
TUE STAUil-WOISIlIiEIlS o1P 'lNESOPoT.,tMuIA. tco

pigeon, hie strains its ncck over thein in sucli a -way that four smail drops
fail on each to form a cross. Amid the continued reading of the liturgy
the cakes are carried arouind to the worshipers hy the priests, who tlîem-
selves pop thein directly into tfli outiîs of the inembers Nvitl flic words,
'Mfarked bc thon with the mark of the Living One.' The four dcacons
inside flic giskl&na wvalk round to thc rear of the altar and dig aý littie
hole in which the body of the dcad pigeon is then buiried."

What a Inosaie of ceremionies!1 No wvonder that Professor Kessier
cails Mandoeismn a most striking example of religions syncretism. Juda-
ism, Islam, and Christiaîuity engyraftcdl on oue old Chaldean trunk.
Gnosticisin, star-Nworshiip, baptisins, love-feast, sacrifice, and Oriuitho.
niancy in one confusion. And yct tiiere is a mcthod in it, and a systemn of
dogma lies beliind the mysteries of their cit. Sabeanism is a boolc-rcliqioli.

Among the large collection of their saered wvritings the Sidra 1?abba,
or Great Book, holds the flrst place. It contains over five hundred large
quarto pages of text, divided into two parts, a 1'riglit" and a "Ilefthiand"
testament. Froru this mass of diffuse and obscure m-aterial one can dig
out thc elemnents of a systern of cosxnogony, and cil this is based ail their
ritual and ceremoay.

First of ail thingys w'as Pera 1?abboe, the great abyss. Wt l
"Shining Ether" and thc " Spirit of Glory" (Mlana Rabba) form a primnai

triad. Fromn the last, named, who is the king of light, emanates Yardenla
Jabba, the.great Jordan. Àlfana Rabba called juite being flic first of the
oeons, Primai Life, Ilayye kadcma. le is rcally the chief god of flic
Sabeans, and ce'ery one of tlîcir prayers begins by iinvoking bina. Fro)n
hlmn proceed secondary emnanations, Yushanuim, " Jehovali of ieaven,>"
and Manda Hayyc, "'messenger of life" (the mediator of their systern and
whience thecir naine). Yutskamim was punishied for attenipting to raise
himsei1f above Primai Liglît, and new ruies the world cf inferior lighlt.
Manda stili rests ii flic bosomn of Primai Lighit, and hiad -a series of incar-
nations, begiinning withi AI-el (1Zilil) and Sethî, and ending wYithi Johin the
Baptist!1 Beside ail these there is yet a tiîird life, cailed 'Atil-a, the
dcmiurge, iwho crcated the bodies of Adamn Und Eve, but couid not niakec
thein stand uprighlt.

The uindervorid lias its score cf rier%-Zaray, Zartanay, Jfag, Ma(q,
Gaf, Gafan, Anatan, and Kin, withliclis and vestibules in pienteouis cur-
fusion. .Iibil descends here and obtains victories for .3fanda, and compels
them te divulge the hidden nanie cf darknes. Frorn flic fourth veýstibutle
hoe carnies away tlîe femalo dcvii Ruka, dangliter cf Kin. This 1?ulta,
Nessler affirais, is rca-lly an anti-Chnistian parody cf the Iloly Spirit. lly
lier own son, Ur, Ruha beconies mother cf t:nc planets and signs cf the
zodiac. These are the source cf all evil in tlie wvor1d, and control thie sins
cf mankind. But the sky itself is an ocean cf water, pure and ecar, the
abode cf Liglit. The central sun is the Polar Star, with jcwcled crown
standing before the door cf Abathur.
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