
THIE ADVISER.

ereed but the Bible. They sccmi to me a riglit
worthy people, and I shall niake thein a prescat
of niy house.

Having now enjoyed, geatle reaider, an oppor-
tunity of meeting for several successive Nweeks
with tbe congregation te whom I presented niy
church, and having by eniquiry and personal
intercoui-se made myscif prctty wchl acquainted
with them, I propose te give you somne accounit
of this ratiier remnu-kabie, if uîot singular peo-
pie.a

The cengregation numbers ia ail fifty. Their
personni appearance nt first on entering the
church struck nme as a little edd. They al
dress moat noticeably plain. 1 do not men
that cither the men or ivomea bave any uniformn
fashiort after -which they eut, nor that ail of'
cither sex dress in the saute kiad of goods1
mena strictly that they dress very plain. The
material in which the mca dress, althongh re-
markably neat and faultiessly dlean, 1 talce to
be quite cheap. One thing among the females
struck me with peculiar force-not one bas lier
cars pierced, and they wear no jewelicry. I
have not seea a single ear-pendant, wristlet, or
ring; ner amonoe the mca so mucli as a brcast-
pin or watch-SeZl I learn that they have thuese
things, at home, and wear themn on ordinary
occasions, but never in flic hbouse of (led. Ia
that hoiy place they say aIl should appear in a
style rcmarkabiy neat and pure. I think Ihave
nover sea a worshipping asscnubiy exhibit, in
its outward appenrance, 0se littie of earth as
this. Beiag curious to have a reason for it as
I took for g.canted they bad one, I approaâued
one of the overseers of the congregation and
asked hlm why hie brethien dressed thus. Hle
blushed aud modestly replied, IlFriend, your
question is legitimate, but it elicits from me a
rather painful answcr. There arc many poor
in our commtuulty, -who eau-mot afford te dress
better than you sec us dressed. They would
feel pained by a différence in drcss which shouid
constantiy rèmind thiem of thîis circumstaucc.
Some of these are herc to-day and are members
of our body, but yen cannot distinguish theni.
These brethren are very dear te us, and we are
unwiiiing te hurt their feelings by dressing bet-
ter than yen sec us dressed. Besides, we think
it right ia us to, appear thus ia the preseace of
God. \e hence bave-a double plensure la it."
I turned away frem this good man saying ia niy
heart, these are Christians indeod, anJ hience
know hew te Il condescend te mn of' low
estate."1
.Again I tbiffki I notice sonuething very Pecul-

lar in the greclings of tiiese puepie on coining
into their bouse. Thcy grasp cadhinl the band
se quick and strong, and give each otbcrna look
se cordial, sweet, and kind, iliat 1 declare it is
worth whilc attending thicir churcli xnrcly te
sec theni meet. Nor u I dotect in tlîeir inter-
course even the siightcst al)pronhu te vuigar
famiiiarity. Thcy evidcntly kuow how t e bee
courteons, and net only se, tlîcy ccrtainly love
ecdi other mest tenderiy. Tlîe ivarin virtuoîîs
iook of the eye, the amiable unsiinister siiiilt,,

together %vith aL mantacrisin indescribably, bc-
ivitcbing, not clearly evince this. 1 lni iii the
habit of lattcndiug ehurcli at several other
places besides 1this, but nowlicre eisc do 1 sec
any-thing even approaehing what 1 %vituess here.
Tiiese meetings alibet mie mucli. Xy feelings
are offert decply moved, and for the life of i'e
1 cannot tell 'wby. Every body sezs del-igzed
to attend the place, The vcry atmosp)hereê you
breathe seems quik witl divin e life. 'l'lie at-
traction to be herie is irresistible1, nand thcn yon
lintrer on the spot as if hcld i soute strauge
speil. C

lit their ordcr of worship seî'eral things strilc
me as noteworthy. In their singiagr whicbi 1
pronoîînce excellent, 1 discover they p refer the
older type of tunes. IlOld hund(red," for in-
stance, scems a favorite with themn, and iu ai-
most ail their Lord's-day meeting,,s I notice tbuy
sin gr

"Sl afeiy through anothcr wecl-."
They seem, too, to be muchi attacheci to thit
fine old piece,

Il.0 Thou Fount of every biesuing.1"
In ail this 1 inust confess I thiinkl their taste excel-
lent. Those grand old airs are the very, nelody
of the seul, and those matcliless iiyrns the -%ery
utterances of the pious hcart. Whcn the lIoly
Scriptures are to be rend they ail stand 1listeningr
in profoundest reverence. While the rading i.ý
procceding ench meniber holds ia front an open
B3ible, loolzing on. This donc they aIl resuine
their sents. They stand, thcy tell me, as a
token of respect for the hoiy word of God. 1
couid wish flic custom universal provided it pre-
'vaiied througli real respect for the Bible and
net as a moere form.

Tlieir prayers, in sonie respects, are remark-
able. Every member in the churchi tak-es part
in thiern ihen called upon. They are vcry frec
from ail conventional florims and stupid phrases.
They seeni to bc more a simple confiding tallk
with God than anything eIsc. Yct Io nie0there
is something grand in those simple nîeasurcd
petitions. They becomne dceply affectlng.
While listeningr to one the other day I feit as if

niy eart woulâ break. Pctcrmining, if possi-
ble, te discover ii -what this secret powver lay, I
resolved te jet down one of these prayers and
studv it. 1 bore transcribe it:

49ÀAU merciful Father, thy littie flock, stili
lieipless and poor, are in thy presence again. iu
the nie of our biesscd Mediator we coine, ani
since vnwvorthy, iii dccl) humility, Turn flot
thy face away front ns when ve, cry ,.e thice.
Here us ln thy clemcucçy, and iwhen thoit hcarest
forgive. WXe liave ail1 been, kcpt tbroughi ant-
other wcek, have hiad our brcad and cloingi
from tlbee. Accept our humble thaiks forthe
thv favors. Tcach us to bc always gratêil,
and hielp us in all our -%ays te ackiovlcdze tbcc.
Eeep ii- iu safety ilirond aoterwe Sufer
us ziot te bc tempicd. Saeour oes froin -teu-s

aOur feet froin wadru. Remeuuîber.
Lord,cpciiyrnebr r rtbr]4îb
who lies se sick te-day. lus lie is lu iliy biaud:
M.-I It 1)0 thy Nvill ie spare hlm. Pitv his anxi-


