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corstantly orally examine the student is a rational and effective
method of teaching anatomy.

Another useless subject is medical jurisprudence; the interest
in it ends aftor the examination, and to the general practitioner
the knowledge thus gained is of no practical value. Few men are
called upon to give evidence in criminal cases, and when we are,
the knowledge acquired while at college is either useless, frag-
mentary or forgotten, and in ordsr to cut a respectable figure in
court, we frantically read up Tayicr and Reese. All knowledge is
useful, but that derived from medical jurisprudence is about as
practical to the general practitioncr as the geography of Timbuctoo
or the philosophy of Confucius.

The object of medical teaching is to turn out good practitioners.

Another subject which, a3 at present taught, is a weariness to
the flesh is Sanitary Science. Its pretensions are stupendous; it
is supposed to teach everything—land surveying, architeclare,
organic chemistry, agriculture, rlumbing, drainage and civil
engineering. The student is er:..med with this conglomerate
stuff which he must intelligently reproduce &t the annual exami-
nation. In sanitary scieuce we have a splendid exemplification of
the “cram ” system and the utter uselessness of the knowledge, the
very essence of smattering.

In order to show the uselessness of the hard work expended in
Sanitary Science, I will quote a few questions from the exami-
nation papers on this subject:

“1. What do you understand by the expressions °effective
population, ¢ dependent population,” and ‘ density of population.’

“2. Define the word ‘nuisence’ according to law. Show the
statutory provisions under which nuisances may be dealt with.

“3. What impurities of a deleterious character may be found in
bread.

“4. In the event of typhoid fever occurring in a family, what
~teps should be taken to ascertain that the »rater supply and sani-
tary fittings are in proper order ?” (I will answer this question for
the benefit of the association—* Send for the plumber.”)

The guestions I have quoted are well enough for the candidate
for the science diploma, but of no use to the general practitioner.

The burden of the medical student of to-day is very great.
More attendances at lectures are demanded, more subjects are being
wedged into the curriculum. That conglomerate heap labelled
“ materia medica” might be treated in a bag and baggage fashion.
It is impossible to encompass this large mass of dry technical
knowledge in the students’ course. Materia medica is a mere tax
to the m~mory—the acquisition largely of bare facts being n es-
sary, a1 . facts that are neither retained nor applied. Mr. Huxley’s
views, in &n address to the students of St. Mary's Hospital, are
appropriate. He says:

“X am quite prepared to admit, and indeed I he.ve always had
a strong corvietion, that ther is something absnlutely preposterous




