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niNA—In the Spirit of Mitsionsa letter from the
Rev. Robert Nelson, one of our Missionariesat Shang-
bai, i given, which coutains the latesr, thy tnost
marthnp, snd tho most horrible budget of ncws re-
cvived frem that miserable country for a long time.
W pivestin full  The ¢ Christabity” of thuse Re-
bels will no longer bo muel of & problemn :—

Suaveiat, Cuxa, Jan. 5, 1857.

Sowme of the mystery which bas g0 long hung over
the true sta‘e of things among tho insurgents at Nan-
Lin, is at lenath cleared away by intorasation just re-
veived from thyce persous recently arrived here direst.
1y fraw that place, which tboy left about the 12th ult
‘I'wo of these are Europeans, and the third a Chineso
Loy, and all of them iliiterate. 'Lho two forvigners
state that, during their absence from Shangbai, they
entirely lost their reckoning of time, montha as well
asdays, ond thernfore can give only rough guceses
for the preciso dates of the events they relate. But
baving been eve-witneases, und often actors in tho
scenes they describe, thoy can, of course, bear clear
testimony to facts, and with somo approxiwation to
tho order and tune of the:. ocouttence. ‘Lhe credibi-
lity of their testimony is inferred from the substantial
agiecment of the accounts they bave each soparately
given to Dr. Bridgman and inyself, their further
ngreement in many points with what has been learned
from other and independont sources, and from the
minuto knowledge which these persons ehow. of the
localitics about Nankin, aund for bundreds of miles
gbove and around it, as tested by Dr. Bridgman,
who had sccn many of them hitmeelf.

Tho substanco of their uarrative is as follows :(—
Somo time late Jast Spring, or at the beginning cf the
Summer, theze two foreigners went up to * Ching-
Kiang,” where they were for a littla whils in the
Chiness Imp.crial service, after which tkey passed over
to the other lines and jomed tho Insurgents, About
that time the rebel garrison at Ching-Kiang became
vary short of provisions, and sent up to Nankimn for
rclief s ond the nppointed rignal of relief cominy,
was charcoal floating dowa ke Yung-Tze-River.—
After a suflicient time the charcoal was seen, and way
goon followed by a reinforcement with supplice, nuder
the Cheef, or King, styled No. 7. It may be observ-
ed, that these men alinust wmvariadly speak of the In-
surgent Kungs by their numbers, us N». 1, for = Tai
Piuvz Wong—No. 2, for the Bastern King,” &2.

With tlee Wo. 7, theee two foreigners went up to
Kankin, whenhe tewrncd soma six weeks, perbajy,
atter theirarrival at Ching-Kiang, o about the unddle
of the Smumer. They went first 10 the quarters of
Ko.7in Nankin, and nere corried by bun to No. 2, the
Eastern Koz, who was famous for calimg hunself the
Holy Ghest. By No. 2 they were well treated, and
had good quorters asigned them among i officers.
They were sent for, from time to time, by No. 2,and
Questioned a3 to the foreiun mode of cating, fishting,
snd uting aring, such as pools, awords, & General-
By they spent their time as they luted, going to and
fro when and where they chose, and being treated 2#
rather privileged charactere. ln tlns way paseed a
month or more, during whicd they had opportunities
of veemny wmore of the Insurgents than any other fo-
teinusrs have seon. Knowing, howevcr,' nsthing of
the Chinese written cbaracter, aud & vory small
amonnt of tho spoken languayes, their weans of com-
munication were necesiarily limited, and they found
80 belp except from a Canton carpenter, who conid
spcak a hittic broken English, and the boy wbons thoy
brought down bere with them, who joivud them st a
fator period, and whose English vocanulary is not very
Wrge.  As we might expect of them under such cir
cumstancee, they know nothing of the theories of the
Robels, whetber political or rolizious—of their future
plans or prospects of empire ; but of their actual go-
vernment, they state that ¢ TarPing-Wong,” or Tien-
Wong, or No. 1, was the still liwing bead of the whols
movement. Thay nover saw bun, as he kept himsell
antirely eecluded from public view. Ilis procloma-
tions and orders were delivered from a lofiy arched
door-way, in front of his palace, by fomalexnessen.
gees, who heralied them aloud in the hearing of the
people.  Next to him was the Eastern King, or No. 2
(ander whem they were enrolled), and xubordinatoto
thesc—No. 8 and No.4 havingz been killed in a bat-
tle before reaching Nankin—were Nos. 5, 6, 7, aud 8,
Each of these Kings had his own palace, and his own
army of followers, The covernment was entinly
despotic ; and 3£ aot the laws, at least the. exccution
of them, was registered in blood. For almost any
offence, the penalty was beheading.
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As 10 tho religion of tho Insurgents, these men
kuow only that st their meals tho head man of each
meee says peace before shey cat; that they have a
Sibbath onee i seven daye, wheh they celilnate by
cffering incense and recsting prayere, &eo at widinght
previons, What day of the week it s, they don't
know _ut they thwk, {rom the caleulation of thesr
time when they arrived there, that tlns ¢ Saturday
night,” astboy catled it, when tho Rebels bave their
worship, is Wednaeday night § and when they firet
went into the presoace of No. 2, thoy wero required
tokneel, and gome ona sald a kml of doxology over
them @ further, that No. 1 was reputed to have been
up to beaven, and was called the Brothez of thodlea-
venly Father,  Beyond tbeso items, antd the destruc-
tion of idnls wherover they went wah the Rebely
they #eem to know nothing of their relizion. .

