THE

CRITIC,. \

Ttaly has enough to do to dispoge of 199 members of the Mala Viw
Society at present under ariest at Basi,  Ske ought to be deeply obliged to
New Orleans for disposing of a few members of the Malia,

The promised improvement in the publishing of the proceedings of the
Local Legislature, by ominivg the long winded and uresviug debates, and
giving an official synopsis in tha daiiy press, is one that will be warmly wel-
comed. Tur Critic hasalways deprecated the publishing of the debates in
full, and giving inquiring minds a dflicult picce of work to cxtract tne gist
of the matter without speading an undue length of time over it.  Owing 10
this difficulty many people, to whom freshness of news was not an mpor-
tant point, have been in the babit of resdivg papers publisked in Touronto
and elsewhere, in order to see a concise telegraphic report ot the doings of
our legisiators. Now, however, that the Government has decided to yield
to the wishes of the Opposition and mueke the desired chauge, the public
will be able to get the news up to date. Not only will the reading public
be benefitted by not having to wade through the debates, but the increased
amount of news the daily papers will be able to give by reason of the rclief
of pressure on their space will be highly appreciated.  Usually, during the
session, the news is very seriously shortened, and the public have to suffer.
The matter of paying for the printing in the daily papers of the official
reporis wag also discussed in the House, with the result thet it has been
decided to pay for them.

In a late number of the Arema Professor Alfred Russel Wallace, of
evolution fame, has been writing on the subject of ghosts, under the title of
“ What are Phontoms and why do they appear?” Alter examming the
evidonce at some length Dy, Wallace cowmes to the conclusion that the
apparitions which from time to time sppear are indeed none other than the
spirit forms of the dead. As illustrating the impossibility of the telepathic
hypothesis of communication between living persons he cites the oxpenience
of Mrs. Storie, of 2dinburgh, who one night saw in a dream her twin
brother knocked dowa by a train, after which sho saw a railway compart-
mentin which sat a gentleman she knew, the Rev. Mr. Johnstono, She
afterwards learnt that her brother had been run over and killed by a traiu
at the moment of her dream, in which train Mr. Johnstone wasseated. But
as it was impossible for Mrs. Storie’s brother to know that Mr. Johnstone
was in the train, Dr. Wallace argues that this knowvsledge could only have
been acquired after death. The Professor also tells a story of a Yorkshire
vicar in New Zealand, who was saved from drowning by heaning a voice
saying to him before gong 10 Led, after arranging to be called by a boating
party next morning, * Dun't go with thuse men " ** Why not?” asked the
vicar. The voico answered, ** You are not to go.” He asked, *“ How can
Ihelpit? They will callme up.” The voice rephed, * You must bolt
your door.” Hedid so. The party rattled st his door in the morning, but
as he did not stir went away. A few hours afterwards he heard that they
were all drowned. From these and from other acts Dr. Wellace regards it
as proved that the so called dead stll live, and that some of them under
special conditions and in various ways make their oxistence known to us.
The Doctor then asks what reasonable explanation can be given ot the
causes and purposes of these pbenomena?  Ile admits that most of their
communications are trivial and commonplace. This is because the mojonty
of those who dic are trivial and commonplace. Secondly some ate con-
deemed to baunt the places where they comwit crumes as a kind of penal
servitude, ever continuing to re-epact those crimes. Thirdly good and
benevolent spirits wish whenever possible to give some messago to their
friends, Dr. Wallace's conclusion of the whole matter is that if we look
upon these phenomena not as anything superaatural, butas the naturaland
orderly exercise of the faculties of the spintual being for the purpose of
communication with those still in the physical body, we shall find every
objection answered and every difficulty disappear. But if so then why do
not more benevolent spirits commuaicate wuh their relatives and fricnds ?

The recent vote in the Imperia’ House of Commons against the con-
tinuance of the "adia opium traffic with China, wil}, it is hoped, result in
the final abandonment of the infamous trade. Petitions, both from India
and China have been largely signed, showing that the Christians of those
countties are anxious to have the traffic put a stop to, Bisbop Joha F,
Hunt, in the Clhautauguan for March, in regard to the opiuw trade, says:
—* Anyone standing on the quay of the Hugli, at Calcutts, can frequently
see 2 monotonous train of waggons, drawn by toiling, puffing bullocks.
The progresss is very slow, for the burden is heavy. The waggons are
piled up with chests, all of equal size and appearance. The contents are
to be inspected and then shipped to China and other countries. What ere
the contents? Opium and nothing else. It is England's greatest contribu-
tion to the world's wretchedness. The relation of the culture of the poppy
in India to the happiness of the people is very close. The temptation is to
plant the herb, for the profit from it is far grester thanfiom any cereal.
The cultivation of the poppy in Malwah results in from three to scvea times
the smount derived from wheat and other cereals, and sometimes frum
twelve to twen®> times as much. Tho constant tendoney is to put a larger
avérsge into the cultivation of the poppy. Now and then large tracts of
country are visited with great famines. Experience bas proved that in
these very districts the poppy is most cultivated. Not envugh cereals are
cultivated to supply the people with foud when any great freshet, drought,
or other calamity befalls. Behar, the very homs of the poppy-culture, for

