
aIssumptions of the Oriental priesthood. This was, and iistill, an eie-
mecnt of weakness to Chiristianity and of strength to Islam. It reduces

t~ piritual energy and convincing power of Christianity to a mini-
mumi. -,.ad gives to Islam a vigor and assurance and a direct hold upon
t-he religious nature whicli it could not have, had iu the presence of a
puirer formn of Ohiristianity. Oould Islam ha-'e suibdued a Christianlity
filed withl the spiritual power of the Ileformation ? Could it gain its
hiistorie victories over the form, of Ohiristianity found in our American
chlurchles? Most assuredly notr! Thiepower of alivinig Christ is more
thlan a match for Islam in any age of the world and amolng ainy cIas
of people. There iS no0 hope that the Moslem wvill ever be couverted
to Christianity as we see At lu the Greek and Pa-pal chiurches of the
O)rient. There is an ever brighitening hiope that a purer and more
spirit-ual formn of Ohristianity may carry conviction. We are, sure, iu
fact, that God ivill, neyer use any other agency thau the gospel in its
pu-rity as an instrument for the conversion of the Moslem, world. It
is wvitlî thîs conviction that Protestant missions in the Oriént hiave been
laboring ever since their entrance, into the field to, establish a pure
Christianity in the East, that a regeuerated Cliristiauity miay be ready
to carry conviction to hearts ]îithierto shut and barred against the en-
trance of the truth. It will be au immense gain to Christianity as a re-
ligion, in the eyes of the Moslem, ilot to be encumibered with the odium,
of image aud picture worship, as ive sc l in the Oriexitai. churches. It is
at present a part of -. Moslem's religion to daspise ever j formi of Chris-
tianity )vith ivhich lie lias come ln contact. It is on' y as lie becomes,
familiar with Protestant forms of worship aud thought and life that
hie begtins to realize that thiere is not necessarily au ictolatrous elemeut
and a hurn priesthood associated witli it.

IV. Islam hias ail the advantage which there is iu tbe 72magnetic
power of personcJ leaêlership. Ohristianity lias Christ, Islam lias
Molhammed. Sucli a comparison may startle and haîf offeud Christian
sensibilities, but it may be unwelcome to the Moslem, for a reason pre-
cisely opposite. Mohiammed is regarded as aul inspired man and a
divinely sent prophet and the supreme, historical personality in the
religion hoe founded. There is a magnetie charm, about the prophet of
Islam which tlirills the whole Moslem world. Thley believe in hlm.
and are ready at arty sacrifice to uphold the honor of his, namne.
Would that the nominal Christian world-we, do not refer here, to the
muner circle of Christ's loving followers-were as visibly and unrese;rv-
edly loyal to the honor and dignity of Christs naine as Islam is to that
of lier prophet. Imagine the city of New York thrown into a state, of
daugerous excitement because some one down at the flattery liad
cursed the namne of .Tesus Christ. Iu any Eastern city wliere, Moslems
reside the improper or contemptuous use of the namne of Mohammed
in pulblic)would produce au uproar aud possibly lead to violence and
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