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CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

January, 184,

The International Pharmaceuti~
cal Congress of 1893, and
Some Pointsin Amer-
ican Pharracy.

From o paper by N. H. Manmiy, one of the
delegates from Great Brituin,

Since Mr. Martin intended to visit
Chicago at the time of the Congress, he
was, he said, appointed ns 1 delegnte from
Lngland to that mecting, 1t had been
his second visit 1o the States, and had
moditied many of his former ideas und
views, e did not intend, nor, indeed,
was he able, to enter into details of phar-
maceutical life, but rather to give an
account of some of the gencral principles
of Ameriean pharmacy. Ile should not
wmention any names of the various colleges
and men and shops he had visited, but
merely give some account of his views of
them,

Mr, Martin then wandered from matters
pharmaceutical to ideas of the discomforts
of American travelling, and to the beau-
ties of American scenery, and, after ten
minutes, he returned to his subject by
telling his nudience how he arrived late
at the meeting of the American Pharma-
ceutical Association, and was soon wel-
comed on to the platform. He was sur-
prised to find that printed copies of the
papers read were cirenlated amongst the
members directly the author commenced
his paper.  The visible cffects were two-
fold. Tirstly, little attention was paid to
the speaker, since the paper could casily
be followed in print.  Secondly, the dis-
cussion was very critical and well main-
tained on account of the easy way in
which the whole of the paper was before
the audience at once.

The papers read were divided into
three seetions (1) scientific, (2) legal and
cducational, (3) commercinl. Tue volu-
bility with which many of thesc latter
were read and discussed was remarkable,
as was their great impracticability, said
Mr. Martin. A peculiar custom was the
frequent appointment of conuniitees of
three to settle trivial watters. Even the
vote of thanks to the President for his
address was referred to a committee of
three. Many of the members of these
committees never knew they were nomin-
ated until two or three months afterwards.
The commercial papers were usually very
entertaining, but very unprofitable, and
this was 2 warning to us not to be too
eager to introduce trade matters at our
Conference. The publication of theseventh
decennial revision of tht United States

" Pharmacopaia was the most important of -

all their work., It was a matter of great
satisfaction to sce how the Piarnacopuia
Committer of 1810, consisting entircly of
n:edical men, had gradually altered until
an equal number of pharmaceutical dele-
zates and of medical anen were on the
Comwitter, and 56 delegates from the
yarious pharmaceutical colleges were pres-
ent at the meeting.  Adfter another extra
pharuiaccutical excursion to the World's
Fair, the author said he thought it wasa
mistako to have held the Juternational

Congress a week after the other meeting,
since the members were hardly ready to
seriously discuss pharmacy so soon again.
I'he most notablo feature of the Cougress,
in his opinion, was the presentation of
the Hanbury medal to Professor Maisch,
who was too ill to receive it in person.
Mre, Carteighy, therefore, presented it to
Professor Remington on his hehnlf.  The
1,000 dollars voted towards the compil-
ation of an International Pharmacopusia
for potent remedics was also noteworthy,
and & comamittee of threee were appointed

to communicate with the authorities in.

