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EDITORIAL.

These signs shall follow them that believo,~-Mark xvi.

As the editor is vorstantiy asked by letter
and otherwise what is the meaning of Mark
xvi, 17, 18, it is deemed best to reproduce the
following editorial which appeared in Tue
CHRISTIAN over ten years ago: )

The impression largely prevails that Jesus
has in the commission promised mirnculous
powers to him that believeth and is baptized,
and from this impression arise tbe following
conciusions :

1. The infidel says, ¢ Although Jesus has
promised salvation on prescribed terms, be bas
promised o power to work miracles ns well, I
see no one that has this power, and 1 let the
whole thing go by default, as both promises
stand or fall together,”

2. Others say, “ He that believeth and is
baptized with the Holy Ghost ghall be saved,
and these signs shall follow him. I have re-
ceived that baptism, and I, tuo, have that power,
My conversiun was a miracle, and 1 speak with
a new toague.”

3. Mormons and the like fanatics say, “ We
believe that he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved, and also that he shall work mir-
acles. 'We have been saved and can algo lay
hands on the sick and heal them. We Leliove
all that Jesus promised bere and have received
all, and are therefore the ouly true church of
God.”

When coming to church one Lord’s day morn-
ing, we met a stranger at the door in earnes
convergation with some of the members, ¢You
are right,” said he, “as far as you go, but you
only believe part of the Siviour’s promise. We
believe he hae promised these signs and we have
received them.” The mun wauted the bouse
when not occupied by us, We told him that
there was 2 number of sick persons around anAd
if he would go in and Jay his hauds on them and
heal them he would get the houre and also an
immense audience to hear him, After givinga
solid round of abuse he left.

4. Another class contends that Jesus prom-
ised bim that believes and is baptized a miraco-
lous power, and so did Peter to those who asked,
- What sball we do” (to be saved). Acts ii. 37,
38. “Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sing and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Ths gift of the Holy Ghost, say they,
is the miraculous power instead of the Spirit of
adoption, and the first converts were promis-d
that power, although Peter adds, * the promise
is unto you and to your children and to them
that are afar off, even to as wany as the T.ord
our God shall cali,” and there is no proof that
one of the three thousand or any one else
-wrought » miracle on the simple condition of
obeying the gospel. We are told of the great

*joy these couverts bad, but when signs and
wonders are meptioned, these were done by the
hands of the apostles. Verse 43. Still it is ar-
gued that Jesus promised the converts this, and

. that they had it till the apostles’ death.

8. Ochers contend that Jesus promised these
"signs to abedient believers, and that some of the
converts had them but not all, and that they all

"+ ceased at the apostles’ death. But as Jesvs did

-

* - not rqstricb it to some, or say anything abont it
.. ending at the apostler’ death, Mormons and in-

fidels claim a victory in the argument,
W'his passage is clear caough, but there is a
grand mistake in its application leading to the

- foregoing errors-and confueion as well as to other

s

.absurd theories, Jesus promised that he that

[ believeth and is baptized shall be saved, und

sacred history vecords the taithful fultilment of
that promise. He did not promise that he that
velieveth and is baptized shall work mibacles
or thLat these signs shall follow him, Neither
does inspired history give such a record. There
are three disunct classes mentioned in the
sixteenth chapter of Mark, which must be kept
distinct to prevont confusion and evror.  The
first class is composed of the apostles, here al-
ways mentioned in the plural.  Jesus speaks to
them in the second person, and of them using
the third personal prounoun. He upbraided
them for not believing them who had seen him
after he was risen. He sent them into all the
word with the gospel to every creuture. They
bad a work peculiar to themselves which noone
else could do, and Jesus made them promises
whicih be made to no other person or persons.

He that believeth and is bLaptized is of the
gecond class, here mentioned in the singular
nntber because he is a representative person
and stands for all his class. What is true of
bim is true of all the willions who do as he does
or who belongs to his class.

He that believeth not is of the third class,
here alro in the singular for the same reason.
What is true of him is true of all the millions
who believe not or belong to hix class.

