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fications, wvhichi are only specific. it is the kind, coustancy or.ailtowz/ of
thiese modifications wvhici nmust decide the class in our artificial divisions
of these naturai abjects. And hiere the tact of the specialist, of wliichi
Dr. \Villiston also speaks, cornes into play. WVithi regard to the criterion
for species, I hiave expressed niyseif already clearly in these pages, so far
as the Lepidoptera are concerned. For the student of butterfiies and
moths, the criterion for species must lie ini a kn-ioledgre of the whiole life
of tlic insect. If it breeds true to type, nowhiere encroaching upon thie
cycle of its neighibour, we must bestow a specific titie. TIhe insect is to-
day a species, whiatever its ancestry, wvhatever its p~robable future develop-
ment. llie fact, fromn our experience, niay be assuined withiout a know-
ledge of the larva and naturai history, but iiiiii this knowledge is aiso
added to our observations on the perfect insect, the specific titie is flot
firrniy or conclusiveiy founded. This is whiat I meant to say witii regard
to the forms of Caiiio;phia. Noiv iii separating the forrns of Dataila,
Nve had alcohiolic specirnens of tic larva and the personal observa-
tions of Mr. Angus ta fait back upon, for most of the species. And îlie
fact withi these motuis thiat in the eariest stages thec species are flot dis-
tinguishable on sigit, lias been so"by Mr. \Vxi. H. Edwards to be
truc w'ithi neariy reiated butterfiies, as for instance species 0f Colias.
While breeding lias revealed to us a nunîber of questions, sucli as
diniorplîisin, ivliichi we must take into coiisideration, I mîust stili renew
nîy protest against Zzn/ning upon grounlds drawn. froni the perfect insect
alone and upon iiîsuficieiît evidence. Tlie new facts lead us insensibly
to criticize species, ta coiiceive a prejudice against tlîeii, and tlîei to lunmp
wvitlîout sufficient evidence. And I repeat, that as Enîtomologists wc are
hiere to discrinîinate, ta separate, liot, t confound. Butterfiies wverc by
the ancient Hebrews classed anion- "-flying things." rïoi tiîis prinmitive
conception of thecir place ini aninîated nature, we have grraduaiiy corne
to-day inta aicarer definitions of blîcir reiationship.

hI the discussion of ail thiese questions there caxi be nîo ])rogress
without reasonableness. Tenîiiper and even position wili ulot ultiiateiy
decide thcse questions, ahougli the ianclîoly conclusion of Spinoza
is hiere not without its truth " unusquisque tantuin juris hiabet, quauîtui
potetîtia valet.'" Tlie appeai to tirne need not alwvays have to be nmade.
A great deal of wliat is wrong and one-sided iîeed not afihict us, as
Eittonîiologists. if we wouid offly take uîîatters cooily, or only grow wari
over the beauties of our mrasures.


