
350 11E' CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIST.

CORRES1>ON DENCE .

SIR,-I arn glad to note that Mr. HI. H. Lynian, in bis review of miy
paper on the Argytnids of Northi Anierica, sunîs up the matter SQ, Nell in
his last paragraph, wvherein lie states that "The whole paper shows that
nituch miore knowledge is nccded befÔre a satisfactory revision of the very
dificuit: North Anietican fornis cati be muade." That is just whiat the
anthor thoughit, anîd ivhy the paper uvas flot called, or thoughit to, be, a
Revision of the .genus A4ýgynnis.

Mihen first %vritten, it was to be read before the Chicago Entoinolog-
ical Society, to iîiy especial fricnds wvho ktnev of rny interest in the gentus,
and the paper %vas called "lA Conîtribution to the I3etter Knowledge of tle
genus Argynnis." 'l'le auithor does flot ivatt bis friends to think that lie
lias yet attemipted to coînpletely solve the Argynnis puzzle, anîd takes this
opportunity to say tlîat any satisfactory revision muist be acconîpaîîied
by plates in natuiral colours, slîowing hotu tie upper anîd mîider side of cadli
species, a wvork wliich cati only be accornplishied successfully at great
expenise of tinie and nîoney.

The atior is îîot a believer in the infallibility of those wvlo, nanue
species. His collection contains speciniens whiclî have been given three
différent: narnes by tlîree men supposed to know thie species of the genus
Argynnis, and speciniiens taken "'in coîtu " have beeîî called different:
sl)ecies by ivell-versed students of the genus. WVhat wvas stated as tlîe
polygarnous habits of tlîe nuenbers of tlîe genus ivas given as partial proof
of wliat the author believes to be a fact, thiat many so-called species are
varieties or hîybrids. He did flot, howvever, feel justified, witliout furthier
proof, in " relegating a inînber of iarnes to thie sylnonomy."

Refererîce ivas made to tlîe polygamous habits simply to make plain
the fact thuat soîne of the so-called species are freaks, tlîe result of
hybridisrn. Natuiralists, especially closet naturalists, wvlo do îîot consider
it uvorth Illeir trne to study speciniens alive, may reacli dogmatic con-
clusions wvhiclî are entirely satisfactory to thieniselves, yet wlîich are based
on study of a feiv poor speciniens, or even a single individual. The past
summiiier lias added to tlîe evidence for liybridisni. A correspondent in
the field wvrote rie "Collcctiîîg yesterday where Eurynonîe ivas rather
abutidant, ini two instances 1 found a maIe Eurynorne paying court to
femiales of a dark species double its size, or about sanie size as Aphrodite.
If it is usuial for E urynome to, forni attachments outside of the species, it
may account for several allied fornis." This writer is a live naturalist,
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