that you have used
in deciding the question for Pilato you will not
find any difficulty. But if, on the contrary, you
consult with the enemies of Jesus, as did Pilate,
you will sce many difficultics in your way. When
I was a young man this question pressed itsolf upon
me, and from time to time I would dismiss it.
Sometiries the love of wordly pleasures would
affect my decision; at other times I would consider
my separation from old associatos. But I kept
looking at Jesus until I was satisfied that He was
my best friend. What did I do? I opened my
heart to Him, I gave Him my best affections, I



