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THE ORLTLO, J

Senator Perputis, of Kansas, has petitioned Coogrees that the spelling

cf the Ergleh lenguove shail betevised. Ihis 1dea is not at all & novel
ore, but the prepoeed Copgressionn] interference is decidediy an icnovation.
Our lenguage is not u siwple cne, but it is cura,ard is not to be taken f,om
us witkout cur cereent,  We ere dependent to a great extent ou Amvticen
Jiterature, and epy blow etruck at cur common larguige would quickly
slizct ue.  The Scnator’s prapeeition eavers of the crude West, and it 1s
not hkely to mect with uch acriovs conzideration,

Tke Rebbis of the Jewish Synagogues in America, dnuring their recent
conference, have shown that they are fully up to the imes in their church
fentimente.  The reformed Jews have now agreed 1o nccept cremation as an
orthcdox form of burial, ard the Rxbbis are irstructed 1o oflictate ut such
ceremenite.  Stienger stdl, this most censcrvative people in the werld have
agreed that women shall share cqually with men in all matters connected
with the Synagogucs and it is also proposed to give the Jewesses a much
higher position in the Synagogues than has hitherto been awarded t.cm,

The demoralizing ¢flect of the llomestead troublo has bozin feit in far-
off Flotila. A negro accused of murder, who was cotfiaed 1 tie Duval
County g2o), was rot without good rcason in constant tetror of being
lynched.  This becoming known to his fellow-Africans, 1000 of them
assembled, fully armed, and 100k up a position near the gacl. Jn order to
mamtsin order in the district, it has been thought nccessary o call out
seven companies of Irfantry, a gatling gua and two brass ficld pieces, The
pegroes are now gradually dispersing, and the safety of the prisoner is
assured by military protection,

The young Deke of York has wisely decided that the memory of his
brother shall be kept alive in the werld by means of a benevolent agency.
The charity which ke proposes to found is to be known as the Albert Edwarg
Sailors' Rest. ‘This Institution is to be connected with the British and
Foreign Sailers’ Scciety, of which there sre already branches in mapy coun-
tries, The money for the undestaking is to be contributed—muck cf it
from Loglish eources—but it is hoped that contnbutions will come from
mapy who are interested in the work. Our Canadian Commissioner, Sir
Charles Tupper, will forward any conttibutions which are sept to him in
Londou.

The promotors of the eleven year o'd Society of Christian Ecdeavor
are to be congratulated upon the great growth of thst order, and upon the
goed work which the various Branch S-cieties are steadily carrying on.
At the recent Ctnstuan Endeavor Congress held in New Youk, no fewer
then 30 coo delegates were asiembled. The 22 5c0 Suc’eties have rnow
corolicd one and oue-! ndwillion of men-b rs, 1. Canadnthereare 13 999
Sccieues  The young people in Nova Scotia in particular seem to have
taken up the movement cuthusia:ticaily.  Acuve Sscienes are to be found
in almest all our towns ard vil-ges,xhere much unobtrusive good work is
dope. The well-choren name of Coristiap L.deavor describes exactly the
objact of the whole Society.

Though the great World's Exhibition has not been formally opened,
thousards cf sighl-zeers have already inspected the grounds and the buiidipgs
by paying the admittance fee of twenty five cents. Many varieties of loce-
motive power are to be seen, ore c¢f the most ingenious being the rej cted
“moving platforms.,” Since it has been decided that this innovation 15 not
to be intraduced joside the Exhilition giourds, the pre j-clors have cUtained
the right to lay sn aval track outside the enclosure. Qo tho 'rack stand a
series of very low, flit caxs. The weary pedestrian steps on ouve ang is
immediately carricd by electric force around the grounde. Tne platforms
vaty as to speed, some travelling at the rate of three miles an hour, while
the fastest one covers nine miles in the ssme time.

Halifax is well cquipped with city Fotels and with firsl-class boarding
houses, probably ss well equipped os any city of its sizs in the Dominion,
but a medern summer hotel has beccme a necessity ; and if our people are
to reap the full advantages of the tourist travel, our ciiz:ps must b up and
doing, otherwise scme en:crprising town in the Province will erect a suiiablo
hotel and thus cut out the capital. Many capitalists fear that a summer
botel wou!d pot prove a paying investment, bat if located upon a conven-
ient eite, why should pot the hotel be made a winter residence for the
families resident upon the shores of the North-West Arm and those who go
out to Reckirgkam snd Eidfcrd for the summer months?  Surely one of
our clever architects ceu desigh a structure suited alike for the purposes we
have indicated. To cur mind the central idea in the plans should be larger
or_emaller tuntes of reoms, 10 which fumites ccud live in ¢ mparative
privacy, having in comanen reading rocms, dining roems, etc.  The ceccu
pet cn during the winter of a well ordered establishment such as we have
cutlived 15 assurcd beyoud question, and one ouly has to note the diily
arsivale by train aed stecmer 1o convince him that the travellicg public
weuld appreciate s gecd summer hotel.  Judging by the amount of money
uj-ot deposit in our banks there is po lack of capital in Halifux, apd if
this summer hotel idea were taken up by a few of tne right men the neces-
eary tmount «f steck would be subscnibed within a week  aud next year the
botel would be resdy for occupation.  * Everyhudy's busioess is nch 3dy’s
bueinces, ' but surely wehave a few citizens who ure pairiouc encugh to
deveie a litde tiwe to this undertaking, 1w order that our people as a whele
muy benefit by their cnergy and enterprise,

The cry fcr improvement {n the roads came first from the bicycliats of
the United States, Far the past year the press have been very urgent upoa
the subj-ct, and now Senator Manderson has brought the measure fully
before Congress. 1le propcses that a National Highway Commission shall
be es ablished, and that under its supervision the roads of the nation shal|
become sccand to none in the world. Public money is bring constantly
spent on canals, bridges and railroads, so that it seems only reasonable thit
a portion af the surplus in the treasury should be applied to so important a
wotk., It is nlso proposed that a model highway shall be constructed
between New York snd Washington, passing through the cities of Philadel-
phia and Ualtimore. We wish this ardent friend of road-reform the best
of good luck in his undertakiog.

