
12 THE CRITIU.

THE BRIDE OF AN IJ1OUR.
(Coniùsiued.)

The old dame furtively dashed the starting tear from ber eyee witb ber
ample apran. and set ta %vork ta help the girls.

Sheila was abstractedlv dropping laurel leaves ino the fire and watch-
ing them burn with a crack like a rnimic expluaion.

61 Bless us and aave ue wbat be the cbîld up ta 1" e.jaculated Betsy,
raising ber bands in hornor, snatchiug a shining wax-lihe branch aut ai ber
band.

IlWhy, wbat is the matte.r," Sheila ssked in amazement.
"M:Natttr enougb, mnissy, it in a dreadful unlucky amen. Lu immn sor-

row-deatb even."
IlYou superstitions aid tbing,"l pouted Essy. IlYun maire ono turu

cold, just look bow you have frightcned poor Sheila."
And the child was right, for Sheila stood riveted to the spot as if spell.

bound, bier beantifal fsce set, ber uoeuh cornpressed iuta speechiesselalence.
Blettsy touched the girl gently ou the aoulder.
. I arn su surry, missy, Muy fOalieli aid tangue went a ivagging and icared

yau," abe obseri-ed humbly.
A convulsive quivar rau through bier, then, with au effort she gapped

out:
Oh, my heurt, my hcart 1"
Witat is the matter Il cried pioor alarrned Lisy, scizing the girl round

the waist.
I ILi the stab of an icy knife, bere, froim soma baud that loapcd cnt ai

the fire," bhe subbcd ici a half stàfled gruau, pressing hor hand ta nez hoart.
"lNansense, dear Sbeila, there is no kuife, no baud, it ie yaur imagin-

ation, yasu arc nervous , l3ety will have ta take yon ta the bousekteper,
somne ai ber mcdicmno will soon put sou rigbt," WVally saîd caltais.

"lWbat a simploton you muet aIl uhink me," Sheilsa tammered, the atony
glare fading froin ber prctty cyce, the rich calai ruanting inta ber pallid
cbeeks once more.

It'Is aIl tbrough that senselcas aid fool with bier rubbiab,» cxclaimed
Wally fiercely.

IlOh no, tho harrid feeling bzgan before Betey uientionedl a word, I was
lost lu a kind ai dream, weaving aIl kinds ai sbapes and ivoird forme in the
lire; please don'u tell Sir john, he wouldl perhaps ho angry."

'Papa couldn't be atigry witb you for long," assurod Essy. IlBut I
wouldn't. tell bina for a hundredweigbt of Christmnas goodies if sou forbid it."

Wbon Sheila, sccorupanied by Etasy, took their places at tbe dinner
table tbat cvening a visitar was already scated, a refined, arietocratic look-
ini; mari, witb fine eyes of a dark bazel, and a icb brown beard which haîf
concealed a resoînte thaugh sweet moutb.

"lAh litile caz," bc said with a bright smile. IlI declare you are gettiog
quite a womnau."

#ÉIvan, oh, I arn sa imrnensely glad :' criod the kitten zannicg up ta
hlm and buggiDg hlm, ta tbe detrimeut of bis êatiny shirt front, which
brougbt down a rebuke froua ber father.

IlMadcap will require a deal cf fiaing down before abe can act with
becoming diguity, riear boy," put lu the barone:, as lie introduced Sheila ta
bis kinsmani, "lbut there, yau will pardon bier, I amn sure, lkuowing wbat a
spoilt cbild she ia."

I avn Russel only laugbed, and bcgged ber ta takze ber seat next ta hlm,
wbile be piled bier plate %vith ail tbe daintiast niorsels. lt was self .ev4dent
ta Shcila that ehe was likely ta geL marc spoilt than ever, now thst ber
cousin bli arriver] on the scr;e.

IlWhat a winnirig girl thai is-I meau Miss Ilarlyn," observed Ivan
over the dlard, whcn the girls bad retired.

IlYcs, sbe la a great acquisition ta us al], no cheerini and s;weet-temporcd.
I ar n u bpes Esty niay lake pattemu by bor. Sha is very good ta my fluor
boy tua, eou kind and p2tieut, howerer îryiug bc muay be."

