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1857. ?escarches in Chaldoea cind Susiana. 53 1.

%vas built fi-am its materiaî!s. « * * The iloods of the Eupbî'ates and thie raitîs of'
winter too have excrciscl tlieir share iii buryiîîg and disintegrating the niateriais.
AUl tihese agencies at work have eoîiibincd to rendeu Babylon a byeword and a re-
pr'oneh among;ý nations."

Ncar the ruis ýof Babyloii wvks a rimarkabic niotund known by the naine
of Birs Neini'oud, in regard te fthe origiîî of whicli there hiad been several
Col)jcctures, sotte rgdi has the remiains of the Tower of Babel. Rie.
cent diseoveries aniong, its rubb!i'.11], tihe inscriptions dûciplîcî'ed by Col.
iiawlilisoll, show that it i'asi a temple erected to the lhea-vetily bodies, thiat it
wa1s retstoi'ed anîd eûiffletcd by INebuclîadnez7ar, tliou<gh its original foundiat-
tion ivas laid uinder Tig-lt ]?ileser, 1100 B. C. Mr Lofatis hiere- rernaî'ks,

ŽNebucliidilez a a a great builder and restorer. H-is records are dIisco-
Vered. wl eveî'y part of Babylonlia. and <iboiiid iii the jînlnediate vicinlity cf

Babvloa-orrobr tot the t'ietextenit of the %vords of Scî'iptutre, ; k
liot this great Babyloea tiîat 1 hiave builtP " 'Mr Luftus cadds furtlier

"The vieiv froin the sunnniit of' the i3irs Ncnîroud is verY extensive, and its utter
desolation lias been the theie of frequent observation. No onie tan stand there

indc survey the scene arounld ivithouit being struck with the literai fuifilment of
Isaiali's prophecy. ,I will nlake àl a p)oss:essiont for the bittern, and pools of ira-
ter; and 1 ivill sweep ht witlu the besoin of destruction saiith the Lord of IIosts.'-
Spreading out like a vast sea uipon the North, and WeTst is a miarsl, -%vhiehi ail the
labors of the aneient and modern rulers or' the kin.doin have neyer beeti able to
suhditc. In certain seasons, ilhe wvaters or' the Euphi aies risc above thieir ordinary
level, anid tloodi the wh'lole surt'ace of the loir lands of Ch caa ouîfiringv. every
word eof the pr-ophiet."

Dite soth fr'on this stands the tomib of Ezekiel so calIed. Of cours:e the
original temb erectcd over the prepliet's remains lias long since been de-
stroyed, but 3u' L. secs rio, rensen to douht that the present occupies the
saine position. Its exainination -shlowed noting< of particular interest.

Many of' our readers are wwai'e thiat the bricks and othier anicut reluains
fourni iii Babylonia ar-e covcred wvit1î inscriptions, in îvliat, is called thie cu-
neiforin ou we~-hu character. '1'liese arc se called on acceunit of thec
letters bingi generally formad of viriotis cenibinations of al figure shapcd.
like a wed-e. Tme-se have been dcciplivred pî'iicipially throughi the perse-
vcrlituce or' Col.. liawlinson, and his rea(liiigs hiave dtî'w muc Ituoî
ancient hi-ztory. A ing other thingzs, tlicy afferd au intcrestimig confirmation*
of the. Vieîv of Scripturc regairding the early setteenjt of this portion of the
'woi'id.

lThe reeat researclies," says Mr L., "Irade in thie interpretation of tlhe, prinii-
tive ciineifoîni insvriptioiîs liave, led to the not incoiisistcnt belief, tlîat iii the carier
ag«es previous ho the hiistoric period (whlieli conmced 1 ith tue epire of Nimirod)
thîe regiosi on ilie North of thie IPcrsian Gulf ivas pmobably iihlabited by a Seniitie
race, whii %viîs g2railually dispossesscd by a peiverfui stmeain of invasioni or coloiiiz-
tion froin the Soui. The 1-linitie or Scythuie elenient, whichi prevails in thue most
auuient, cusnciForni records thromgout Babylonia arnd Suisiana, points to Etliiopir- as
the mnother voiln:my of' the niir% settlers. Thiey appear te have crossed the, lRed 'Jet,
anid the peiiisla eof .ku'bia, iea-ving traces of their migration along the shores of
thle 1>t'rsýizii Cxult'. li the languinge or' the, i115cmiptions, tlîey aie called 1 Akk;%dimn'
-a maaie pmescrved iii one et tlieir cities, the Acead eof Geiicsis*.-and thei fimst
scttleiînts are encluded ho have been 17-reclh andi Ur, the umedertu sit2s cf. wlîiell are
repiescmited by the moins et' Varki alidMiee.

.i[u' L. aiseo quotes 1-Icrodottus and1-ome a refeinî'g ho the Cusluites both
il, thue East ani( WXest. WC uueed net say hioî cIosely thlis agrees w'itlh Scrip-

't Ch. x. 10.


