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qewElcbribcs.
LETTER FROM% REV. J. W. MAC-

KENZIE.

Eltuea, EFA&TE, Sept. 8, '85.
31y Dear Arr. &,ýott:

lu1 ny laut iote te yenl I nîcentionied that
I intended taking a tour to the ezist side
of tlîe isleîîç. Up to tlîe liresent I have
miot beeîî able te do se.

Shertly after the Doy.slpriaig lcft ive were
visited by a severe intfluenza. Indeed
Bemne of nîy yeung nien were ili wlîen tlîe
boat camne asliore for our mail. Thie dis-
euso was breuglit front Nounîca. Oxie of
thle firat Who took it on tîjis island, a
Eurepean, died. His, hiowevor, was the
-only case that proved fatal. It went over
.this village and several othors.

Mrs. Mackenzie and the children lied it
but se far I have escaped. Blood oozed

tYpain wes very sever-e. For tlis, sweet
oul dropped inte the ear acted like a cherni.
O ur eldest boy- was very ill, and for a tinte
ire felt anxiouà apout limi lest the cougli
lie liad should 4ettle on bis lunigs. A
change te a village sone littie distance
iîîlanld, however, lias quite cured ira. '%Ne
went there lest Thîursday auid returned
yesterd4y.

This is the village fornied by natives
frora the mnietains, Tankare. Tlîey lied
built us a sîîîall grass lieuse, gratis, auid
this was the first tinte we occupied it.
They seemed very mucu pleased that we
ýviBited tli. About forty matives ac-
c einpanied us, some of thora of tlîeir own
accord, others te carry sucli tlîings as we
required. We took a few jeiste and pieces
ef flooring of the old lieuse wlîiçh the ants
lid net dcstroyed. This, altheugli per-
hîaps net mucli sefter, wes more lietliy
then sleeping on the ground.

The village nom, numbers about fifty
nativeg, and the little cliurch, built by the
firat ten or dozen who moved there, is toc
small fer them. Need you be surpriscd if
it wes with moist eyes 1 stood up befere
them on Sabbath znornilg te give out the
hymn. Lesa than twe years aethere we
nothing but the imbroe oet, but the
Ilsolitiry place lies been rnade glad."
Yeatrs àgo had -you fùled 'their hùtis witm
gold $rou could, net have persuaded themn
te move away'from theii own villages, and

renounco tho custoîns of their forefatiiera.
But the gospel lias silently iîîthîoîîced thieir
lîcarts, and so of thoir owîî accord they
liave corne to trust under the ¶vings of thic
Lord (I'ud of lsrael. WVliat a proof of tho
powver of the gospel! I iv onder whatt ait
uîîibeliever could say if hie wore to see tlîis
for hinmself.

While ive were there word came frontî
the îîîotntains that five ziien and sonie
Wonien wishced to jeini thei, heathenl of
ýoursje. Righit. glad %ve %vore a you îiay
imiagine, to hiear this, îuîd we iiiade ît-
rangements that sonie Erakor and Fila
natives shîould go to Taîîkaro îîoxt Monday
and be ready to inake ant early stait for
brt he ninand wit loitti rer to
the intins nd ext ittleîii proder te
have.

It iras net ail of a clieering nature, how-
ever. There iras one serious obstacle iii
the way. One of tiiese five mon iras undor
sentence of death for hiaving, sone tinie
age, eaused by witchîcraft, the deathi of
another native iwitl whioni lie was at on-
inity. Tliere*was ant alternative, howovcr,
viz., tliat lie should pay iiiiety liogs, so
higli did the blood avenger vrlue the life
of hiË fMiend, The pooer Tankare peoîdô
were in great distress to know what to do.
Tliey were afraid to bring the nien te tlieir
villaige lest the brother of the deceaseui
should niurder one of thenselveï, and they
could uiot refuse to go for the poor doonied
mnan. I teld theni I would go and see the
brother miyself and have a talk with Ijiimu,
and shîould lie refuse to listexi te, ie I
weuld go and bring the nan iiîyself,- au
that I alone would bo responsible for bis
conîing. I went accordingly and found
hinm in lis plantation. I told hini I lîad
coule to speak te hiiii about Marîk Leliak
(the mnan on whoin he wished to avenge
lis bretlier's death) and about bis wisjhing
te join the <Jhristians. He zaid "Marik
Leliak muet stay where lie is until lie lias
given me eiglity pigs. " It is not always
best, hîowever, te give in te thenu, sa I
said firnily, "lNo, your word is crooked,
M4arik Leliak did net cause your brother's
illneas. It is only Jehevah wlîo cen send
sickness on anyene." After a tinte lie
said, IlWell, if he give me ten pige tins
niatter will be ènded. " Se the likelihood,
is that hoe will get ten pige. --What I waa
afraid ef wus thiat lie might enhliat the
sympathies ef the Meli people on his bue-
hall, and that bloodthirsiy people areal


