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earth’s history has been sought and. found. Lower
than these are laid the vast deposits of former vege-
tables, coa! retaining the impression ol palme and
ferns, which show that even at those depths there
was once dry land, although no bones of guadraped-
are found theie; whidst lower sult the nawrahs
traces the first furms of exisience, the crusiaceons
animals, zoophyles, and mulluscq, of a world yet
almost inert and hleless. . . Jtis impossible to con-
ceive any grander legitmate sub,cct for the wvesiga-
tion of man than tius, which has lard open the is-
tory of the carth atmost fron the moment whea it
was called into existence by the fiat of the Creator. .
The strata called prinuve, on whieh all the others
repose, containing nu remains of hfe, teach nus by
that circumstance that life has not always existed on
our planet, and that there was a time when physieal
force alone acted on the land and on the sea, in wlach
all the wonders ofurganization were subsequently de-
veloped. All organized substances were not ereated at
the same time: vegetables seem to have preceded
animals; molluscous auimals and fishesappeared be-
fore reptiles; and reptiles before the mammahia The
species which tormed the aucient animal population
have teen destroyed and replaced by others, and the
present enimal populaticn is perhaps the fomih series.
And itis on less interesting than imporiant to remark
how strictly these geological discoveries arree with
the Mosaie record of creation. That record distinetly
intimates the great antiquity of the earth, in a state of
darkness and desolauon, compared to the age of man;
and amongst all the fussi] remams of the anvient
strata, not the slightest vestige of man or his works
appears. Either man did nut exist hefore several of
the revolutions of the globe, or his bones lic yet un-
buried at the bolton of the present seas; vet that he
existed before the last great catastrophe of the deluge,
we know from the universal traditions handed down
concerning it in cvery part of the garth, as well as
from theoldest record possessed by man  This record,
Cuvier observes, bears date about 3300 years before
our own time, and itplaces the deluge 2000 years be-
fore its own date, or 3400 years since. Notradition
affords man a greater antiquity than that to whichour
antidiluvian records lay claim; and it is only after
the time of that great event that we find men collect-
ing into societies, and the arts and sciences s?ringmg
up. Every where, and however interrogated, nature
speaks the very same language, and tells us hy nata-
ral traditions, by man’s actal state, by s inedlec-
tual developement, and by all the testinany of het
works, that the present state of things did no. com-
mence ata remote period.  If there be any unng de-
termined in geology, it isihatibe sutface of the glube
was subjected to a great and sudden revolution, not
longer ago than 5000 or 60UD years; that by this cat-
astrophe was causcd the disappearance ol countries
formerly the abode ofman and of animals now kaown
to us; that the bottom of the sea of that time was lett
dry, and upon it were formed the countries now in-
habited; and that since that epech, the few of we
human race who were spared have spread temselves
over the world, and formed societies; that the coun-
tries now inhabued, and which that great catastrophe
left dry, had been at some former peniod whabied,
the abode at least of land animals, which were de-
stroyed by some previous deluge; and that ey had
eved suffered two orthrce such visitations, winch de
stroyed as many ordersof animals.—Chambe s's Ed-
inbwrgh Journal.
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Caemicar axp Opricar Discovery.—Certain chem-
ical substances, such as chlorate of silver, have the
property of changing their colour by the mere con-
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tact of light. By a combination of this nature )
Daguerre has succeeded in fixing upon paper pre
pared with it, the rays that are directed on the taby
uf the camera obscura, and rendering the optie.
tableau permanent.  ‘The exact representation .,
whatever objects this instrument is directed to, is,
every body 1s aware, throuwn down with vivid coluug
upon the white prepared 10 receive them, and ny
tdys of hight that are thus reflected, have the powe
ot aciing 1n the way above alluded to, on chlorate o,
silver, ur certam preparations ot it.  In this manne:
an exact represeatation of hight and shade of whe
ever object may be wished to be viewed, is cbtaiue,
with all the suftness of a fine aguatint engravi;
By the help of a magmiying glass, we sec
minatest folds of drap-ry, the Tines of a landscap-
visible to the nalted eye.  In the mass of buitdne
accesseries of all kinds, iinpercepiible accidents, .
which the view of Paris from the Pont des Art, .
composed, we distingwmish the smallest details,
count the stunes of the pavement, we sce the moisiup
prodnced by ramn, we read the sign ofa shop. Ever
thread of the lummmous tissue has passed from the i
ject to the surlace retaining it. The impression ¢
the image takes place with greater or less rapidu
according tothe intensity of the light; it is produce,
quicker at noon than in the morning or evening, in:
sumaer than ina wanter sun. M. Daguerre has hithe
mnade i experiments only in Paris; and m the mw.
favorable ctrewmstances they have always beeniv.
sluw to obtain complete resuits, except onstiltor . %
animate nature. xlolion escapes him, or leaves gy
vague and unceriam traces.—4Parts Constitulional,
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Fentowsmip witit Gon—Who has not  felt tw
heart cularged, and his faith sirengthened, and by
spintual atlectivns ripened, by that communion wi
brethren 1 the Lord with which he bag at times bees
tavored.  Has s intercourse with Christian friend
not been at tunes to nm like oases inthe desert—as e
sonnd of gushing waters in the sterile and howlug
wildernesst And as they satand communed together
talking of thewr common God, and fortifying ose
another in the faub, or kneeling together in socid
praycr, has he not felt that it was a blessed thing tole
a Christian, andthatthe disciple of Jesus has enjo
ments with which a stranger doth no: intermeddle ?

Ob! why is it not now with us, as itonce was
the Apostles’ day, when the multitude ot them tha
believed were of one heart and of one soul, and gres |
arace was upon them all,—or, as in those succeeding 7
days of primitive Christianity, when the Pagan re
viler, astelowered on the Jatle band, was consiraw
ed toexclaim, How these Christiaus love one another ~
We read of such fellowship ot heart—why may vt
aot realize it? Ju may be encountered, ¥ am old, 1% 54
some of those dells of Switzetland, or the Vaudows i 38
where luxury and pride have not contaminated ik
virgin heart, and persecution without the lold, he
cemented union within it.  And venly when 1 haveks
read of these things, I have panted alter such a greet§
and blessed spot, and deemed that 1 should be glad i g5
share the mountaineer’s hardships and privauons, i
1 might partake his spirit. And then I have aske




