
THE RIGItOOU5 IDIFF911ENCE 0F CANADA AND ITS ]POLITICAL EFFECTS.

timent,bothan palitical andrTeligiouissubjects, wiichî
if flot kept in chîeck by cliristian ciîarity, may
produce very ruinons consequences. WVe thîink
tiîis feature in our pîrovincial cliaracter slîoîld a-
,wakeîî thie most anxiaus solicitude, and should lcad
tsli wiio fear God anau love tiîeir adopteci couîntry
ta embrace the most efliectmal rnctlods or difftising
aiong the people a spirit of "ctruth iînitvand cou-
cord."1 Aîd ive speak on tlîe high authority ef
God's word wlîen wc afllrmthLattlîere is net aotlierin-
etrumecntnîorepowverfui for efeting tlîisunnnimity
thaîî tlîatgospel,touching whicliîso many arc iudifrer-
relit. Weappeal to you, wvhom WC niow address-
claiming as ive do the allianice of birth with differenit
cauuîtries, whether dictre be not a kindly uniting
princil)le iîî tlîe religion wve proiess ; wiîether, ai-
ter reverently worshîipping God in his temple WCe
have net iekt iîîspired with kindred sentiments
and wlîethîer wlîenivwe sat down at the Lords table,
comrnemorating the redemptian af the wvorld-we
dia flot feel tlîat wve wvere one in Christ Jestis, lias-
teningt te lie wliere lie is that Wve îîay bclîold lus
glory. And we nt least from an exîîerimental
I<nowied ge,may assert thiat peace and unionl follews
in the train of pure and tindeflled religion. In
defiaîice of the seetarian contenution with vl ici WvC
are surrounded WC shall indulge the pleasing an-
ticipatiîil, tlîat it slîall yet blond us as a people in-
te one lîarmonioni; farnilly, niking lis kindly ai-
fectioned eue tewards axiotlier in brathîcrly lave.
And Wheou tlîat period shal )lave arriveci we shall
îlot have te deplore, as now wvc do, thuat our legis-
lators, contrary te the practice of christian state,
transaet the business of tlicir country-business
i-weolving its entire wvel-ing-%%vithout invoking
the direction and blessingr of the God of nations,
because they caunaot agree wvlat minister of
Christ shall conduet thîeir devetions before Goa.

Moen that periodsliall haive arrived it will bc deem-
cd of as muelu importance te the couintry's welritre,
that tlîe remete and selitary settler in the Wvoods,
famishingr for the brend of lueé, shiail bc suppliedl
withi thiis blessing, as that canals and ruads and
bridges should be constructcd. Anda then ive
shall have ne reasen te deplere before Goa as a
national characteristie, an indiffereuice 'tvlich places
-celigion-man's best comfort in tiine,nnd oniy pre-~
paratian for eternity-in thc neanest tank in the
catalogue of a natien's wants.

Another ground on wlîiclî we hiazard the asser-
tien that rehigriaus indifference is among us a na-
tional sin-is the open and undli..gîîised negrlect of
a'il theinstitutiens of chrtistianity,even wlîeu tle eb-
servance of tlîeîî, nuighît with n sliglît efflort bc
xttainable. Anti that; wuc nay bo imîpressed with

the extent and enormity of this ovit, lot us cou-
fine our attention to our own district.* It
contains apopultation upwards ai 8s,000. Te tiis
multitude wc l<nowv of ouly le stated and regular
iniiters-iaving pastoral chiarges--bcsides se-

veral itinerant preaciero. Now, on thenet
favorable supposition, ive believe it will bc
founid that; the average number of those Who at-
tend regularly oni tho Sabbath, the public worship,
of God, tlîroughout, the whiole district, wiIl nlot ex.
ceed 2,o0,tliat is tiiere is only one in ten ofthe po-
pulation of out district who profeas to regard even
the outward form of religion. Lest howvever We
inay have crred in tlîis calculation-let us turfi te
a sinaller territary where greater certainty inay
be attained :let us look at out own Town atnd
Townshîip.* In its population of nearly
9,000, how nlany xnay bie round walking in the te-
gular observance ofehristian ordinances? We much
dpubt whether 500 amaug ail secte on an average,
mecet together for the public worsliip of God,on the
day that God lias set apart for tliat solemun purpose.
Even in the towîi, witl aIl the advantage for pub-
lic wvorsip wlicl it elijoys-ean we niumber 400
out of nearly 2000 who malte it a point oCconscience
and af duty te give regular attendance in the sanc -
tuary of Goa. Reckon up its families, and WC
grcatly fear you will net find anc in six who pay
any statua aîtd censcientiaus regard either ta the
doinestic or public rîtes of religion. The Sab-
bath bell sumnniona theni ta the houre of prayer,
but tlîey are deaf te its seund ; and the few scat-
teredl worshippers, Wvho weuîd their way w do hom-
mage ta the God af heaven, as thcy paso along the
road, discover tao niany evidences tlîat; the Sab-
bath briîîgs no iioly or religiaus rest te multitudes
arouîd them. Tell usnfot that these carelesa pco-
plu mnay wvorslîip God iii their familles and honias,
aithaugli thîcy do not chîoose te meet with their
fellowv christians ini publie assembly for that pur-
pose. Thîis is contradicted by aIl observation.
For the histery of Clîrists elînrel teaches that
whterever religion prospers in the faîniiy, itu blessed
influence wviil appear in a greater desire for the
public uîinistratien of the wverd and ardinanees:
ana cnliglitened christians know that divine grace
is to be obtaîned only in thc way God hau premised
te communicate it, ana those who turn aside fromn
thiat way in eentempt of divine autheritywill net
obtain God's blessingc in any other, however mucli
they xnay delude themnselves ta the contrary. But
woauld tiîat this cvil wvere net aggrsxted beyena
tlîe point af moro indifrerence. Alas t it aiten
preceeds beyeîtd tbîs,eveui te a contenlpt of the de-

* Niagara.


