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Priest was aise aniointed with the oit of the
JoySpirit, of which the ol, used in thce legal

ritual, was a type, John iii. 34-leb. i. 9.7
VI. IlTo preach t/te GoRpel to thte poor."

The word gospel is of Saxon derivation,
signifying literally God's news. It is uised in
différent sensc.s fit the Seriptures, sometimes
Tneaning the coniing and kingdom of christ,
and sonietimes the glad tidings of salvation.
In the pssage nnder censideration, it is mni-
festly used in the latter acceptation. The
Apostle tells uns CGod hath chosen "lthe pour
«i this world rich in faithi," James ii. 5. R'nt
the expressions pfflr, brokeu.-hoarted, &c.,have here, not a literai bat a spiritutal appli-
eation. The spiritaally poor are those who
are cousclous that they have nothing of their
own to recotnmend them, 10 the favour and
utercy of God. TWbey are sensible thtit no oh-
servance of ordinances, however s,.trict ne
nioraiity merely briman, eau ever avait te jus-
tify thern before the Righiteoens Judge. Thc y
aue sefcnene. The hroken-hearted
niouru te feel that so far fromn having anythiing
meritoriotis, by wlîicb heyri render theni-
selves accep)table to the ord , even their best
actionis are si) iniperfect, su nie up with
sin, that for themq alone they miglit be *1ustly
consigned te everiasting punishment. TVhey
feel titat ail their righteousîiesses, iu flie sight
of a IIoly God, Ilwho is or purer eyes than
to behold iniquiity," are but us fiithy rags
viid that God wonld be just iii passing upon
therm th e sentence of condemntion. The
fhonght of God's infillite justice niakzes thet
tremble. Though gentle _Mercy might wish
their deliverance, Truth. and Justice deniand
their punishmeeut. To these pour. broken-
bearted captives, hcw swcet the glad tidings
eof salvation tbrougli a Redeemerl To theni,
and to themt alone, is Jesus sweet- IUtil we
are brotight, by the Spirit of Goci, te feel
that withont Christ we are Ilwretched, and
miscrable, and puer, and blind. and naked,"
the doctrine of the cross must be foolishness
and a stumbiing-block.

VIT. "l They. tondered ut tMe g.racieus
wordsivhkich proceeded out of is moith," v.

2;but caviled at the obscurity of bis con-
dition, and the lowness of bis birth. Hlow
proue is man te judgc of a persen flot by his
intîinisie merits, but by bis externat circuin-
stances!. Jesus, 'the carpentcr's reptcd son,
was stili the IlLord of Qlory"-"1 tho chief
aineng ten tbousand and ailt.ogther lovel37."-
The truly great, owesl net hie greatacas te the
circumstances by which ho may be surround-
ed. it is net the crewn, or the sceptre that
rnakes the king.

VIII. IlWhatsoever ive have heard donc in
ýCapernaum do aise here in ihy count-ry,"
v. 23. Thcy wished bit» to attest bis mission

hy a sign-to performù the smcn' rlce
before thetu, which they had beard of big
doing elscwhe. Tbey evea inshuîlated th5ýý
his miracuilouls cures shoutd have coeiuetCel
aîaong theni, by applying te, himn the proeVrb'ý
"lphysician heal thyself'" Jeu rcad 1bi
thouchtis, and wotuldnet*accedee ,,te theird-
manI for mirarles. These, witliout thv e
cornpaiiying influence uof the Spirit, weuld b"6
et' ne avait lu cansing themn te receive 11We
Gospel. Froni the cases eof lte ividow of
ýSarep)ta,, and eor Nannian the Syrian leper, ho
shows theru that bu la perrcct]y fi-ee ini die
pensiughis faveurs. Noeue eof us have atiy
dlaim on G4)d's mercy; whcere ail are 1e
guilty, it is solely of free grace that any e
saved.

IX. IlWhen they in the Vaft Zj hmpge u
these things, they ivcre itled vrith rtk
v. 28. Their indignation knew ne bounds.'
IIeow changeable is matn! For a titue they
listencd attentively te his gracious wr3
]3ut ne sooiier was the doctrine of 6-&"
sovereign mc rcy eunciatcd, than, their wor$t

pass;eas were excited. Wit oppopition, te
the triuth of Gud la there ln the huimait heart!
T'le nîinisters of Christ cannot expeet te fit
better thaît their master. Tbey must alsO7
exl)ect to meet witb the saine bitter hestilitl.

X. "lBut le passing through thte midsl o!
them iwent Ri; mu y," v. 30. Whetber by
miracle, or whéther by the providence of Ged'ý
lie escape1 unijurcd. 1-is heur was not Yet
cerne, and tilt then nu ffian could harni hinl'l
Iti like manner, however the wicked may rt1e'
will God preserve the lives eof is servatU'
tili ail bis purposes witb thein on carth aeI

ethdWe.
Leairu isI. We should seek fIrst te wi

fas'e of tliose lu car own neigbbourood, Moh
i, 4.5; iv. 28-29.

.2nd. The Gospel le suited te the pour Ji'
spirit, Mntth. v. 3.

3rd. God le sovereignly free lu the disPeO*
sation eof is faveurs, Rom. ix. 15-16.
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I. "..4nd t/te Lard t'isited &Saah." %t
ývi8ibly, but by a manifestion ot' bis goodfles
and f-iithfulneiss. Soutnies the Lord viSi'6
by conferring upon us temporal or spiitue6
faveurs, aud sometinies la afflictive dispCB"5
tions. v. 2. "Sarah conceived and t'Oe
Abraham» a son." This circumstance bcing4
miraculeus Was maaifestly fromn tàe Lord, bt
the mnost ordinary occurenco le ne lme O-"
ThI8 event was contrary te the laws of latte;'
but what are thesu laws but juat God'à orel'
ary way of working? Let us always 5'ek tO
dieceru the hand of a graious Father 'a'


