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hieve, that for a long tunc all our commerce wiil be transacted with Eng-
tand , because Fonglaud will be avle to seli better goods at a lower price
than auy naton withe world. It England, in spite of duties from 30 to
70 per cent, can yed compeie adviunageously in the American markets,
what wall she not do in onrg, wheie the dutics will be unifurm? I she
competes in the marhetsof France, Holland, Germany, Prusaia, and Rus-
sin, and all the arkets in the world. in spate of their high taritly, do you
not think that i such n market a8 ours she will meet them wath a ruinous
nivalry, amd suceeed then, as well as now, in monopehizing the supply by
the excellence of hier tabries, 2nd the low prices at whach they are sold.

Manv artcles will, notwithstanding, be bronght from abroad by the
Awmernicans,—such as tea fromy Cluna, the wines of Franee ,—~cotlee, sugar,
and other articles, the products of the sod rather than manufaceures,
‘T'lus will be our benefit i the reduction of the bifferenual duties, and [
repeat it, if we cannot get these articles by sea, we shall by land ; and
England, without gaunng one additiunal advantage, will only subject us
to ane more meonvenienee, aml give the States oue new advantage, to
her own detriment,

There can be but one opinion, as there ought to be but onc voice, in the
country to demand—

1t —=The Repeal of Maritime Restrictions.

d.—The Repeal of Imperial Duties.

3rd —Iult power to the Colomes to regrulate thewr Tanffs,

But every thing 1s not done, when we have desired these things ; every
thing 13 not done when we have sud so in private conversations, Itis
necessary to use more cflicacious and moje energetic means.  Lvery
parnish should have assemblies, shoull pass resvlutions, should name cou-
mitiees to draw up reports, based on the resoluuons, and accosupaed by
peutons signed by all e shabiants of the pan=h, i order that copies
may Ue sent without delay, to the Executive, the Caunrid, and the Liegis-
Jauve Asscubly, and the Linperial Government. “ Ask and it will be
given to you.”

{Here fullows an account of the principal restrictions imposed by the
Navigation Laws.}

It must be evident to every onc who reads these articles, that the on-
trance to the St. Lawrence is virtually closed to foretgn ships, It is the
repeal of these laws which 1t 18 our interest to effewt.  ‘The prosperity of
Canada will depend upon the measures of political economy wlich we
may adopt.  Lngland having carned out her great Corn Law reforms,
mvites us to watch over our own :nterests ; she herself rewaves from us
at one strohe the heaviest of our hindrances,—the differential duties,
Certainly we shall be grateful for it, although she could no longer rustly
lvad us wah them, any more than she can louger load our commerer vith
mantinie restrictions.

If Fugland has believed up to this time that Canadions did not under-
stand thar interests, she has certainly deccived herself.  We have not
deinanded the repeal of these Inndrances, so heavy and so narrow, be-
cause our voice has been 2o long suitled by louder elamonrs ; but now
that the whole country, en masse, from the extrenuty of Lake Supenor
to the entrance of the St. Lawrence, demand justice from Englund, we
wiil demnand also, what we have long ecnsudered as a right.

The Free Trade Assocation of Montreal deserves that the people
should attend to its demands and read s remarks.  This Assuciation
has given an ampetus to the connuercinl amd agncultural world ; and
thuugh T do not approve of ali 11s principles, I see with pleasure the pro-
gress that 41s opinons are making amonyg Canadians of all ongins.—
“ Adude-tui, lc ciel Catdera.”

G. B.

LACHINE RAILW.AY.

we are informed that it is the intention of the Directors of this
line of road to make the width of the rail 4 ft. 83 inches. In Fng-
land all the railways prior to the GreatWestern, had been Loid down
4 ft 83 in, apart.  Mr. Brunel. the engineer for that road, «\tended
the width to 7 feet; the Irish Railway Commission recommended
611, 2 in., while several of the Scottish Railways are laid down at
5 {t. 6 in.

We are not now about to dispute which width of rail is the best,
hut only to suggest the opriety, while it is yet time, of having, if
jossible, thronghout the main trunks in Canada, ¢ uniform width
of rail.  The irectors of the Portland Railway, both in this city
and in Portland; have, after much consideration, adopted a width of
ratlof 5 ft. 6 in., that width bring deemed the most advantageous
where heavy freight has to be carned. I, as is now pretty certain,
the Portland Rahioad does not tenainate on the other side of the
river, but is biousht into Montreal by means of a bridze acro.s the
St. Lawrence, the cffects of a non-unitormity of gauges would be
most injurions.  Thus it will often happen that large craft will
discharge at Lachine instead of coming down the Canaly and this
must frequentiy be the case in the fall of the year, when vessels can
arrive at Lachine ten or twelve days atter the Canal is found clused.
Now, how important is it aoty that sach treight, when putinto the
cars, should net again be removed until it reaches Portland ; ana
thic is what we waut io eftect  There s nothine in the cliarter fo
provent the Lackine Company from taking their cars over the
Purtland road 3 bt thi<,.of counre, they will not he able to do if the
width of rail with oneis 45t 8in. whilst itic 3 1t. 6 in, with the
other.  The inconvenicnces of such a deviation are too evident to
require much arciument, and shoutd he sufficient to induce the Di-
rectors of the Lachine tine to adapt the <ame width as the Portland.
In the one case, the gonds whea put into cars at Lache will ie-
main undisturbed Gl they reach the scaboardy whilst in the other

there must be, what under the circumstances would be a uscless,
vexations, and expensive removaly at the end of nine miles,

