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THE VOLUNITEER REVIEW

Is publishod EVERY MONDAY MORNING, at
OTTAWA, Dominfon of Canadn, by DAWSON
KERR, Proprictor,

TRRM3~TWU DOLLARS per annum, strictly
{n advaney.

TO CORRESPONDENTS

All Commuanleations regarding the Milltia or
Valuniteor movemont, or for tho Sditorial Dopart.
mont, should be addressed to the Editorof Tiux
VOLUNTERR RRVIKW, Uttawa.

Communicatlons Intended for nscrtion should
bo writton onone sido of the paper only

Wo cannot undertako to return rejected com-
munications, Correspondents must invariably
rend us, confldontinlly, thetr name and address,

All tottors must bo Post-paid, or they will rot
bo tanken out of the Post Oftice.

Adjutants and Ofticers of Corps throughout the
I’rovinces ara particularly requaested to favor us
regularly with wookly {nformation concerning the
movemonts and dolngs of their respeotivo Corps,
inoluding the fixtures for ¢iril), marching out, riflo
practico, &c.

Weshall feot obliged tosuch to forward all {n-
formation of this kind as early as possible,so that
may reach us in timo for publication.

OUR AGENT.

e beg to notify onr numerous friend.  *sub.
sorlbers that Mr. J. J. BrLL {8 authoriscd v actas
Getternl Travelling Agent for THHE VOLUNTEER
REVIEW; to recelve subscriptions and transact
any other business conneeted with the paper

@he Volunteer Bebick,

AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

** Unbribed, unbought, our swords wo draw,
'To guard tho Monarch fence the lnw.”

OTTAWA, MONDAY, APRIL 6, 1868

ANY-BORE SIMULTANEOUS MA’I“CH.

We tako following from the English Vol
unteer Service Gazette, of the.14th ult:—

To the Editor of the Volunfeer Service Gazette.
Siz,—In order that competitors may be
enabled as soon as possible to arrange their
various en§agemonts for the coming season,
will you allow mo to state that the three
competitions in the Any bore Simultaneons
Match will take place in the three weeks of
June 1—20. The Rules will be issued in
April; meanwhile it may be interesting to
know that, besides tho squads entering ir
Australia, we are promised two squads ¢
competitors in Canuds on this occasion.
The matches will be (1) at 500 and 600 yards,
(2) at 900 and 1,000 yards; ten shots at each
range. Both matches may be fired on the
same day. Theré will also be a match be-
tween Club Squads.—Yours faithfully,
J. MacGREGOR,
Temple, March 11, 1868.
As some of our Volunteers are anxious to
participate in these matches, we hope no
time will bo lost, by the varisus Rifle Asso-
ciations, in making tho necessary arrange.
ments for competition with thewr brothren
Jn Eungland, who thue afford them a good
opportunity for displaying their skill.

poses, in preforonce to creating a distinctivo

THE NEW MILITIA BILL.

‘This moasuro 8o long nnd anxiovsly ox-
pected bhas at length beon laid bofore the
House of Commons by tho Hon, Mr, CARTIKR,
who in doing 80 gave & completo and ox-
haustivo oxpositionof tho proposed moasur'e
which was received very favorably Ly tho
ITouse. Tho new Bill whilo combining
cheapnoss with economy is framed upon tho
principle to which wo have before alluded in
these columns, viz: tho education of the
whole male population for defonsive pur-

Militia element; or, in other words, arming
the nation instead of establishing o standing
armey, Tho Hon. Minister of Militia in
framing his measure has shown uo small
amount of discrimination and tact with
knowledgo of thoe subject with which ho had
todeal. Thero can bo no doubt but this
question is one of the most momontous and
difficult problems which the Govornnfent
has to solve, but there can be little doubt
but tho measure proposed is about the best
that could be devised under the very pecu.
liar circuinstances of our country. The Bill
divides the Militia into two groat divisions,
the Active and Reserve. The former, as we
understand it, to consist of the forces actu-
ally onrolled or those liable to be called
upon toserve botweon the ages of 18 and 60,
The whole male population of the country
being divided into four classes, the first be-
tween 18 and 30, unmarried and widowors
without children. Tho second those from
30 to 45 years of age of the same class., The
third to be composed of those from 18 to 45
married men and widowers with children,
and tho fourth and lust class to congist of
all betweoen the ages of 45 and 60.

