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but I can only find the subject mentioned twice, and
the assertiohs made conccrngc it contradict eaci other.
From the edifying stories told of his early persual of
the BibleI1 conclude that he liad iearnt to read when
very young, but that lie as neyer more than hall edu-
cated 18 certain. His writings are fuîl of errors in
grammar, and of clutnsy and ambigtuous expressions.
The reader cannot help feeling that the wri ter wvas flot
a nman of culture.

There is one story of Lancasler's childhood which
deservcs mention, because it shows that at an early age
lie had developed two of the qualities which character-
ized him througi life-enthusiasrn and imprudence.
When lie wvas fourteen lie came across C [arksons's
1-Essay on the Slave Trade," and this so impressed him
that lie determined 10 go out to Jamaica to teach the
blacks to read the Scripture. Witlîolit telling anyone
of his attention, alone, and ivitli only ahBible, a Pil-
grim's Progress, and a few shillings inlspocket lie
set out to walk to Bristol. Iaving reached tbis, lace
he wvas .received on board -a vessel about 10 sait for
America. 1He then wrote to lis parents, and sîeps were
taken to secuire his return home. Soon aller tuis lie
îurned Quaker. and thus fruslrated the intentions of
Ibis friends (who were Calvinisîs) that hie should study
for the ministry. During a part, or the wliole, of the
îîext four years-I cannot obtain any more definite
information-he was assistant master in a boarding
school. At the age of twenty, liowever, lie started a
scliool of lis own. lis father lent him a roorn in his
house. whule he himself made the necessary desks and
forms.' Thus a small house in a mean street in the
Borough i vs, in 1798, the birliplace of our national
system of edictition. [L would be interesting t0 have
fuîll details of the infancy of a chuld destined so soon to
grow vnmo a giant, but thie biograplers of Lancaster,
according to their habit of copions silence in the reng
places, do not vouclisafe 10 give -us any. The few facîs
on te subject 1 have been able to glean lay scattered as
i ncidentaI stalements in controversial worl<s on Lancas-
ter ; if the information I have 10 offer is both vague
and meagre, my readers must blame tle ignorance of
perspective of those people wlio undertook to write tle
nie of Lancaster-an ignorance wvhici puts in bold
outline and large proportions objects wviich should be
in lte background, wilie it gives objects which should
occupy a central position in lte picture a weak and
sketciîy outliine, and a deep shading. As lias been
already stated, Lancasler's first schoolroom ivas in
1Reit;-street. He soon liad the pleasure of seeiîg this
filied, and then so overcrowded that hie w'as cornpelled
to reinove lis scioul te a workshop. This in its turn
soon became 10e small, and forced to quit il for a. stili
larger roon-liîe only indication of wVhose localiîy I
('au fiuîd is thiat il as Il some distance from the palernal
liotise,." When luiis again became Loo small, lie school
mnade ils final move (as near.ly as 1 can make outt in
'1801) int a room bii expresslyfor lt-a room familiar
te thousands of t1he readers of HE SCHOOLIVASTER, that,
niamely, in Whichi liec Praictis;ing School of tie Borougli-
road Tralning Coiiv'ge was, li within a fewv months
ago. lietld.

Ili l),econming, a tearher, Lancaster .followed the lent
of Ili,golus, for hoe had )te leai'ty love for children
and tir' sympathetir, almost intuitive, knowledge o?
their nature vhichi mark the born teacher. He entered
int his work wvit1 lte large enîhusiasm wiici was s0
rharacterîstic of hiin; lie thought no labour tee liard
and ne sacrrflce Loo great in the service of lis pupils;
for them lie spn body, mirnd, and substance, and as
muci of the substanceofe other people as lie couid

1persuade them part witli. Oit half-liolidays lie used te
.take large parties of lis sciolars îlpon excursions around
fLondon. On Sundays lie used 10 have forty to sixty of
ithem t0 tea witi hlm, lie providing the tea, and L iey
-lringing Iheir own bread and butter. In Ine winler of
11799-1800 tliere was great scarciîy in London, and the
;. or suffered fearfu lIy. Lancaster, finding many ofht pupils sinking for want of food,) or absent for ivant

of cloth ing, appeaied t0 lie generosity of some friends
iwith suci suecess that lie ivas enalled 10 bced from
sixty le eighty tiltl etter limes arrived.. Hc educated
for noîlîing thoso chuldren whose parents were 1oo poor
10 pay lie fees. He furtiermore liad living witi him
(for lie seems 10 -have set up a bouse soon aller lie

commenced schooi-keeping) several orpliaus, 10 whom
lie thus slood in loco parentis in more titan lie legral
sense of the words. IL will be seen that Lancaster wvas
a man of rare unselfishncss ; it is a pity 10 have 10 add
tiat lie was also a man ef rare imprudence. Nature

>endowed hlm with a princely spirît ; lie forgot lthat
rfortune lad flot endowed hlm with a princely incomo.
But if lio lad been nothing more than a kind-hearted
sdlioolmaster lie -would, like the handrcds of other

fkind-hearted scioolmasters scattercd over lie country,
neveè lave been heard of outside lis own district. To
understand why lie occupied such a large share of
public, atteniont we must cousider tie condition iu
whicli lie fouind edLlcation and tic changes hie wroîugrhî

Liii il.
\Vc are not, at present. conceriued wili lie educaî* ionî

of lie chldren of the wvealthy ; it i%'iil, therefore, be
sufficient 10 say l that flav as carried on tlien, as1w
by private lu tors (generally good classical sciolars), or
by the great"I public schol. These schools are proud
of tle prestige conferred upon tcem by their antiquity,
and are hence very conservalive of their methods.
Tliey have, Iherefore, undergone litîle change. The
educational activity' of tic hast years lias, however,

icalled int existence a number of sciools sonnewhat
resembling tle old Il ppblic scitools," and tie windows
ofthese not being encrusted wvilh tie dust of ages, let
in'a littIe of the modern ligil.

Tic children of lie bourgeoiie nerally received a
litIle of wviat wvas calted educationu order litI hey
might be distinguisIed from lie 1' owver orders; 'l buttitis wvas giv'en Dy people wio knew 11111e and hardly
lau gît what they knew. The qualifications cf a teacher
wvere liat lie should. know lis letters, and should hiav-e
failed at everything ; t lihe should hiave a plate of
brass on lus door, and plenty of the saute metal in luis
face. If lie were asked le describe uis method of
instruction, lie would bc lu lhe condition of Caninin-*s
knife-grinder, wien askcd for lis story-

Story 1 God bless yoiî ! I liave none to tell, sir."
He greatly resembled Miss Rebecca Shar~p, %vho.-o hic-
0graplier says. Il Witli the yotuug people [ber puipils

......lier method iv'as preîty simple. She (lid 1101
pester Iheir young brains îvith tee much, learning, but,
on the contrary, let îiîem lave Ilieir own way iu edtic;,-
ting liemsclves; for iviat instruction is more effectuai
than self-instruction ? " When eue considers tie hollow
liumbug 0f many ofte Il Academies for Young Ladies "
aI lie present day, tiechcaracler of their predecessor
eighty years. ago, may be easiiy gulessed ; ini fart, lthe
malter resolves ilselfif m a proportion sun: Wliaî was
the value of tie education given lu certain schools il]
lthe eigiteenth ccnury, if ti e value of that given il,
similar schools iu the nincteenli le x (an tunknowil
quantiîy iudced, and eue whici, It is lo le feared, does
net always stop shtort of leing a negative) 9,
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