We may see why Jetus puts the first class in
the plural and the second and third in the sin-
gular. The first cluss was then made up except
one or two soon to be added. They did their
own work and wero not representatives of others.
He promised them the power necessary for that
work, requiring them always to believe. He
does not say of the second class, They that be-
lieve and are baptized shall be saved, but * He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,”
because he represents others. Nor does he say
of the third class, They that believe not shall be
damned, but ¢ He that believeth not,” etc., be-
cause ke, too, represents others. But he uses
the plural when speaking of the elevon,

We now ask which of the three classes does
he sny these signs shall follow? Does he say
they shall follow the third or him that believeth
not? No! Does ke say they shall follow the
second or'bim that believeth and is baptized
No! Does he ray they shall follow the first or
them that believe? Yes! Did they follow
that class? Certainly they did. What, then,
did Jesus say would follow the second class?
He shall be saved. What did be say would
follow the third cluss? He shall be condemned.
He fuithtully told what would follow each ciass.
Miracles shall follow the first, salvation the
second, and condemnation the third,

After Jesus had told what would follow each
class, we read, ¢ So, then, after the Lord bad
spoken unto them, be was received up into
beaven and sat ut the right hand of God ; and
they went forth and preached everywbere, the
Lord working with them und confirnving the
word with sigas following.” The particle “so
is very suggestive, conuecting the promise aud
its fultilment, +If, however, the promise had
been mude to oune party and a different parcy
bad received it, the historian would have given
us & “‘but ” iustead of a *“ so then,” to record a
failure instead of a fulfilment, as the promise
and its falfilment are homogenous, The candid
reader who carefully examines this chapter from
the fourteenth verse till its close wili, we think,
be convinced that these signs were promised to
the apostles and not to theiv converts, In their
vcry opature miraculous signs were to follow
God’s messengers rather than those who received
their message ; thus Moses did signs and won-
ders and not the Israelites to whom he wes sent.
Jesua did many mighty works, not those who
believed him ; and by the hands of the apostles
were many signg and wonders wrought, but
those who received their message rejoiced greatly
in the salvation of the Lord. See Acus ii, 37,

10, 13-46.  The salvation first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto
us by them that heard him, God also bearing
ther witness, both with signs, and wonders and
divers miracles, and gifts of the H‘oly Glhost ac-
cording to his own will, Heb. it L

Notwithstauding the foregoing is so piait, t.he
mind may be beset with difficulties like the fol-
lowing: The converts in many cases w.roughb
miracles in the apostles’ duys,  This 1s true.
Some converts had power to work some miracles.
But all of these with but one excepiion, that is
when the Gentiles first entered the kingdom
(Acts x), 1eceived this power through the laying
on of the apostles’ hands and not direct from
heaven as the apostles did. These signs always
followed the apostles, and on some occaBlons thf)"
were permitted to give them to otheis for special
purposes. But when we read of apostles and
their converts, the former and not the latter had
these signs. Thera is no natural affinity between
enjoying salvation and having miraculous pow-
ers. Bad men had this power, such as Balaam,
Saul, Caiaphas and Judas; while wany men.of
God never had it. In logical parlance—with
other Christiuns it was an accident, but with the
apostles a necessity.

This nlso may be an objection: If Jesus pro-
mised the aposdes, whom be addressed gt the
time, these signs, he would use the second and
not the thivd personal pronoun, and say, these
signs shuli follow you, and not them. Jesus and
inspired speakers often changed the pronoun
from second to third, when speaking of the
{uture,—Mark xiii, 14; Luke i, 44, 45.

MEETING.

THE ANNUAL

AT MILTON, N. 8., AUG. 30TH—BEPT, 2ND.

Where could you find a better place for an an-
nual meeting than at Miltoni The scenery is
charming, the people are cultured and open heart-
ed, and the church is alive. It is no wouder peo-
ple like to go there, and like ro stay when they
arrive. No one weuld object if the place was more
easily accessible, and all hope that, by the time the
next meeting will be held with that church, they
may be able to reach the place by rail. But there
will be this danger then: the brethren and sisters
will want to go too often,

The meeting began this year on Thursday even.
ing. On Weduesday night many delegates had
strived, and more came the fullowing day, and*
they kept comiog till there were nearly, if pot
quite, one hundred in attendance. Many who
wanted to be there—they had beeun there before—
could not be present, The early part of Thuraday
was apent iu sight seeing, and in preparations for
the mesting. At 8 o'cluck, a most enjuyable social
meeting was held, over #hich Bro. H. Murrsv, pas-
tor of the church, presided, The opening “ymn
was, ‘ Blest be the tie that binds,” etc. Many
took part in tho meeting.

Oa Friday morning at 9 o’clock, another sacial
meeting was held. This was led by Bro. E, H.
Andrews of Everett, Mass. He is & young man of
great promise, For two months hu has been work-
ing very successfully with the chucch in Kempt,
and the church is loud in his praise. His engage-
ment, however, was only temporary, and he is going
back to the States with the ‘view of pureuing his
studies in Hiram College. We know that his
brethren in thess parts :vish him great success.

At 10 o'dlack, Bro, E. C. Ford, Chairman of the
convention, took the chair, and the business ses-
sion of the meeting began, Ho called upon Bro.
H. Murray to invoke the divine blessing; and the
prayer was heard, for throughout the convention
there was no jarring and no wrangling; a apirit ot
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