118

the purpose of gaining admiration, is
then pure vanity. I'he vain man isan
impostor—one who secks one's goods
under false pretenses. This will be
evident from whatever point df view
he is contemplated.

Regard him as an intellectual being
—-certainly there is nothing 'in his
mental qualities which entitles him to
admiration. lis wit is eclaborated
slowly, and with great difficulty. His
mind works heavily in the creation of
thought. Few images of beauty ever
adorn the chambers of his imagina-
tion. His powers of observation e
so obtuse, that I have known men to
o to a place of worship, and after
spending an hour or so, leave without
being able to tell the colour of any
lady’s ribbon, or the shape of a soli-
tary-bonnet. Even when men seem
to excel in any departisent in which
learning or intelligence is necessary,

they wonld biush to confess at what.

infinite evil their excellence was ob-
tuined.

In fact, men are go conscions of
their intellectual inferiority, that many
never are vain of it.  If they have any
sense, they feel humiiiated in view of
their mental imbectlity 5 and if they
are without sense, they seck admira-
tion or flattery for their persomal
appearance, manuers, or imaginary
qualitiea.

But is there anything in man’s ex-
terior for which ke may reasonably
expect admiration? Certainly from
this point of view he is very unprepos-
sessing.  View the rigidity of his
muscles, the barduess of his features,
the prominence of his bones, the tawnyv
cast of his complexion. Then, as if
to remind him of his relative approxi-
mation to the brates, his-chin and
cheek and upper lip are covered with
hair, so that he resembles a sicep or
goat, just asthe case may be.  Viewed
anatomically then, that man is deci-
dedly vain who cxpects that there s
anything in his shape, complexion, or
even in his mustachios, to awaken ad-
miration in the breasts of the most
tasteless and inconsiderate.

Butperhaps thereis something in his
movements, or voice, Or manmers,
which destroys the disagreeable im-
pression produced by his physical con-
formation. On the contrary, his walk
is heavy and clunsy,—his gestures
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are fierce and unnatural,—hir move-
wments arve all utterly deficient in grace-
fulness,—his laugh is a rour, beginning
with a horrible grin,—und his voice
resembles rather the braying of u cer-
tain animal with long cars, than that
of any other creature of which natural
history makes mention. :

Now, has art made the least im-
provement in him?  Judging by what
art has done for the fair sex, the sym-
metry which it hus-added to the form,
the grace which it has lent to the
movements, one would anticipate that
by this time man would have learned
the use of flowing drapery, and crino-
line, and those dear little bonnets.
But man is a creature whom no per-
suasion ¢an influence, no example im-
prove; and though taiforsand hatters
have Lbeen busy for these last six thou-
sand years, endeavoring to make some
improvement in him, while the form
and structure of woinan has undergone
a transtormaiion—advancing  from
beautiful to wore bedutiful and most
beautiful,—man remains precisely the
same uncouth amd uushapen animal
that he was at fiest.

Behold a creature, in the likeness of
aniunmoth ourang-outapg,surmounted
by a hat, whichincreases the lankness
of his appearance, and totally destroys
what little symmetry of shape he
originally possessed. The legs are en-
cased inatight fitting sack, called trow-
sers—the chest is stowed awayin a
coat and waistcort—which combine to
increase the deformity of his shape,
and the awkwardness of his move-
ments,—while his head is kept rigidly
inits position by a stiftly starched piecce
of linen, calied a collar, which acts
mechanically and morally,—mechani-
cally, by the force of starch,—morally,
by the dread infused lest any free and
1atural movement of the head should
disarrange this extraordinary piece:of
linen.

The only man I ever heard of, who
was really entitled to admiration on
account of his outward appearance,
was onc whose nane was never men-
tioned except with ridicule, who vet,
by a very simple expedient, united
comfort with elegance, vendered it pos-
sible to abrogate the shirt collar, and
to modify indefinitely the style of pan-
taloong,—1 allude to Paddy from Cork,
who wore his coat buttoncd behind ;