‘'he Kinge, except Nos. 1 and 2. went out from
tune to ime with their vespective followers, to fight
with thoa Impenalicts, and to sccure the regions thoy
had previously gamed—making the people pry taxes,
or submit to Laving their produce taken from thew.
Small trade went on actively m Nankin, and preeonts
of 01 mannar of provisions were frequently sent frown
the o@untry to the Chiufs in the city, Such, theso
two forcigners teatify, was ,tke goneral state of things
for the fits? month or moro alter they reached Nankin.

‘Tlus paijod baving clapeed, thoy witnessed another
aot in the greattrugedy of Nauokin, the hike of which
has rarely beon enacted.  Thy preparation for it had
been going on behind the scenes.  As they alterwards

“learmed, No. 2 hait for eomo time been suspected of

designa upon the head of the celestial King No. 1
and the power and influence of No. 2 rendoring him
very dangerous to his ¢ elder brather,” orders wero
sent out to Nos. §, 6 and 7, wha wers at various dis-

tant pointe with theie anmnies (No. 8 beng in the”

city), to return wab dispatch to Nankin (b for
wluch ordets thoy suppos¢ the Rebels wonld at that
g have come turther down towards Shanghai)
They came, except No. G, who being ecveral days
further oft than the others, cither did 210t receive his
ctders in time, ot when received, diid not obey tha.
Al others bLeing withen the city, No. 1 ¢nnmenced
the execytion of b plan.  The fiest of ity kanwn to
thess two forcigners, was the report of gune, very
early one moraing, towards the Iatter pact of Avsust;
after wlich they sov - disvovered that the palace of
e Buetarn Iang, N- 2, was stnetly guarded by a
strong foree 3 aed s the coures of the wornwng thcy
est7 the head of No. 2 hitnself hanging up over the
gateway 1w front of the palace of Tawr’mg-Wory,
And whereas there had bzea 3 long contawance of
drovpbt Lulore, jurt atter this an abundance of rain
(ell, which was juterpreded as the approval of lleas
ven for what had bzen donie; and wabk this began a
courro of butchery which Lardly has it parailel in
modern history.

‘To «flect bis purporo the more eanly, No. 1 on tho
followinng doy caustd a puble anuouncement to be
made by his favale testengere, that No. 6 and -No,
7, who had been the ch et agents in thu. execution ot
No. 2, bad transcended their orders, for which they
sbouid be punished by a certma number of Liows wiih
a stick. Ting puvishinent, bowewer, their fricuds
were permtied to ebare with thew, by interporing
their bancs 10 recoive the blows, in which there two
foreiznets » ruicipated.  Nos. & and -7 erxpressed
much fotrow for thowr offancy, aud cubyutted to the
penalty. Besides this, the clizers 2ud followers of
No. 2 were invited to coms aud reccive othar ep-
puintments fiomNo. 1, with tho promiso thas no batm
sbould be dore to themm.

