
CANA1IAN DHUGUIST.

The International Pliarmaceuti-
cal Congress of 1893, and

Sorme Points in Amer-
Ican Pharrmacy.

Fromi ai µgeKr by N. Il. AtarTs, Une of tihe
eIt -gates fromaa Uaeat Writiaai.

Since M1r. alartin intendedi to visit
Clhicago rat te tiaae of tiae Conagress, lae
wavis, lae said, appointed as aI delegate frou
Eniagland to tiat ameeting. It lad been
lis second visit to tia States, and liai
maodified tmany of lais former ideas and
vieaws. Ie dii anot intend, aoi-, indced,
vas le able, to enater ilnto details of plar-
maaceutical life, but ratter to give ain
accouant of somaae of tiae geaneral priiciples
of! .A1 maericianta pIhararCy. lie siaould not
amtention any naimes of tihe varions clleges
anaad alon and siaops lie lad visitedi, but
amerely give soae accouit of lais views of
tiem.

Mr. Martin then wandered from matters
plu:rrmaceutical te ideas of Vite discomnforts
of Anerican travelling, aad Vo the beau-
ties of Amtcericai sceie>ry, and, after ten
minutes, le returiei to lais slject by
telling lais audience hiow lae arrived late
at thre maeetinag of the Aaterican Plarma.-
ceutical Association, anid was soon wel-
comaed ont to the platfort. lie was sur-
prised to finda that printed] copies of tie
papers read were circulated amîongst the
amemabers directly tha a.-uthaor comeanaaalced
Iis paper. The visible cects were two-
fold. Firstly, little «attention was paid to
tie speaker, since the paper couldI casily
be followed ina prinit. Secondly, Vite dis-
cussion was very critical and -ell maain-
tained oni accouait of tire easy way in
wiiclh tie wlhole of tle paper was before
the audience at once.

The papers read were divided into
threc sections (1) scientific, (2) legal and
educationial, (3) commercial. Tie volu-
bility witi wiici ainy of these latter
were read and discussed vas renarkable,
as was tiheir great inpracticability, said
Mr. MaTtin. A peculiar custoi was Vite
frequent appointmaent of commiittees of
three ta settle trivial uatters. Even the
vote of thaanks ta tiae President for lais
addaress was referred to a comnuittec of
tirce. Many of the mlemibers of tise
comiittees never knew tihey vere nomain-
ate.d unti two or tharce aumontls afterwards.
The commercial papers -ere usually very
entertaining, but very umprofitable, and
tiis was a varning ta us not to x too
eager to introduce trade anatters at our
Conféaence. Thae publication of theseventh
decennial revision of tht: United States

har-mcop<ia w-ais the mlost imporLant of!
all tieir work. Jt was a maatter of great
satisfaction to sec how tihe Piarmaucopi:ia
Connittee of 1810, consisting entirely of
medical msent, laid gradually alterci until
an equal nuiber of piaa-iceutical ade.
gates and of muedical .usen were o tiae
Coiumnittee, and 56 delegates from lte
various phtarmiaccutical colleges wem pares-
ent at tie miecting. After another extra
phaarniaceuticaI excursion to thre World's
Fair, Vite autior said le tiouglt it, was a
maistake to have lacid thre iutlcernationaal

