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EDITORIA L.

These signit shall follow tliem that'believo.--Mark xvi.

As the editor is corstantiy asked by letter
and otherwise what is the meaning of Mark
xvi. 17, 1d, it is deemed best to reproducen the
following editorial which appeared in THE
CaIISTIAN over ten years ago:

The impression iargely prevails that Jeaus
has in the commission promiisod iniraculous
powers to hii that believeth and is baptized,
and from this impressior arise tbe following
conclusions :

1. The infidel says, " Aithough Jesus lias
promised salvation on prescribed terms, ho bas
promised a power ta work miracles as voil. I
see no one that has this; power, and I let the
whole thing go by default, as both promises
stand or fail together."

2. Others say, " He that believeth and is
baptized with thel Holy Ghost shall be saved,
and these signs shall follow him. I have re-
ceived that baptisa, and I, too, have that power.
My conversion was a miracle, and I speak with
a new tongue.'
• 3. Mormons and the like fanatics say, " We
believe that he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved, and also that he shall work mir-
acles. We bave been saved and can also lay
hands on the sick and heal them. We Lelieve
ail that Jesus promised here and bave received
ail, and are therefore the only true church of
God."

When coming to church one Lord's day morn-
ing, we met a stranger at the door in earnes4
conversation with sane of the members. "You
are right," said ho, as far as yout go, but you
only believe part of the Srviorur's promise. We
believe he hase promised these signs and we have
received them." The man wanted the bouse
when not occupied by rus. We told him that
there was a number of sick persons around ani
if he would go in and lay his hands on then and
heal them ha would get the house and aise an
immense audience to hear hii. After giving a
solid round of abuse he left.

4. Another class contends that Jesus prom-
ised him that believes and is baptized a miracu-
lous power, and so did Peter ta those who askedl,
. What shall we do" (to ho saved). Acta ii. 37,
38. " Repent and be haptized eveîy one of you
in the name of Jesurs Christ for the remission of
sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost." This gift of the Holy Ghost, say they,
is the miracolous power instead of the Spirit of
adoption, and the tirat converts were promis-d
that power, althoug Peter adds, "I the pronise
is unto you and to your children and to them

that are sar off, even to as many as the Tord
our God shall calI,' and there is no proof that
one of the three thousand or any one else
-wrought a miracle on the simple condition of
obeying the gospel. We are told of the great

'joy those coi.verts had, but when signs and
wonders are oentioned, these were donc by the
bands of the apostis. Verse 43. Still it is ar-
gued that Jeans promised the converts this, and
that they had it till the apostles' death.

5. Others contend that Jesus promised these
signs to obedient believers, and that some of the
converts had them but not ail, and that they ail
oeased at the apostles' deatb. But as Jesrs did
not restrict it to some, or say arything abont it
ending at the apostlee' death, Mormons and in-
fidels claim a victory in the argument.

This passage is clear enough, but there is a
grand mistake in its application leading to the
foregôing errorsand confueion as well as to other
absurd thoories. Jesus promised that ho that

believeth and is baptized shall e savel, îand
sacred hist'ry records the faithful filtihlnet of
that promise. lie did not promise that le that
bolieveth and is baptized shall woik mbiiacles
or t.ait these signs shall follow hin. Neither
does inspired history give such a record. Thero
are three distinct classes mentioned in the
sixteenth chapter of Maik, which nust ho kept
distinct to provent confuiion and error. The
first class is composed of the apostles, here ai-
ways mentioni ci in the plu iral. Jesus speaks to
them in the second person, and of themn using
the third personal pronloun. He tupbraided
thein for not believing them who had seen him
after he was risen. Ie sent thon> into ail the
word with the gospel to every creature. They
liad a work peculiar to themîselves vhich noone
else could do, and Jesus made themi promises
which ho made to no other person or persons.

He that believeth and is baptized is of the
second class, here mentioned in the singular
numrber because he is a representative person
and stands for ail his class. What is true of
him is true of ail the millions who do as he does
or who belongs to his class.

He that believeth not is of the third class,
here allo in the singular for the same reason.
What is true of him is true of ail the millions
who beliovo not or belong ta bi class.

We may so why Jeus puts the first class in
the plural and the second and third in the sin-
gular. The first class was thon made up except
one or two soon to be added. They did their
own work and wero not representatives of others.
He promised them the power necessary for that
work, requiring them always to believe. He
does not say of the second class, They that be.
lieve and are baptiznd shal be saved, but " He
that believeth and is baptized shall ho eaved,"
because ho represents others. Nor does he say
of the third class, They that believe not shall be
danned, but " He that believeth not." etc., be-
cause ho, too, represents others. But he uses
the plural when speaking of the eleven.

