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seems applicable to this prescrnt tvil age %vhiile the RZing is in thle lIîavenis,
alnd froi thence, in the person of the Spirit, as Ris stubstituto, adinisiteri
thie kingdom. Diiiing titis agoe the shooet i3 let dlown front hoaven and .
gther:- %-f every kind, to bc drawn up agaliin at our Lord's second advent.

Asto tite contng age, it sceims to bo poctuliarly the ago of the son
,of Man, as the present age is pre-emninently the age of the Spvirit. Christ
lliiitself spoke, of the " Son Of iuan '' and Ils i ingydont" (Matt. 1.3 .[

41, 16 28); a marked change of ptiraiseologcy whichi cannot bo wvitiott
incaningr. He wviIl corne to rosunie and complote Ilis owni personal dis-
ponsation, ivhich iwas intcrruipted by lus ascension, Nvheîî lic gave place
to) the Spirit of God as His substitute.

Tuec poculiarities of this coming age are thiese :First of a]), Clîrist's por- 'i
sonal reign, whichi is so, frequently and plainly set forth iii Scripture that

eveni thte nost tortuous exegesis caitnot evade it. The kzingrdoîn wvill thon
bc il:îrked by visibitity ; it )Vill be not clective, but collective, cotaprelln-
sive, extenisive, and advance toward ;îniversal dominion. Mion ail tite
sltecp slial be gatherod into, one flock tînder the one shephierd. Then "lail1
lsracl shlal be saved "one " nation"~ at least is to bc " born at once"
(paarn, at a beat, Or stop?), the only nation of w'Iose cowersion the Bible rj

spasas of a totality. The collective and univcrsal featture %vill (loubtleSs
tllon, lS as prominont as the clective, and individiial is liow ; organization
wvi1l doubtless ho conspictions and world*wide, a compact governuteut of
wlîichi Jortisalema was in its best estate buit a type (Ps. 122 : 3).

Titis comuing age is to ho the age of con quest. In the proent age the *
policy is persuasive, not coorcive ; it is the period of wvitness, not ivar ; of
thoe Word, neot the sword. Tlie Rword belongs itot to the Churcli but to
tiie k-iigdloii. iit thon thore, are te be, both at thec begiiîîgii( and cnd,1
miars of ccnlqlust, and juidgmients more or less destructive. Satali's dlontii-

1011 Lq to ho destroycd, land lie Iiinusoîf, bound at firs3t, is to bc burnoed at
hast. And the saints, bound noîv, are to ho unbouncl thoen; the first resur-
rection froin ainong the dead wilI lot leose the bodies of Ilthoîn tliat sleep"
froin the bonds of doatît and the bars of the grave, and they, with the living,

saints. caughit up to iacet thec corning King, wvill bc associateci withliMi in
power and glory. Tien shial we undcrstand the full sigîunifica-nce of those
teln inysterious words whichi mark the swveep of that grand circle of thue coin-
ingr aire-retiirn, revelation, refresliingy, restituiffon, restoration, regeneration,
resurrection, reception, rcecompense, reoemptioii.t Thtis comng age is also
thie aire of compicltio7z, whlien ail tlîings are te "l]îead tip "into Christ, Wvho is M
cap-$toile, as NVell as corner-stone, to tlie timie-Nvorlds. s~

Tiiere is <ait mige yet beyond even titis comng ige, wlhion tirne shiah bc
noe longrer-an eternal ago, boetter dcscribed by the word atôto; tlîau
atwi)o,-. Thjis scxus to hie distiuctively the period of the «'Fatltr's king-
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