As time ficci on Si; John fiund bimef seidz:d with an uncantrollable
dacsîre ta inrade the aparurnent ai his affH.cted son, wbcre a 3îcrader fieure was
,2lwa.ys to b:- foiènd rcadirip or bc' pir.g hlm ta paint or ekctcb zorne pretty
bit of ecenery frum the oriel winduiw, w'bich plcased hlm the rnost.

IVhca- shc loft Wally'à side, bie wauld growl e'ut.
I hta girl Tou arc to flit ci, jusi as a fellow is getting on, ta, su

nicely.",
Fatiý;ucd sriib s0 xucb confinement, Sbeila would perbape try ta escape

fur a few rzin-tc.a brcath ot a.r, Lu.t witbuut a znurmul rciumn itu Les Jutic3
wjtb a swcet sniile, notwitbs' qndiug bis sullen comislainings."

1,You a-re vers cruel and thaughiless ta oua sa unseifish aud kind," the
baronex sxid aimost stcrnly, hajpening to enter the zaom ornt avcr.ing aLd
overbea-. tha coni criaaiau.

IlPcrbaps you wauldn't b:- sa ger.lle and courîcous," rctGited Wiy
"ifou werc cared up as 1 amn, besides Sheila bclaugs ta me, and omis me,

she was engagcd ta anu.se and cutertain me."
A sigb of puty e:ca-, d Sir J abu as bce gazzad witb alrnost aversion on the

dark visage of tha- lad, laienc as it waa with selfisb, quemulous irnpctuosity.
"I e must try ta qucil a feeling oi tyranny, ual indulgt il," repr.x'ed

bis fatber gravely.
I I'! nu use prcachinig, 1 arn wbat I amn, I ;.m flot over salisfiled witb

myseif. 1 eau assuso VOU." hae reîumncd ircni*cally.
"*Yen arc pale, Shcilà, corne tell rue, are sou happy," asked Sir John,

ca;cbirag op ta bc.r on the fo'.owing muorning, as she vrae about ta dan, out
iuta the Stounds, becliavirig ha was sale up3tairs 'riîh Wally.

Il Iappy I ycs, Sir John," abc rcplicd, casting down ber cycs in tirnid
rare-tve, for sorncbow in the haudso:ue brouzed face and fine dazk pcuetrat-

ing cyca she fancicd there lurkcd more than a passing intereat when hat
apoke Io her, and iL made ber aby, why abc could flot have cxplained.

IlI wish you iYould corne for a canter aver the hbil, confinement is
making sad ravages with the peachea on those cheeks, little lady," ho said,
a cares of oubtlie mcaning in his voice, which, sent a thrill of nimeleas joy
through lier vtinF.

"1 cannot ride," she admittcd.
"Ai the botter, I can teach you thoD."
1 haven't tirne," she put in swiftly, thinkirg ahe bar! bzhaved p.-rhaps

too boldly fer him. lier employer, ta suggest euich a q ice: thinz as scampor.
ing over the country with hier, a p %id dependent i I bis owu household,

IlI must run away now, pleaso," sho ventured ta blurt out rather trem-
ulously.

IlWhy in such a hurryt I arn sure WalIy cari das for an hour by himuseuf,
you over indulge hlm, 1 fear."

"He frcL3 il he ie left too long, sou kuow ;" ahe put in.
"You have moi told me when we are ta commence our riding leeson," bie

persistcd, hie eyos riveted on the pretty graceful figure, one tiny foot halt
buried In the crneiald tuif, that was now sparklang like diamonds with
frosty tears froin, benven.

"What a cbarraing lutte arcature it is," lie tbougbt Ilwith a face and
foira; a king's daugbtor might covet, yet forced by circum3 tances ta earn lier
oivn bread."

IWally ivjll get ever so crosàs and sulky if I stay away so long," she
caid firmly.

IlIL strikes me I amn gettang an impreaonable idiot," hc tbought, pul.ing
himself together witb an effort.

IlI will flot detain you any longer, if sou promise ta corne by-and-by
and choose tout or the stableô a pony you would Jike taz sont ovra use."