Con-gress a week after the othter meaetinag,
since the maemaabers were iardly ready to
seriously discuss phar SO soon again.
The miost notablo feature of tlhe Congress,
ina lhis opinion, was te presentation of
the Illanbury medlI to Professor Maisch,
whao vas too ill to receive it in person.
Mr. CaIrteiglhe, thaerefore, presented it to
Professor 1 .6mainlglton ona lis belaadf. Thre
1,000 dollars voted towards thre compil.
ation of an i aternational Pharacopea
for potent remiediies was :ailso not.ewortlay,
and a comnittee of ttree were appointed
te connnnluiniclate with thre authsorities ina.
otlher couItries. It is most essentil tha1t
we should all have our potent remiedies of
identical stirngth. Tie disenssion ona tihe
relation of plaarmaaacists to sanitatioi and
the workinag of thre Adulteration Act led
to thre expression of thre feeling thtat thi,
plharacaist was the riglht lanait te deid
witih questions of lygienl, sewage water
-and adulterition. t England plarac.
ists neded to befarmorechemiststan tibey
were at preseit to be able to take tlase
matters into tlhcir laands. Thae Congress
expressed its approval of a four ycars
-apprenticesiip, anid of an cnforeed cur-
riculumn. Ili rega.rd to tiae genieral re-
lations of education :rad examination, tie
autior said tacre was ie lesson wlaatever
to be learnaei froma our Aamericaaî bretiret.
Thae independence of pliarmaaceutical
management ira tre difTerent. States causes
no deinite standard to be anaintained, and
tite resuit is deplorable. li somaie cases
wiere a distitnction between a juiîor :and
a senior course is anaintained, thre latter
is pactically a repetition of thre formesar.
The diplomaa of a plarmaaccutical ga-îduaate
is thaouglht very little of ; se amaucl so,
tiat tihe educationai section concluded
thiat plharnacy boards siaould not accept
thre collegiate diplomsa ii lieu of thre State
exainaxaation. Somle of thge colleges, in-
deed, arc se Iax tiat tihey will give a
diploana after 15 maontihs' training to aameni
under 21. Tiis appeai-s to bc doile ai
ordur to gain fees and popularity. There
is practically no training to laboratory
work, two lours per week being a coannon
enougl tine for this, and tiaen tlarce
hleurs lectures every evening of tie week.
After thre day's work is done lectures on
subjects quite outsideany branchi of pliar-
anacy are often givei, and tie aistoundçing
stateient, that two iours lectuñng is te
dispose of the origin of trade, botanic
gardens, tiae practice of medicine, and thre
location of anit is notewortlhv. Tea
pharmacy boards are appointed by thae
Governor of tie State, aud tiheir duties
are loosely definci, and tieir powers are
absolutc. T'fla ieavy salary te tie secre-
taries ilalicate tie way ia which tie posts
are givean. Politics and dollars sceau,
acconding to tir autlaor, to laave mnore te
do witht the matter than phaîracy. Thae
exainations are entirely thaeoretical,
vith the exerption of a few drugs for
identification. purcaised froan a druggist
ia tie locality jutstbefore the exanination.
Thea exaniners travel about from town to
town araid examaaine thre candidates at au
lotel. Atn exaitple is wortâ givin. A

class of 31 students in one State, were
examaainaed ia toxicology ,aateriai nedica,
and prescriptio:as fromt 5 to 7 one da.
in elheniaistry fromn 8 te 9 thte samae
eveninig, and in p!aarmaacy fromt 10 to
11.15 next maaorninig. At 3 tiae ex.
ainiaer.s aet, and 15 candidates were
paissed tlo saue evening. Altihougha all
tie exaunination was by anns-of papers,
tihe exmnaainers were tirec ira numaber. Ili
sucl States thre wihole systei was aameroly
a parody ont Phlaaraceutical education.
The plaaraaicy laws were very lax and un-
sattisfactory. an one State, the law passed
in 1889 said tiant ie anuin but onle duly
registered could self or dispense poisons,
whiilst lan umiaualified mat could always be
covered by tle eamployment of aI qualified
anait. Spirits were allowed by thae Act te
be keptfor medicinal purposes() aThere
was a grait tendency to use tite dollar
faiirly or unfairly, in order to get doctors
to prescribe only ai certain braid of goods,
and tie enormaous triade ia drinks was one
of tihe îworst features in Aanerican Pliar-
mnacy. The last siop le lad visited was
Mr. Francis', of 5ta Avenue, wlhere, ie
w.-as glad to say, thge soda fountain lad
been abolisied, and only plharaicy was
transacted. lowever, Amtierica htad its
great plharnacists as well as otier pjaces,
and le would end by pointing to the

raames of Squibb, Parrisi, Bedford, Rem-
inigton and Maischa, mae: whao miade plhar.
aaacy in tie United Staites.-ir. aid
Col. Druyyist.

A Pertinent Suggestion.

Tiere is ao better reading for a yoang
anait who is .anxious to rise in tie store
in whaici lae is cmployed than a good trade

journal. li it arc gathered brisk business
items, discussionas oan coanmercal issues,
and pointers gatiered froa tiae experi-

ncofe o! t le oîdest and most tried tier-
chants, tiat are of inestimable value to
lain. No anatter how thoroughly he is
posted as to lais own trade and locality lae
will always find sometling in it thait lae
can read witha interest as well as profit.
T'ea clerk who does se soon gets on. Ife
becomaes, lalf unconsciously, botter post-
cd than lais fellow enployes. Ie knows
thae latest commercial news, and-soon is
appealed to by the otihers for tihis or thiat
bit of information. Customers like to
buy fromt lainai because lae is se well post-
cd, aud by and by it cormes that no mat-
ter wiat danges miay be made in tie
personnel of tie stafT lae is always a fix-
ture unatil lae gets a store of bis own oran
interest in tiae firs. AInd titis. is all due
te lais patient and intelligent perusal of
tVe trade paper ; for lie wio reads will
le.îrn, and knowledge is always power.-

Exdage.

Arran the ingestion of citLer rhtubxrb
or senaa Liae urine givs thre bismuth re-
acti)n for sugar. (Phar. Zeit.). Both
Kaaapp's and Nylanrder's solutions are re-
duced, and Fehiling's solution is descolor-
ized without causing precipitation with
urine passed after ite administiation of
rhubarb.-Parma. Cent.
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