This biind had the desived eeet.  Tho followess of
No. 3 werg enttrely decetved, aud came many of thom
to thy palace of No. 1. The principal of ihe officors
and wen were induced to go in and be disarmed, and
then, to the nuinber of G000, thej woro crammed iato
two fargo walled onclosures, or apartinents, two stories
Lugh, of the palace of No. £; those of higbest rank 1o
one, and the remander in tho otber, and there secured.
‘Che next day, the doors and windows of theta spart-
ments beinyg forcod in, the unfortunate ininates were
slaughtored, en marte, with all the irmploaionis of de-
struction which could be gotten.  Fire-pots—stoall jars
very commonly uaed in figbting by tho Chinese, filled
with explozive materials of tho moet offcnsive smell—
wure thrown in upon them ; and -guny, spears; Lnives,
were all used todo .the deadly work, until buman
blood was up to the kagesin depth, aud the dense
masses of mangled bodies were past all description.
The officers and men, on both sides, made all possible
tevistance, and somo ¢ven got upon thie house top, and
fougbt wotil all the t3les on the roof were cxhausted.
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On the other mido they seemed paniz-nricken, nndg
mado no opposition to their murderers.  When.desd
they wera all stripped of their ¢luhmg, and as soon
after as might be, theie botlies werg catrind out to an
open space, not far from the palace of No.1, . Tho
palace of 1o, 3 was vlundered of wll ite riel adorninge
of zold anil silver, itk and satin, which they doseribo
a3 irnly magnificent,  Awony th-se ornunenats, they
montion particularly a golden lion, se-ghung samo filty
pounds; n golden bel', and many other things of cx-
ceeding michness and splendor aniong the garments of
the Fagtern Kinp,  When the pillssing was done, tho
huildivg was destroyed, to eave na traco of the gread
ness of ¢ Yang-Siu-Tsing”  Dut thees atrocitics wero
only the bupinning of the work, The city gates bav.
ing been closed, that nono of tho followers of No. 9
thoull escape, systematic search was mado for them
from day to ddy, from week to week, until all who bad
ueaten of the 1ieo of No. 8. were buuted out and
exterminated.  This % Reign of Torror” lasted aboud
two months, during which, not only the fighting wem,
but the aged, the lame the blind, women, clildeen, and
infauts at the breast, were all unmereifully butchoreds
‘These men mention the horrd spectacles they witness
cd, of blind and lame dragged to shuir fate, and of
women with their children in their arms, and others
hanging to their clothes, and beheaded in their turm
with many mors barbanticatoo korrible to tell.  Thelr
estunates of tho wholo numnber tbus destroged is over
30,000; and- they speak of afterwards having ecen
those masses of dzad on the ground above mentioned,
i the vicimty of the palace of Tai-Ping-Wone.

During tho pragress of this bloody work, No.8 ro-
turzed to Naokn with a portion of his aciny, leaving
most of it wuhount thecity, 1lu there sharply repraved
No. 5 (who biad been the chief actar in the desteuction
of No. 2 and bis followers, and particularly lor having
killodd 80 many who wera ret gmbty of any crime).
But finding lnmeolf rot very comforialle there, and
perbaps in denger cfsharing the same fat> with No. 2,
No. € left the city the xawm= nipht with what followers
he could colleet, and kithing twoof the gate-keepers
otook the keyaand made be exit, and juring his farces
agam went ofi to Mgan-1fwuy. Abcut a month afer
thie, he sont bock and demanded of No. 1 the head of
No. 5, (who in bhis absence had killed his wrives and
fons), threatening to dustroy N.tkin unless hishead
were sent ; whereupon the head of No. 5 was cut off
and cent in o box of salt to No. 6. who bail it publicty
cxposed,

Attes thn horrid ecencs ahove mentionzd, No. 7 lefs
Wankin, taking with bita thess two foreiters, whom
ho bad agam attached to bimseR after ths death of
No. 2. Soon after 1he decapitation of No. 5, however
No. 7 was ordered buck to Nankm, whereupou they
went And joined thewmselves to No. G, whom they
found, aiter several davs of saarching. It was not
vory, lony after this before they relurnedd with No. 6
to Nankem, having beea absent some two maonthy, ox
more. ‘Lney found, amang otber changrs since they
went awsy, that the preat Porcalain ‘Tower had been
blown up and destroyed, most probatly by order of '
No, 1, for fear that No. G should take acvantags of
it for executing his threat against the city. No. G, a
tew daye aftur reaching Nankin, made LimseIf master
of the chiefl places of power and prefit, and had Nos.
7 and 8 (who, it appears, bad pa:ticularly informed
Nu. 1 aguinst No. 9, the friesd of No. ¢) beheaded.
All rivals were thus remotved, leaving 5o oae in the
way but tbe * Celeatial King”” And thers wers not
wanting thece who said that his head would follow the
uvtliers befora many days; and as more traudle scemed
to bo brewing. and those with whom thess two fore
cigners bad been associated before wera all gone, and
thoy wight thewselves wect 8 like fate, thuy conclu.
ded, if poi-ible, to make their cscape. So sanding to
No. & (whot they could not now 63s, since he had
‘wrown 30 great) for clothes 20d monzy, with 8 few
Chiness garmeots, and a littlo money apiece, -ey
pateed the city gate #rly in the morning of abous
the 12th December, and made tke bast of their way
down here to Shanghai, where, alter many ¢ bair
breath ’:capes,” they arrived about tmo-weeks ago.
and after all, they bave made uothing by their long
adveature, arriving here without money, and haviog
even had to sell coma of their clothing by the wny,

The testimony of thosa mea establishes the fyot
which bas long been a matter of doubt, that Tai-Piny
Waoug, or No. i, was alivehind in power up to the timp
of their Jeaving Nookin ; aud that the Esstets King,
No. 2, was put ‘0 death with his followers—uncertain.
rumours of which were long since heard through tha
Chinese; and what had not been beard before, we
learn fiom them, the fall of Kings No. 5, No, 7, and