Therc was such a fervor and depth in hic voice, deapite the curb bie bad
tried so long ta put on blimself, that she looke-d up with startled eyes, and
en expression of gravity stole river ber fâce, while lier sweet curveid lips
quivered with pain, for, ta ber itimple nature, it seemed impossible thia
wealthy btruuut cuuid dea i er WorLhy ta Wuo as the future Mi.stress of
Ravensconît.

Il Ie i; ouly mocking me - it le tao bid," waa ber inward comment.
Wbile hoe tormented hirneeif with the idea that Ivon Russel, wbo at this

junctura sauntered t.owards :hcm looking rich in youth and manly vigor,
had probably da.71--d ber y oung sensea.

Hie impression was confirmed when abc sprang forwattd ta tako the
buncli af snowdrops hie beld out for her.-

IOh, wbat sweet unite darlings," she exclaimed ; Swhere did you find
tbem, Mr. Ruasel?1" in hier excitemeut ail shyncess had led, and she was
once more the fascinating witching fairy wbo had stolen away the senses of
the grave master of Raveuscourt.

IlDown in thit hollow by the old mil], covered over witb a coat of«!uow
wbich has kept thern suug."

"lI will takre theru ta %Vally ; ho will bie no pleased," she observred, flit-
'1:; vr itb a bright smilo and a graceful inclination of ber proud hit

bead.
These words, Iltake thein to WVaily," eeredl Sir John, since it said

plainiy, she did not value tbem as an- especial git. BIat ta assure bimself
that ber words wcra flot idie ones; he brtook bimseif ta bis son'a zoom, and
aaw bier run up ta bim, and tbrust tbe aimple littie flDwcets io bis thin,
eagor fingers.

Essy, who bad just eacaped from the school.roorn, cricid out:
*"W'herc did you get thase snowdrops fromn,Sheila I do tell me, themes a pot."

"Mr. Russel juet Save thora to me for-for 'y.
"I shall be jealous, thon, if ho doesn't, serve me alkc," aho cbirped.
'rou are not an invalid," put Làa the baronet.
Ncither is Shcila,"' that young persan retorted with a drali comical

twinkle in bier cyes that set tbemn ail emiling. I shall have ta taire
Master Ivan ta task,' shc addcd, trying tu look dignifled, ' and rcmind
him tbcrc arc two lsdics ta scatter bis favors upan."

This speech sent WVally into a fit of convulcive laughter, for the contrast
b.-tween the Ink sî4incd black-!egged Esay, with the dainty silk gowned girl,
wbosc collara and cui r aed with tho snJVrdrOP3 th st lay scatýered on Wally's
trge wae lidicrous. IlYou are uot a little vain, sis," bie burgst ont blundly,
when he could catch bis broatb.

Il Da't yeu know vanity is the chief blot of aur family ? abe retorted
pertly ;' Fcc bow fine it In ta tread iu the shoas cf one's illustrious
afleestora."

Sa Jorkn tu,1 h;s leare, lest lie should say samcthîog la reprujoi ta bis
pet chiid, and sa mur tbe bîrmony of the trio.

As lame worc on Sheila did mot find ber lite quite a b:-d of rusas, for
thea'tava.&d bccame tmure czact.ng and irritable thau ever, wben ahe was
out of sighî, whila the barouet iuuaed iu secret ut bier avaidauce of hlm.

lic positively hzzrgcred te, gaz.: iuto those soft camnest cyas, Wu atouse
the cleccuic carrent ai( passion wbich ha instinctivcly tekt dwelIt in ber
niature if iu could bc aroustd.

lie hall watcbei, wish a!mas; lealous anger, th: tenderneu s avished on
bis boy.

He bad scen bcr twicc bier arims around bis ueck ta coax hlm iuto a
good humor, and even kiss bim tenderly, as alie would preas bis pour,
wcary bcad close ta ber bosom.

.And all ibsis lime Sbcila was Iretting ber innocenti bearu out 'with tho
huminatiug bet that this bavcn ci peacoe would s ion b: bue. a dreain of
brici bappiness, th3t. iu fac; , sho wruld b: forced Io fly from the toa ardent
baronct, wbose es-amy look told the admiration sbe bad inspired.

Thst ha could tbiuk cf wooing ber for a wifc necr cutcrcd ber mnd;
5b0 z dowcrlcsa, friaudcas3 orpbau,
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