other countries. 1t is most essential that
we should all have our potent remedies of
identical strength,  The discussion on the
relation of pharmacists to sanitation aud
the working of the Adulteration Act led
to the expression of the feeling that the
pharmacist was the right man to dead
with questions of hygicuer, sewage water
and adulteration, In England pharmac-
ists neededto befarmoreckemiststhan they
were at present to be able to take these
matters into their hands. The Congress
expressed its approval of a four years
apprenticeship, and of an enforced cur-
riculum. In regard to the general re-
Iations of cducation and examination, the
author said there was no lesson whatever
to be learned from our American brethren.
The independence of pharmaceutical
management in thedifferent States causes
no definite standard to be maintained, and
the result is deplorable. In some cases
where a distinction between a junior and
a senior course is miaintained, the Jatter
is practically a repetition of the former.
The diploma of a pharmacecutical gruduate
is thought very little of ; so much so,
that the cducational section concluded
that pharwacy boards should not accept
the collegiate diploma in lica of the State
examination. Some of the colleges, in-
deed, are so lax that they will give a
diploma after 15 months’ training to men
under 21.  This appears to be done in
order to gain fees and popularity. There
is practically no training to laboratory
work, two hours per week being a common
enough time for this, and then three
hours lectures every cevening of the week.
After the day’s work is donc lecturcs on
subjects quite outside any branch of phar-
macy are often given, and the astounding
stateusent that two hours lecturing is to
dispose: of the origin of trade, botanic
gardens, the practice of medicine, and the
location of man is wnoteworthy. The
pharmacy boards are appointed by the
Governorof the State, and their duties
are loosely defined, and their powers are
absolute. The heavy salary to the seere-
taries indicate the way, in which the posts
are given. DPolitics and dollars scem,
according to the author, to have mora to
do with the matter than pharmacy. The
examinations arc entirely theoretical,
with the exception of a few drugs for
identification, purchased from a druggist
in the locality just before the examination.
The examiners travel about from town to
town and examine the candidates at an
hotel. An exawpleis worth giving. A

class of 31 students in one State, were

examined in toxicology, materin medica,

and prescriptions from 5 to 7 one day.;’
in chemistry from 8 to 9 the same

evening, and in pharmacy from 10 to
1115 next morning. At 3 the ex-

aminers wet, and 15 candidates were

pussed the same evening. Although all

the cxamination was by mexns-of papers,

the examiners were three in number.  In

such States the whole system was merely

a parody on Pharmaceutical education.

The pharmacy laws were very lax ang un-
satisfactory. in one State, the lnw passed
in 1889 said that no man but one duly
registered could sell or dispense poisous,

whilst an unqualiticd man could always be
covered by the employment of & qualified

man. Spirits were allowed by the Act to
be kept for medicinal purposes (7) There
wasa great tendency to use the dollar
fuirly or unfairly, in order to get doctors

to prescribe only a certain brand of goods,

and the cnormous trade in drinks wasone
of the waorst features in American Phar-
macy. The last shop he had visited was
Mr. Francis', of 5th Avenue, where, he

was glad to say, the seda fountain had

been abolished, and only pharmacy was
transncted. MHowever, America had its

great pharmacists as well as other places,

and he would end by pointing to the
names of Squibb, Parrish, Bedford, Rem-

ington and Maisch, men who made phar-

macy in the United States.—Z2r. and
Col. Drugyist.

A Pertinen?éuggestion.

There is no better reading for a young
man who is .auxious to risc in the store
in which he is employed than a good trade
journal. In it are gathered brisk business
items, discussions on' commercial issues,
and pointers gathered from the experi-
ence of the oldest and most tried wer-
chaats, that are of inestimable value to
him. No matter how thoroughly he 15
posted as to his own trade and locality he
will always find something in it that he
can read with interest as well as profit.
The clerk who does so soon getson.  He
becomes, half unconsciously, better post-
cd than his fellow employes. e knows
the latest commercial news, and -soon s
appcaled to by the others for this or that
bit of information. Customers like to
buy from him because he is so well post-
cd, and by and by it comes that no mat-
ter what chunges may be made in the
pessonnel of the stafl he is always. a fix-
tare until he gets a store of his own oran
interest in the firm.  And this is all due
to his patient and intelligent perusal of
the trade paper; for he ‘who reads will
learn, and knowledge is always power.—
Fxchange,

AFTER the ingestion of eitler rhubarb
or senna the urine gives the bismuth re-
actiws for sagar. (Phar. Zeit). Both
Kuapp's and Nylander’s solations are re-
duced, and Fehling's solution is descolor-
ized without caasing precipitation with
urine passed after the ardministiation of
thubarb.—Pharm. Cent.




