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therapeutician Oppoizer, have, 1 paid attention to the various questions,
and for that reaison I takze the liberty of takzing part in the general dis-
cussion, and 1 believe tlîat I can advancc many ideas which wvill flot Le
broachied by others.

Il. THi: INFE:CTIOUSNI:SS.

The most important question is probably that of the infectious Capa-
City of consumption.

It is well to consuit in ail questions the greatest teacher-history-
and there we flnd thiat a great miaster in the so-called obs--urc, but often
sunlit aritiquity, that Galen had already aflirnitd that question and re-
cognized the niost imiportant condition of infection. I-e teaclîez . 'Wýith
phthisic patients there arc putrid exhalations in the rooni which they in-
habit and a foetid srnell. Experience shows that persons sleeping in the
same bcd w'ith phthisic patients or a longer pcriod of timne dwvell togetîer,
cat and drink with thern, or use their clothingr or linen without these
h ax'ing- been purified of thecir noxious quality, are attacked also by
phthisis." \V'e wvill recur later to the full importance of this doctrine for
thec knowledgc of which 1 arn indebtcd to Dr. Max Neuburger.

A second important lesson fromn history 1 draw froni the fact that
the danger of infection fromn tuberculosis cannot bc very great, as it
disappeared temporarily from the consciousness of the scientific w'orld.
If such authority in clinics likze Skzoda and Oppoizer could overlook sucli
causes of tlue origin of tuberculosis, then infection could oniy take place
under specially favoring coriditions. Doubtless the danger of infection is
exaggerated te-day in its sociological dangerous nuanner. There exist
peculiar conditions, not kcnown to us yet in their exact existence, under
-xvhlich infection takes place.

A further lesson froin history, whîch on this occasion loomns up
drastically, is that every advance in science brings -with it also a retro-
cession. Wý,ith the great acquisitions of pathological anatomy, xvhich
conceived the tubercles as "ncw formations," disappeared tlic old doc-
trine of the origin by infection. 0f this gencral principle, \vhich is con-
stantly evidenccd, we niust takce thc admionition to asic anewv to-day,
whether there is not in the present day progress a partial inisconccption
of the truth ?

III. T-ui. HoMEs Or- TIIE INFEcTED.

If we inquire into the conditions and opportunities of the danger of
infection -ie meet first the question of habitation. The abode of the
populact, the home of nîisery, is theic ost important breeding placé of
consunîption. lIn these dwel'*rigs thorough ventilation, sunshinc and
cleanlinqýss ore out of consideration. The poison of disease broods in the
filth whiclî fis the air and %vhich sticks and accu:'îulates on Uic wails,
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