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Mlaine, E lectricit?,, and the ('aiera. Man's
J>rogressfro). the First Kiudiqi of Pire
to the JVircless Teleqraph and the Pho-
tography (If Colouir. By GEORcGE îLFs.
Toronto: Thle Puiblishiers' Syndicate,
Liiiited. 11)00. Pp. xv-398. Price,
-$2.00.
The romnance of science is far more

faqcinating t1îauî that of the novelist. As
MUrs. Broiwning sing-s. " God is far the
grcatest puet, and the real is lis n.
It is a long joui'fly tlîat inankind bias
mnade froin the first use of fire, yet

-%vithin thi.î century, flint and steel were
the chief mnens of ignition. It is fitting
that the inarvellous progress in science of
the century slîould be Surniied up in this
hiandsoîne volume. Mr. les records its
best achievemients, especially in the pro-
duction and application of electricity and
photogyraphy.

Wlany of us use the electrie car and
telephione or telegraphi every day, yet we
are as ignorant as Choctaws, or as On
Paul, about the principle of theur opera-
tion. WVe ]lave bere recounted iii un-
technical languagre tie chief advances of
science iii the century-mnulti)lex ani
wireless telegrap>hy, the telephonc, stellar
pbotograpliy, the theories of li,,it and
heat; and electricity, thecir permutation
and persistence, the inysteries of dry
plates, the curiosities of the kinetoscope
and telephioto lens wbichi prov'ed s0 use-
fui in South Africa, and iliany other
curiosities of science.

WVc niay dlaim Mr'. les as a Canadian.
He wvas for iuany ycars a rcsident of
MINontreal, and inuehi of bis scientific w'ork
lias been donc in this country: This
-,e1l-printed (2anadian edition is very
liandsorîiely gotten up and beautifully
illustratcd.

Professor John Fiske, one of the ahlcst
scientiflo authorities of the United St-ates,
writes thus of this admirable book :I
have read the proof-sheets of your book
with an intense interest grownmig into red-
hot enthusiasm. It is Onie of the mnlst
fascinating hook-s that I have seen iii the
Jast ten ycars. Your points are so well
takzen, so happily and so richly illustrated
%vitb exaniples, and their- bearing on the
main argumnent is so sk-ilfuhlly k-elt iii
vicw, that the result iii to iny niiind a
truly great book, and 1 ventuire to pre-
dict for it a great future."

l'he Generat ('oîferences of 'the Mlethodist
Episcopal Cloirch; froni. 1792 to 1896.
Preparcd by a literary staff' under the
supervision of 11Ev. LEwis Cuîrrs, DD,
Publishing Agent of the Western Meth-
odistBIoik Coniceran. Cincinnati: Curts
&k Jennings. N~ew York: Eaton &
Mainîs. Toronto: Williami Briggs. Pp.
v'ii-427. Price, $2.50.

This wvell-prinited ocavo is a record and
monument of the mnarvellous growth of
Methodisininl the UInited States iii a
litundre&. years. It is divided iinto two
sections-une chronological, tie other
topical-,vlichl makes it invaluable for
ready reference. Wlîile niost of the
Conference journals have been greatly
abridgred, those of the carlier Conferences
were so vcry ineagre that, more infor-
miation w'iIl be found in this book tban
in tie original pubilications. In fact,
the journal for 1792 lias nover been
found, and, under the direction of the
last General Conference, the Publisbing
Agents secured 11ev. Dr. T. B. Neely to
rel)roduce it fromn sucbi sources of infor-
mnation as lie inighit find obtainable, and.
lie bas accomiplislied the difficult task
with the precision that marks ail bis
efforts.

The Lord's ilrrov-s. ]3y LOUIS ALBERT
BANKS, D.D., autiior of " Christ and
lus Friends," Il The Heavenly Trade-
Winds," "lAnecdotes and Mýorzals," etc.
Cincinnati: Curts & Jenning-s. New
York: Eaton o- Mains. Toronto: Winî.
Briggs. Pp. 309. Price, $1.20.
There are thousands of ininisters wlîo

lireacli excellent semnions, sermionsthat are
lîighly effective as lîcard; but there are
coînparatively few that caii preacli sermons
that are so effective as read. Guthirie,
Spurgeon, and Dr. Parker, ail liad tlîis
rare gift ; so, also, in a very conspicuous
inanner, bas Dr. Banks. These discourses
are forceful presentations of divine trutli
tlîey possess also literary grade and a
lîninan interest whichi reiiinds us strong-
ly of Gutliric's great miasterpieces. Sev-
eral things coxltril)ute to this resuIt. For
oxie, thiey are brief, tic wordsiinitli strikzes
whiile the iron's hot, and doesn't hianiiner
away after it, lias cooled. The serions
abounid iii incident. and illustration, espe-
cially froin the Seriptures and religious