We now ask which of the three classes does
ho say theee signe shalil follow ? Dops he say
they shall foliow the third or him that believeth
not i No ! Does ho say thoy shail follow the
second or'him that believeth and is baptized?
No ! Does ho &ay they shall follow the tiret or
thei that believe ? Yes! Did they follow
that class? Certainly they did. What, then,
did Jesus say would follow the second class 1
Lie shall be saved. What did b aay would
follow the third class i He allait be condemned.
le faithftully told what would follow each class.
Mliracles shall follow the first, salvation the
second, and condemnation the third.

After Jesa had told what would follow each
class. we read, " So, then, after the Lord bad
spoken uînto them, he was received up inito
leaven and sat at the right band of God ; and
they went forth and pîeached everywhere, the
Lord working with them and confirning the
word with signa following." The particle "seo "
is very sutgestive, connecting the promise and
its fuitilmuent. •If, however, the prorhise had
been made to one party and a different party
had received it, the historian would have given
us a " but " inistead of a I so then," to record a
fauilure instead of a fulfilment, as the promise
and its fuilfilment are bomogenoua. The candid
reader who carefully examines this chapter fron
the fourteenth verse tili its close will, we think,
be convinced that these signe were promised to
the apostles and not to their converts. In their
vcry nature miraculous signe were to follow
God's messengers rather than those who received
their message ; thus Moses did signe and won-
dors and not the Israelites to whon ho w. sent.
Jeans did many mighty works, not those who
believed him; and by the bande of the apostles
were many sign and wonders wrought, but
those who received their message rejoiced greatly
in the salvation of the Lord. See Acts il. 37,

40, 13-46. The salvation tirst beganî to be
sptokent by the Lord, and was conlir me unto

lis by thein that heard hiiim, God aiso bearing

therm witness, both1 vith signs, and woiders and

divois miracles, and gifts of the loly Ghost ne-

coiding to his owin will. leb. iii. 4.
Notwithstanîding the foregoing is so plaio, the

mindi nay' be beset with difliculties like the fol-

lowing : The converts ina many cases wrought
miracles in the apostles' days. This is triue.

Son converts ha] power to work some imiracles.
Bt ail of these with but one exception, that is

when the Gentiles first entered the kingdon
(Acts x), ieceived this power through the laying
on of the apostles' hands and not direct from

heaven as the apostles did. These signe always
followed the apostles, and on home occasions they
were perimitted to give thom to othois for special

purposes. But when we read of apostles and
their converts, the former and not the latter lad
these signs. There is no natural affinity btween
enjoying salvation and having miracuilous pow-
ers. Bad men had this power, such as Balaam,
Saul, Caiaphas and Judas; while many men of
God never had it. In logical parlance-with
other Christians it was an accident, but with the
ipostles a necessity.

This aiso niay be an objection: If Jesus pro-
m:'ued the aposdes, whom ho addressed #t the
tine, tlhese signs, he would use the second and
not the third personal pronoun, and say, these
signs shali follow you, and not then. Jesus, and
inspired speakers often changed the pronoun
from second to thiid, when speaking of the
future.-Mark xiii. 14; Luke i. 44, 45.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

AT M1LTON, il. B., AUG. 30TH--sEnr. 2NDi.

Whore could you find a botter place for an an-
nual meeting than at Miltonî The scenery is
charming, the people are cultured sud open heart.
ed, and the church is alive. It is no wouder peo-
ple like to go there, and like to stay when they
arrive. No one would object if the place was more
easiiy accessible, and ail hope that, by the time the
next meeting will be held with that church, they
may ho able to reach the place by rail. But there
will ho this danger thon: the brethren and sisters
will want to go too often,

The meetiig began this year on Thursday even.
ing. On Wedniesday night many delegates had
arrived, and more came the following day, and
they kept coming till there were nearly, if ot
quite, one hundred in attendance. Many who
wanted to be there-they had beeu there before-
could not be present. The early part of Thursday
wa spent in aight seeing, aud in preparations for
the meeting. At 8 o'clock, a mont enjayable social
meeting was held, over which Bro. B. Murryv, pas.
tor of the church, preeided. The opening 'lymnl
was, " Blest be the lie that binds," etc. Many
took part in the meeting.

On Friday morning at 9 o'clock, another sncial
meeting wae held. This wa led by Bro. E. H.
Andrews of Everetr, Mass. Be is a young man of
great proriise. For two months he has been work.
ing very succeasfully with the church in Kempt,
and the church is lnud in bis praise. His engage-
ment, however, was only temporary, and he is going
back to the States with the 'view of pursuing his
studies in Hiram College. We know that his
brethren in these parts wish him great success.

At 10 o'clock, Bro. E O. Ford, Chair man of the
convention, took the chair, and the business ses-
sion of the meeting began. Be called upon Bro.
H. Murray to invoke the divine blPasing; and the
prayer was heard, for throughout the convention
there wa no jarring and no wrangling; & apirit et
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