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d: ternoned, ¢ whether edical practitioners ehall teach by ex-
ample.  No donst we could easily understand it as a vory (mir
nnd feasible questiun, 1t were w the cHect—whetker medical
men should teneh thair patiends by examplo ; as, for inatance, by
ulpng the salta or the amsafetida 1n thetr prevence; or by hold
;g furth on their pectordl or sealp regon the .‘gpmmh fly m
Such & queston the medieal frculty ml'uhl
Bl
na to the question, whether medieal men ahall jollow out therr
¢ evictong, and that which they lay duwn preceptively as con
during to samitary wellbemng, exhubit practically in a conmstent
exrmple, wa suppose to he begond the reach of doubt or hemta-
tan, Whatever s taught as duty, ought o bo oxinbuted i aci
o dnty , and no more License 18 granted, in this respect, to the
mun of pils and plasters, than e granted to him who assumes the
yhair of morat phitosophy.  If medieal practiioners, as such, ser
the gull whither the aleoholic deluge s dnfing us, and do not
teach by cxample a3 well ss by precept the obvious way of

burning operation

. eneape, can it bo attnbated to anything short of moral cowerdice

[P

~tegard to personal ur social convenience.

o amd the conventionalities of society ?

But this w not all. Chnetian miorals, it appesrs, under eeririn
aspcets, are maticra of taste.  These journalate make no preten-
wiom {0 xeli.morufication 1n any way.  The gemal, eheerful view
of chimtian morals s more to they taste. We had thought,
indved, that tho great principles of daty so far at lcaet an th
Distan faith s concerned, wero clear, definite, and imperishahle.
* W hatsoever ye wouid that men should do to you, do ye like
wise Lo thew” ¢ To him thet knowoth to do guod and deeth w
not, to i st is 8in.’  ‘Those, we supposed, wero the assertion of
chistian prnciples, whose admission or rejection was  never
unag:ned fur a smoment to be a matter of inste with any human
ereature.  In what kind of coat the principles were 1o be applied,
Lrawn, black, o1 grey; in what kind of habitation, brick, woud,
or iron; under what kind of sky, Icelandie, Germame, or indian,
—nught slt be regulated more or leas by the laws of taste, orn
But how (he necceaity

ot beig maral in act as well a8 in precept, should ever bo left for

a sihgle moment to the caprice of taste, as seen in the diversified
custems snnd fashions from Greenland to Japan, i, :n vuor appre.
hension of the distinction betweon elhice and msihetics, utierly
inexphicable. 1 to be a cheerful christian ie more 10 their hking,
why,that may at once bo conceded. But if cheerfulness or'geniality
has to do with the umon or dwunmon of precept and examplo,

. and conscquently that such & union or disgnion is a matter of

nere taste, we must proizat, in the name of every morabst that
has ever ived—pagan or christian—against such licentivumness
within the terntory of what ought or ought not to be.  Duty hee
with conscwence and right ; teste, with the ever.varying aapccts

o the beautifu!l in nature and in art,

But why should westand aghast at this medico-morl melange ?

© They piead guilty (o the taking of wine—* wiilst cven, perhaps,

not abwolutely or altogether harmlene o conld understand a
bwold ~dventure on social enjoyment wi1th as bold a defence of it
innocuous character.  Ws evuld appreciate the wine.bibber's

" appral to all agee. and lna choekling refercner to ite ancient

{aner of pladden'ng the heart of man.  We could appreciate lns
positem when he shut his eyes un the drugged snd brandied
wines uf the present day, and on the gigantic ewida that have
tlowed and duv stili Bow from the use of intoxicating ligrors.  But
haw be slouid sdveutars the avowal that he decs it not altogether
harmlessiy, how he shoulu, with unblishing brow, admit that he
docx it * even prrhaps,’ 1o his own or b neighbor's injory, 18 not
a hitde eonfoundiag. "There 18 medical Lght, and s that an

i assumed acquamtance with chrstan morals; how then ean hic

drenk 10 lus herin, end aither ne 2 medicat phidosupher, or a Chriee

¢ tinn morshist, stand well in the judgment of ins own cunscious.

Conweas?

If he suspectn tire ¢ harm, physically inflicted, te any ap.

- pieciable extent, m e own being, huw can he e regarded as

honorahly ltege to the medieal professin 7 Is such procedure in
“aimony wilh the laws of that divine art which would lead
homanity ont of diesse into ths enjoyment of asinterrupted
Liealth I Or, :f lie suspects thet the harm » miorally inflicted, can
any excuse be iound within the regiona of etlucal weli-beiny for
the conscious violalion of the diotates of eternal nght ? “Fhun easy.
shiphod, degrpel mode of dealing with the injansws cffect of
wine, beacemcth txelf il on the part of the conductors of our
mrdieal Iiterature.  That of which they are accustomed to prate
-—the dignity of the profesmon —is 1memeasurebly lowered by thia

anti-hygeame guiping of the Younties of Bacchue—the vinons,
ant:-ethical avowal of drinking, * even perhaps’ ts their harm.

