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stands tho nowspapor. Many a houso throughout the United
States is barron of books, but somo “broad sfde " or.othor gon-
orally penctrates to oven tho romotest log-cabin. Daring tho
year an ional oxtract, of p blo character, from &
medical journal, may bo found in- tho paper taken,—glanced at,
howerer, only to bo forgotton; but week.aftor weelk thoro are
other things continually presented: which bear much melancholy
afterfruit, s wo shall sco boforo-wo closo this article. Loaving
out a fow’of tho leading city journals (anl only a very fow),
nearly the wholo of the remainder of tho public priats, moro
strietly mncoting the desigaation of news-papors, aro instruments
aiding in the porpetuation of every conceivable practico astago-
nistie to truo.hygicno, and vohicles through which the alrcady
provailing ignoranco in regard to.overything rolating to tho
application of physiological laws, is intonsificd and rendored
almost imponotrably donse. The very critique which serves us for
a textis sandwiched botween mondacious puffs of wandering
mountebacks who, as Magnotic Healors, Indian Horb Doctors,
Medical Clairvoyants, Analytical Physicians, and Heuling
Wediums devote their onergics to fleccing tho ignorant, and the
loathsomo announcements of abortionist ghouls, whouse murdor-
ous _proparations and appliances aro opunly hawked in the-bro.d
light of day, causiug thom to be so familiarly “ common,” as to
lead to their acceptanco as & matter of courso portion of tho
family sheet!  Less criminal only in degreo are-the thousand
and ono “patent” nostruw abomioations which crowd the
columns of almost overy papor, with thoir lyiog certificstes of
curc—not soldom accompaniod by the pressing recommendati:n
of “tho gentleman filling tho editoriul chair.” Often, these
vordors of so-called *proprictary romedios ' contrive to aug-
ment their sales by appending to their advertisoments extracts
from the United States Disponwatory, or other legitimate antho-
rity, speaking favorably, in certain conditions, of the carative
propertics of onc or uthor of the iugredionts of their compuunds,
and the vouchor of somo Analgtical Chemist altesting the harm-
lessness of thoir rublish is sometimesalso paraded to ovorcomo tho
seruples of the moro timid.  And not much more than what wo
bavo indicated, do Amorican roadors obtain from tho ordinary
Ameriean nowspaper—in the way of.a knowledge of “the com-
mon facts,” which a « British doctor " has-had-the hardihood to




