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good quality, as some of the most impure articles vere purchased
at the higiest prices.

The subject of the action of medicines is treated by the author
with nnch ability, but as lie docs not bring forward any nev views,
we shall not niake any extracts fromn tlis part of thie book, but
merely remark, that he appears to lean to the revived doctrines of
humoral pathology. The different modes of initroducing medicines
into the system are next described, aid followed by a brief exposi-
tion of the variodq circumstancces whîich inodify the action of
imedicines upon the frame.

On the classification of medicines, e cannot do better than
extract the first paragraph, as it contains sonie very judicious
rcmarks with which we lieartily concur.

"In every departnenît of knowledge, a general classification
of the various subjects embraccd in it is of the greatest utility. It
simplifies the science, and thus facilitates the acquisition of it. It
is, in fact, nothiing more thian a generalization of otherwise indivi-
dualand detached facts, by soine principle of commo n relation. Any
principle may be adopted as thle basis of a classification, and almost
every classification will be found to give rise to new combinations
and interesting analogies. It is not to be inferred, however, that
it is a matter Of indifferce wliat classification is adopted ; on tlie
contrary, not a little of the interest, as well as the chaiacter of the
scieuce may depend upon the selection wlhich may be made. The
principles vhich, it appears to me, onght to be chiefly lield in vicw
in the construction of a classification of the Materia Medica, arc the
following:-In the first plae, tie basis of it Shou1il(l not be tleories,
but well establishedfiicts. Unless it be so, it is evident that the
classification imust be fluctuatinig in its character, at the same time
that it mnay lead to serious practical errors. In the second place, as
the gre-it object of the science is the investigation of the effects of
medicinal substances ipon the humnian systemn with a view to the
cure of disease, such a classification should be preferred as is best
suited to the attainment of this object."

The anithor objects toa classificatioi founded on the botanical
relation between pits;" and in our juidgment correctly, becanse
there is no certain connection betveeii tle medicinial properties of
plants and their aflinities. Every candid inquirer nust admit, that
the notion of the qualities of any plant being kiown from the
natural order to which it belongs, is a fallacy, and a dangerous
fallacy, for, if acted upon, it could liardly fail of leading to mischief.
There is searcelv one of the natoral orders tlat does not contai
plants hiaving secretions of tlie most opposite claracters. It is a
mere evasioni of tlhe question to say that in many instances the
active inedicinal or poisonous principle is so dilited as to become
imert, for neithier by cheurmical analysis nor by experiment can tle
assertion be borne out.

413