1ot medical men Joarn that evarything 10 their prafession, o
#ell an everything within the depariment of 1A grneral question
of wmoecals, domands that precept and exnmple siould ever be
romhmed, and that ne more humibiating spectacle 1n ever pres
scuted than that of scientifie hight umited to moral blyndness. [y
them cast aside costin ae their acientific intelhigence demands,
and moral enurage wiil enable thein to sacnifica the sacml enjay
ment, f at any time 1t threatens 1o mfliet physical or ethical
harus—Scoitiah Temperance Remeic.

The Xedical Profession.
(To the Editor of the Ncottish Temperunce Review )
Cork, 15th August, 1851,

S, ~1 am ro much impreseed, at the present moment, with o
deep senre of the importanee of stirning up the minda of the mem.
hers of the medical prot ssion to the investigation of the phyvsical
grounds upon which the doctrines of total alwhinence are Lased,
that I hesiute not to address to them, throngh  your columns, a
few remarks upon the subject. 1 wish that U wero abileto do
justice tis this ton Joug neglected but noble thewme—that T covid
infuso to the minds of thos: wham T maie particularly seck to
influence, a spint ol ardent zealn inguinng nto the cluims of
there much abused and unpopular doctrines ; and, especially,
that T could persunde them to reabize the vamt amount of good
which they nmught be made the nonored instruments of accom-
phalung, if, after pniustaking scrntiny, they shouid be eonvinced
that the censurcs wiieh hase been so lavishly expended upon
teetotalian, nre unjust, and that its foundation 1 lawd upon a rock
whech cannot be moved.

I caanat, I will not behieve, that there i anyvthing in the cha-
racter or tcndencics of mund of this profesion to uniit them
for undertaking this investigation in a nght apinit, or for eondact.
g i1t to & happy consununaticn.  Already, indeed, the field has
not caly heen entered upon, but successfully cultivated, by one
who holde a most distinguished rank amongat BEuropean phyw-
cmmns.  Dr. Carpenter has achieved a splendid victory, by a
profound induction of physiolegical and pathological facts, n con.
firmation of the soundness of the views of those who have iden.
ufied themselves with the total abstincnice movement ; nnd one
grand ubjeet T have in view in this conmmunication will be
anawered, if [ can only succeed 1 indueing many of the pro.
femsion, nf every grade, *to read, wmark, lcarn, and inwardly
digest’ thia cminent phymolomist’s masterly ingniry mto the sab.
ject.  Bot some one will be ready to exclaim, Not so fas  Have
you forgotten that a med:cal testimonial has bern widely circa-
lated, bearing the signatures of many huadreds of the facalty,
declaring 1heir convictiom, among other things, ‘that a large
portivn of human musery, meluding poverty, discase, and crime,
is indueed hy the use of slcoholic, or fermented liquors, a8 bave-
rages—that the mnst perfect health is compatible with total ab-
sti enee from all sueh intoxicating beverages, whether in the form
of ardent spiris, or #s wine, heer, ale, porter, eider, ete.. and that
total and universal abstinence frum alcoholic liquors would greal-
ly contribute tn the health, the prosperity, the morslity, sad
heppincas of the human race ™ No. T am aware of the existence
of such & document, and regard it as a valuable confession of
fuith, which, viewed ubstractly, earrics waght with 2, But
augiit to be borne in wind that thero is a wide differance between
speculative and practical belief; and hence, with increasing car-
nestness, I entreat tho whole body uof the profession not only ‘ o
read,’ but * 16 wrk, learn, and inwardly digest’ Dr. Carpenter’s
ndnusable tremtise.  For aithough not & few may have read i,
and a few mav even have marked and learnesd it, yet I fear the
number har been comparatively small who have not only read,
bot marked snd learned, and not only marked aud loerned, but
inwardly digested . I would therefore cntreat all who have nct
denwved full benefit from it, 1o 7o-peruees 1t with  fixed altentios,
and scii apphicaton, and 1 trust that ita facts and ufluences will
make a decp iodgement nat only in their memenes, but therr
tieasts, so that many of them may come vut and boldly avew their
principlen in the face of the world, and pruve themaclves to be
‘not forgetful hearers, but doers of the word,” and thus may
hope * tu be bicssed in theiwr deed.” It has boen oflen and justly
remarked that example 1a far more powerfol than prucept, and "