exatple, was visited by three great famines in cight years. The culture of
the poppy and the manufacture of opium, thercfore, are co-existent with
famine. 1In 1883 the area of territory devoted to the culture of the poppy
in Bengal was 876 454 acres.  Anyone can cultivate the poppy who desires ;
but the Government having still the monopoly, is the only purchaser. ‘The
native gets about 35, 61 per pound, But the Government must make its
prcfit, and so it sells the opium at r1s.a pound. The profit, therefore,
irstead of going into the Iaborer’s hand, goes into the treasury of Christian
India The price of opium in India depends upon its range of price in the
Chiunese markets.  Afier all expenses are paid, the snpual revenue to the
Government is upwards of £9,000,000 sterling, gross, and £6 ooo,000 ster-
ling net.” 1f any man or men can succced in overturning this vast
mackine of mammon, a greater victory than that of “I'rafalgir or \Waterloo

will be wou, ~
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TIE LINOTYPE.

The Linotype machine recently introduced into the Gavernment priat.
ing office at Ottawa marks a revolution in the art of printing. The *art
preservative of arts * has not since its invention received such an impulse
as the use of the Mergenthaler Linotype machine is destined to impart.
Especially in great daily newspaper offices, where the amount of matter to be
set is large and the time within which it must be done limited, will the lino-
tpye work a revolution. By this machine one man does the work of fonr
or five irained hand compositors, and with an accuracy, clearness and
legibility which type can never attain. Forsome years these machines have
been in use in the New York Tribune office, the Louisville Cuarier Jonrnal,
the Chicigo News, Providence Juurnal and the Brooklyn Standard Univa.
Within a few months they have been introduced in the offices of the New
York Herald, Commeiciul Bulletin, the Lroy, N. Y., Press and in the Print-
ing Bureau at Ottawa, They bave also been successfully introiuced in
Great Britain, Mor: than two millions of dollars hive been spent in
bringing the machir. to their present development, and the work of im-
provement goes stead.ly on. The Standard-Union, of Brooklyn, N Y.,
says the Linotype machives have been in use in that office for five months.
The operators are compasers from the cases and had to be cducated from
the beginning, They are paid under a provisional arrangement—g@z2
per week of six days of eight hours each actual compositian on the machine,
They like the work and pay both better than that of the case. A case of
infringemext of the Mergenthaler patent recently came beforo United States
Julge Laccmbe, which was speedily seuled by granting a preliminary
injunctisa against the only competing michine which ever attempted io
dispute the claims and merits of the Mergenthaler. As the decision is of
interest to publishers in particular, and also gives the general reader a fair
idea of what the machine accomplishes, the following extract from the
judgment will not bz out of place :—* The product of the combination of
machinery described in the patent and thus claimed, is a line of type, cast
in u solid bar, presenting on its printing edge any combination of letters
and printer’s marks which thc operator may desire—produced automatically.
By its use a great change is introduced into the printer’s art, whereby the
type-setting of single types is dispenscd with, and the matter is set up from
‘slugs’ or *bars,” each containing, not a single letter nor & single word,
but sny conceivabl: combination of words and figures. That such a
change in the art is almost revolutionary, seems to be practically cunceded,
the defendants insisting, however, that the werit of the invention which
effecled it, must be shared so largely with others early in the field, that
Mergenthaler can at most claim but an extremely small part of it for him-
self.  Upon the papers, however, it appears that Mergenthaler was the first
man who united in & single machine the instrumentalities which, by means
of th~ operation of finger keys, assembled, from magazines or holders,
independent disconnected matrices, each bearing a single character, carried
cach individual character independently, oue by one to a common compos-
ing point, where they were pluced in line, and were thereupon brought in
contact with and closed the face of a mould, of the exact length of a pre-
determined line, into which mould, by a subsequent operation of the same
machine, 1 >lten metal was injected and a cast taken, whkich cast consists of
a line bar of type-metal, having on its printing cdgo any desired combination
of characters, and which is ready, as it leaves the michine, for imposition
on the form. Sowmo of the advantsges secured by the Mergeuthaler machine
had existed separately befure, but all of them could not and did not exist
until some one made the combination which lies at the foundation of that
machine. When thst was once made the way was open for 3 new depar-
turo in the printer's art. The defendants themselves, in the circular which
they issuc recommending their own machine to the public, enumerate, as
among the bencefits secured by it, the getting rid of the disadvantage due to
individual type, with the dangers of *squabbling,’ the abandoning of singie
types as the unit without having to provide the two largs cascs required,
when ¢ logotypes’ are used, the avoidance of the necessity of kecping a
largo stock of type, the adoption of the line bar, cast automatically from
assembled matrices as the unit of composition, and the securing of a * new
dress ’ every day. These same results, however, are ull achieved by Mer-
genthaler’s inveantion, which, moreover, is not a mare paper machine, but
une practically operaidve. ‘The patent which covers it may therefore be
fairly considered a fuundation patent, and its claim should be broadly con-
strucd.  When thus construed, inftingement secews plain.’’  Ia offices whore
tho amouunt of work is small and the time for accomplishing it ample, hand
composiag will of course hold its own for many year.
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