This division of the population, we think,
is about tho best that could be made con-
sidering the condition of the peonle socially
and otherwise. The firsu class to be called
upon to serve are those whose withdrawal:
from the usual-pursuits of life will be least
injurious to the country,as it consists entirely
of the floating or unsettled portion of the
male inhabitants; and is actually the ole-
ment, should danger a .se, that would be
themost likely toswell the ranks of the
Volunteers. But perhaps one of the best
foatures of the proposed law is that which
provides for the training of Officers for tho
whole force.  The duivision of the Dominion
nto nine Districts which are again subdi
vided into Regimental and Company Di-
visions, will give a forco of not less
than 40,000 men for training each year. By
some this number may be considered rather
small, but when we come to consider that,
the possibility of a larger force Yeing. rer:
quired is very improbable, and . if suck
should bo the case the elasticity of thoe sys.
tem admits of an increase to any amount
required ; besides it would not be judicious
to draw any considerable numbér of the
peoplo from active pursuits. fo¥ éyen 'short

period, for, in & country where every ope.

must labor of necessity in some capacity, it
is desivablo that us little draln as possible
shoulld be made upon their resources,

"This Bill which places tho sholo forco of
the Dominon on one footing also extends
to tho Maritimo Provinces the benefits of
tho Military Schools, whero thoy will bo
ostablishoid undor its provisions. But aparf
from the mero details of tho measure, the
Muistor of Militia has wisely framed its
provisions in roferenco to our dependonce
upon the Mother Country, the wholo j,0wer
of which would ho oxorted in our behalf in
the evont of war,  In this respoct the large
addition to our forces of 70,000 soa-faring
mon givos tho Dominion the moans for the
crostion of 2 Naval power which would make
a respectablo comparison, considering ow
population, with any nation in the world.
But it is not contomplated to inteiforo with
thia class unless in tho event of hdstilities,
for they, moro than any other portion of the
people, would suffer by interruptjon of their
rogular pursuits,

The various details necessary for the car-
ryingout of the system has, very properly,
we think, been omitted, and left to bo ar-
ranged by order in Council, from time to
timo as the exigencies of the service may
requiro. For the nine Military Districts
there will be o Staff Officer in command of
onch with a sufficient staff’ to carry out offi-
ciently the provisions of the law. The ex-
ponso attending these appointments will be
slight in comparison to. the service they will
reader to the eeffctual organizetion of the
Militia, and the means they wili provide for
the mobility of the force.

The exemptions from service are very
few, in fact only those who it would be im-
possible to remove from {heir ordinary
duties, such as J .«ges; even Quakers uun-
der certain circumstances will be required
to onrol themselves. Thereis also o groat
improvement in the manner of enrollment ;
tho old system under the assessment laws
cotld never bo made to work satisfactorily ,

Captains of Companies will be emé)owered
to make the enrelment for their Company
Division, and have the right to make all
necéssary inguiries for that purpose.

The whole smount of mongy required to
carry out this scheme is estimated at $900,-
000. Taking tho proposed measure in all
its bearings we think it is .a vast improve-
ment upon any of a like nature ever sub.
mitted to the country, and we think it1s
overy way caloulated to meet the require
ments of the Dominion for establishing a
uniform, complete and comparatively cheap
means of defence, We would iike to seet
mote.liberal allawance to Voluntaer officers
for, after all, it is mainly upon them that
the -efficicncy of the Force will in a great
mensure depend. There can be no doult
but that, in ’ssuming the responsibilities of
the oflice of Minister of Militia, Mr. Cartisr
had io face difficultics of no ordinary na-
turs, but the energy of hischaracter and the
care and labor he brings to overy task he
underiakes, well qualifies him to deal =th
the difficulties of his position, and we are
glad to. see he has so well performed his
.paxt, which is indeed what wo fully expect
.ad and were prepared for,