The spread of cholera in Asia is larpely due to the pilgrimaze wania for
which the people of the Eist have b:ieo celebrated.  Huf a million
pilgtims mect anouzlly at the sacred city ot Hurdwar in Iodia, and any
seed of contagious disease is encouraged to rapid growth by mesans of the
heat, the bad water and the O:iental indiff:rence to cleanliness, Mecca,
Mesched and Kiev all contain favorite shrices, and all of these cilies have
suff:red severely from cholera six times in the last seventy years, There
seems to L no doubt that the crowds of pilgeims ara responsible in great -
measure for the spread of the disease. At present Asia is suff:ring from the
scourge, Europe is threatened, and every effirt is bring mid2 to dis-
courage trade between the two continents. In our sea-port town we should
willirgly put up with asy incoavenieucs rather than that any opportuaity
should be given the dsease to appear in our midst.

The holiday season in Nova Scotia during the months of July and
Avgust is really one of the busiest times in the year, both in the city and
couniry. Probably this is due to our loag winters, durtbg which business is
comraratively dull; a time when most of ts feel like emulating bruin by
sleeping away the hours and sucking our paws for the waot of something
better to do. There are, however, a fortunate few who have the leisure and
means to e1jy the chaim of a holiday in the country. To all such we
would recommend o visit to Grand Pié and the valley of the Gaspereau.
A drive through Grand P:¢ upon a bright sammer’s day is a geouine ireat
to the senses. The beautiful stretch of the highly cultivated "prairie land,
the picturesque valley, the wonder{ul ebbing river and the glorious roll of
mountsio land which closely borders it on either side, are scenes which
delight 1he eye and fill the mind with thoughts of those poor Acidians who
oonce called this land their home. There near the mouth of the riveris the
point where Kvangeline and her fellow villagers sadly erbirked ; here on
that gently slopiog hill was the home she had left. A little further on tood
the forge of Baiml, and there 18 the fort of Minas, near to which fell Culonel
Nuble and mauy ot his brave men, A shoit drive up the ridge or up the
side of Horton Mouatain will give an oppurtunity to see one of the most
picturesque land and water «cenes in all Acadis, By all means go and see
it, for its beauties are untivalled, and it has an added charm 1o 1s weird,
strange history.

Many eminent geographers diff:r as to the is'and upon which Culumbais
first 1snded upon October 12, 1492. San Salvador or Cat Island, one of
the Bahamas, has been generally ac:epted as his first landing place, bat
some authoriues believe that a landing was first «fi cted upoo Grapd Turk
Island. The following abridged extract from the log baok of Coilumbus
is so explicit that no cne can reasonably believe that it applizs to either
San Saivador or Grand Turk 1sland, as they do not in any w.y conform to
the description of the nivigator. Uader date of O:stober 11th Columbas’
journal says:—*“Two hours after midoight the land appesrzd about wwo
leagues off They lowered all the saiis, leaving only a storm squere sail,
which is the maijosail withont bannets, and lay to uatil Friday, (Ozt, 12)
when they re:ched a emall island cilled Guanalaire by the natives.” Tais
island he called San Silvador, and he described it as * very large snd very
level, and has very green trees and abusdance of walzr and a very large
lagoon in the middle, without any mountaio, and all is covered with verdure
most pleaging to the eye.” Subsequently he refers to a *reef of rocks
which catirely surrounds that island, although there is within it depth
enough and ample harbor for all the vesscls of christendom, bat the
entrsnce is very narrow.” It is conceded that Columbus first saw one of
the Bahama Isiands, that he anchored conascutively at four others, and that
from the last one he went to Cubi. The Chicago flerald undertook the
solu'ion of this question, and two correspondents of that paper were sent
to the Bahamas to make the fullest investigation.  Alter visiting several of
the islands and rejocting them as not answeriog the description of Columbns,
they went to Watliog Island, which, beyoad all douby, is the first lind
touch+d st by Cilumbus four cecturiea since. According to the Heruld
expedition, they found Watling 1:1snd to canform to the historical evidences,
and geometrically to b: uneniingly the first laodlsll, The conditions
required by any theory of the first voyage are thoso indicated by Columbus
hisnself. Trnese are that the island fizst touched, which Le named Sao
Salvador, must have such features as a north and south coast, surroundiog
rects, a large 1:goou ia its middle, a headland nearly cat from the mainland
by the acticn of the eea, and a spacious harbar near by with a narrow
catrauce. The flerald says :—** Watling Island is the Guioahaire of the
patives, the San Salvador of Columbus, the scene of the most momentus
eveat in history, bscause it is the only islacd which in itself agrees with 1be
discoverer's description, acd because it is the oply island from which the
log can be followed to the five other islands visited by him.”
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