We throw out these hiuts that' the Directors of the Lachine line
may not hereafter have to reproach themselves with having imjo-
sed a tax and burthen on the public,

YREE TRADE IN QUEBEC,

It would seom from the following remarks, furnished by the
correspondent of a local paver, that the public mind is not,quite
indifferent, evea » Quoin |, 2 the great questions of the day, and
that althuugh e newspapers : nd Buasd of trade of it City
make *no sign,”’ a porttion of the mercantile community are
beginning to ¢ desire that the navigation of the St. Lawrence
should be conceded to all nations ** :—

Quenkec, September 16, 1816.

¢ In common with other of the good people of Canada, our
merchants talk about the repeal of the Navigation Laws.  Their
attention has been drawu to the subject, mare patticularly, by the
remnarks of the Moutreal Press and of the Qucgcc Gazctte.  Some
are iuclined fur repeal; others are oppused to it.  The older and
mu.e aristoeratic gentlemen belies e that this extension of the Free
Tiade principle caunot pussibly be productive of gowld ; they fear
that 1t will e ruinous to Butisl connexion—that it will be an in-
yustice to English aud Colonial shipowuers, and scarcely bene-
iteaal to use  The younger and less anstocratic, though equally
wentiemanly merchauts, desire that the navigation of the St. Law-
rence should be conceded to all nations, believing that the
opposition would 1nerease the trade of the Province, and so add
to the general prosperity.  Both British and American ship-wners
misht be ruined on the first trial of strength 3 but while l{wy suf-
feied, Canada would prosper.  Freights would be cheaper and
more voyages wouldl bie made i the course of a year dlau are
now made.  Competition with the Americans would make it es-
sentia] for our shipowners to intioduce a better class of vessels—
vessels which woulld sail faster, or at least as fast as the foreign
crafts, with whom they would have 1o compete.  Could a sailing
vessel navieate the Atlantic 1a the St. Lawrcnce on an average in
from 20 t0 30 days, a great saving in both time and mouey would
be the consequence, and then slupnners could aflurd to aceept
alower rate of freight than now from that veiy eivenmstance.
But, supposmg that they conld not do so, that they not only would
be brought to the briuk of ruin, but the toreignerstoo, by the com-
petion, then a pew clase of vessels would sprisg up—other ship-
owners would rise, or therr predecessors fall, and what the fist
conld not accomplih the sccond might,  We' frequently see this
accomplished in ordinary oppositions; but what is of more im-
portaiice, the repeal of these Taws would ereate and cement a
cunniexivn between Uus country and Great Britain—Great Britain
and the United Sutes—indeed between all whe speak our lane
guaze. A commerctal relationship would spring up between the
lost Colonics of Britain an.i the Parent State, which might reunite
them, for their interests Leing identical, their sympathies would
be so also, atid old England and Euglishor British America, States
and ally would by allied by cummodities, for they feeling their
mterest v, would support cach othier against the other nations of
the carth.  Sclf-government is not inconsistent with family rela-
tonslup. A famuly compact frequently and naturally exists after
the younger branches have grown up and govern themselves,
The Covid Goverminent of Seotland s different trom that of Eng-
Lwd, yet both agree and identify theirinterests. The continental
Sollvenn as a preof that conimercial interests may cement where
variance of rule might divide.”?

THE PETITION OF THE TORONTO BOARD OF TRADE,
MOST JIUMBLY SHEWELH,

1. Tlat by the provisions of the Navigation Laws of your Ma-
jesty’s kingdum, the camrying trade of the exports and imports of
Canada to and from Great Britain and Ireland, or any British pos-
session in Asia, Africa, or America, is confined to British ships; in
consequence of which redtriction, setions loss and inconvenience are
at present imposed npon the inhabitants of this Province.

2 Your Petitioners, having carefully considered the operation of
the said laws upon the commercial and agricnltural interests of
Canada, feel called on to state, that prior to the alterations in the
Corn-laws of yonr Majesty’s kingdom, effected in the last session
of Parliament, your Majesty's subjects 1esiding in Western Canada,
did not feel the disadvantages resulting to the Colony fron the mo-
nopoly of the carrying trade conferred on the owners of British ships
by the navigation laws, as it was found that the prices of their
agricuitusal exports generally equalled those which were observed
to obtain in the contiguous sections of the neighhouring states of
the republic of America, for the same products destined for shipment
to the British market through the Atlantic seaports of the said states,

‘our Petitioners cannot, however, conceal tram vour Majesty the
fact, that the protection senerally supposed to have heen enjoyed
by the agsicnlarists of Canada, in conscquence of the preference
given to their products in the markets of your Majesty’s kingdom,




