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theologicai training of a student in tlie Free Chutrcli miust, I suppose, ho about
£40 per annum, while aniong us it is not £5. Buît thQç enormouis exponse is not.
[ho only noticeable circumstance. J., it liot. obviotis [bat if ive, ivitl our 500
congregations, neod ail our studonts Io stpply the hiome anîd foroignl denîaund, the'
Froc Chiurchi, %vith >(00 congregations anîd 160 studonts only, iiuait hefore lon-C
have an inaidec 1uatesppy? And treating Mlie probationers as our Froec Chtireli
friends do. ltow cati it bc othlerwise ? I arn glat io see tîtatt, ho prol)atioiIors atre
slieiving sonie courae, and itre hinting siguiifivaîîtly thant tltey lIavc bocit kicked
aud cufled quite long enotigh ;aund especi:iIIy glad ant 1 tliat siicît a mti as Dr.
Ciîunnioiam is giving- [tein ls :ouinîenatît'e aînd itid. lit it let te or a deputation
froin [hoe probfationers Dr. C. savs

-I hanve long becit (loeply iinîpressed 'vitît the conviction, tlbat [lie Froc Chiurcît
was gîîilty of a dereliction of duity iii îîeglecting [o atteinît, to pi'ovide emploi-
nient, supterin[endeite, assistance and proteci ion [o lier îîrobaîtiouors. After haviing
incurrcd mucli expenso iu ediicatiiug tuen aînd ini Jreparing tlieni for hecense, she
threw [hein off just at [lie tinte wlîeni hlioy most needed lier interposition, andi
.wiîn sho mîiglit have mnade uise of tlîem for doiîîg some portion of the work iii-
enubent upon lier. T1he state of things in this respect, w'hichi alono eau bo
regarded as perfecl.ly satisfactory. is ttat. iii wlich the mass of those whlo have
been found qualified for ies are ordinar-ily cm ployed in wvork, public arîd
lirivate, suitod to tîxeir calliîîg, anîd are able [o inake at livelihood by doing [bis
wvork. Thecy wotild in tiiis way ho giviing probation of thioir titness for [he Ministry.
and at tho saine Limie ho (loing1 soieth iîi lor p~rooting the spiritual welfare of
tîteir countryxuon. This ides is stubstantiaily realised in a sister Churcli, [bat of
tlue United Presbytcriaus, whlere it is understood that [ho practical resuit is bente-
ficial and liarmoniotis, and affords satisfaction to all concerned-a fact whiichi
conclusively precludes ait allegation of inupractieabîlity, thougli thero May 1)0
pectîliarities iu the situation of the Free Churchi that would itivolve special
diffictîlties, at le-asi, in [ho introduction and earlier period of a sehente for such ail
olîject.

IlBut tho niîost clamnant and offensive evilt of the systorn w'hich, for inaiy yoars
and until very lstely, prerailed iii [ho Froc Church, were-first, [bat not a few
young Mon of excollont charactor, au(I of superior talents and acquireinents, liad
been for yoars prohationers, iwitlîout evor h-aving hý,d [ho opportuinity of preach-
ing in a vacant congregation ; aud, second, [bat [bore wvas thus a strong [endoucy
[o enicourage the loweî' sud more degrrading features of character and habits of
action ailong our p)roba«tioniers, to encourage at once impudence aud sycopba-ncy,
forwardniess and croîucliîg moianness. The injustice of not securing [o proba-
tioxiors ail opportiuity of preachiug iii vacancies, and tho bîianifest [endency of
tlie systein [o foster thc qualities abovo mentioned, aira, I arn persuaded, far greater
evils [hait could tocl n uy sehiene [bat might ho siuggosted as a remedy. If
tlue system liad eontinued unchango(I, I have no douht it ivould 500fl have operatted
poiverftilly in preventing Mon of hoitour and higli spirit fromn coining forward as
candidates for [lie ministrv iii [ho Froc Cliturcb. and have left us dependent for our
supply uponl [hase wvlîo iwere lit [le troubled wvitli delicacy or scriî îulosity as [o tîte
means to bcemployod for gotting acss [o vacant pulpits, or f'or getting [licir
names puit liba lbots."l

The Bill for tho Reforrn of our Scotch Universities, introduced, into Parliaiuent
ny [he Lord Advocate (Mr. Inglis) is encounteriug strong opposition fromn many
quarters, aiud I think it is likely to ho tbrown ont. A feiw of its provisions are,
in niy opinion, died wise, autd wouild, if ca*rried out, lead [o sattrresitîts,
soute of [tem seetu to tue as decidedly injudicious, snd a consideishie number are
so cuunbrous, aîud ivithal so tuovel iii Scotlaud, [uaL, I cati foriii no opinion as to
thieir probable practical efrect.

Mr. MrGili is iikoly [o ac cept the office of' Ilome Secre[ary, to ivhich lie ivas

It îttu:L b. recollected, hio%çreer, titat [he Studeitt of [bu U. P. Churcb attend five Sessions, tbuse
of the Freo, we Presume, nly four. Tho lattàl liconso one fourth of thoir Stiidexîts aRnnually, tht.
former antly one ftt. Stili miîr Cori-e8pondent's gcneral conclusion is probably correct.


