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benefit can be had from the application of a lever
ma:king pressure from behind forwards in the
neighborhood of the posterior prejection and coun-
ter-pressure from before backwards at two points,
one above and the other below the level of the
d.lsease. In a limited sense this application re-
lieves the diseased joints from the weight of the
body while the patient is up and about, bécause
antero-posterior pressure thus applied transfers a
Part of the weight and concussion, incident to
standing and walking, from the diseased bodies of
the vertebre to the processes, which remain sound.
_H*Wing thus (1) removed so far as is practicable,

. f“jui‘ious pressure from the diseased structures, it
18 obvious that we have also applied the most
effective kind of retentive splint for (2) the arrest
of motion in the affected joints. :

It does not take much practical experience to
convince one that efficient pressure applied in this
Manner is productive of good. It may not at once
arrest morbid action and induce cicatrization of
the carious bone. For these events we must wait
for the natural re-action, but it is not difficult to
Velieve that nature will the more promptly inter-
Vene with reparative efforts if our mechanical
applications relieve distress and substitute a feel-
Ing of strength for weakness and apprehension,
A well-applied support at once gives a degree of
relief which finds plain expression in the face and
attitude of the patient. As a matter of fact a
feeling of security and comfort is afforded by the
use of a corset made from any of the materials in
ordinary use. I will not indicate the defects of
4pparatus of this kind. The inexpensiveness of
Jackets and the ease with which they can be
Obtained and applied, make them of the greatest
Service to a vast number of patients who otherwise
would have no mechanical support whatever. But
W'hen and where it can be done it is necessary to
81ve the patient the benefit of accurately adjusted
antero-posterior pressure.

At the best, antero-posterior pressure, no matter
how carefully applied, fails to give all the support

-‘Whlch is desirable. This is because the leverage
18 deficient. In the vertebral column there is
found o long bony lever such as is at hand in
Making & mechanical application for fixing the
knee, There is, rather, a succession of irregular

"8 movable upon each other, which, from the

fature of the cage, impair the success of any

attempt to arrest motion or support the column
by pressure from behind forwards and counter-
pressure from before backwards, because the
pressure from before backwards will, a part of it
at least, be expended in bending backward portions
of the vertebral column above and below the pro-
jection. The force thus employed is, however, by
no means wasted, as it secures an ultimate improve-
ment in the shape of the trunk, which is often
characteristic of patients who have been thus
treated.

The apparatus needed is essentially simple, con-
sisting of two parallel uprights united below by a
pelvic band, and diverging at their upper ends at
the base of the neck, and curving over the tops of
the shoulders. Pressure from behind forwards is
made by two pads attached to the uprights at the
level of the projection and applied a short distance
from the median line on each side. Counter-
pressure from before backwards is made below by
a strap passing from one end of the pelvic band to
the other in front of the pelvis,and above by
straps, one on each side, passing from the upper
end of the upright through the axilla to be buckled
to the upright. The most important feature of a
brace constructed to carry out these views is the
use of mild steel for all the metal parts. The use
of this material puts in the hand of the surgeon
the power to modify the degree and direction of
pressure to the changing shape, and to meet the
increasing tolorance of the skin to pressure, The
re-action of the skin should receive special and
constant attention, and gentle and gradually
increasing pressure should be made till the limit
of comfortable tolerance is reached.

By patient attention to details, apparatus thus
designed may with certainty be made comfortable
and efficient. The diffused support furnished by
a jacket is often secured by the addition, to the
simple lever described above, of aprons and other
pieces which add to the feeling of stability and
security without interfering with the chief func-
tion of the apparatus which is to make antero-
posterior pressure. One hardly knows where to
begin and where to end in the consideration of the
details which demand attention in practice of this
kind. I will close by saying that cheapness and
cleanliness may be promoted by leaving the steel
parts of this brace unpolished, and covering them
with a s'ngle layer of adhesive plaster, and then



