Joe? 31, 1874.)

A

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

848

: o

eermamrere—

Wx have to thaunk the Sscrotary of tha 9.0.R-A., not later than the 24th May.! tachmonts to work these guns varies from

Province of Quebeo Kiflo Assooiation for '
copy of the report for 1873, by whioch it ap.|
peurs the aflairs of the Institution ure in a
flourishing condition, At ameeting held
in the Mechanios Institute, Montreul on’
Tth Moy lust, the (ollowing oflicers were |
elected snd business transacted :—

Minutes of the fifth annuul meeting of the
Provinco of Quebuece Rifle Association, Leld!
in Montreul, on tho Tth Muy 1874,

Presuat—LivutenantColonels McEwohren,
McKny, Bucon, llanson, Rogers, DeBelle-
feuille, Kiug, Miller, Bethune, Fletcher,
Woriley, and Murtin; De. Coates ; dMnjors
Aylmer, Sinton, Frager nnd Amyrauld ;
Captains Johnson, Wall and Androws,

}n the nhsonce of the Presiient, Lieut,
Colonel McEghren, C.M.G,, Vice President
took the Chuir,

1, The Sccretary read his Reovort, which
was by motion adopted, and ordered to be
printed.

2, TheTrensurer read his statement,which
had been audited and reported correct by
the Au litors, The statement was received
and ordered to be printed with the report.

3. The election of olfice bearers then took

lace. Thefollowing were elected :
‘To ba Patron—ton. Réud E lounrd Caron,
Lieutenant Governor.

‘I'o be Presilet.t—Lioutenant Colonel C. J.
Brydges, re-elected, .

Vice Presidents—Andrew Allan, Isq,,
Lieutenant Colone! Mclachern, € M.G.
lieutenant Colonel Grant®Lieutenant Col.
MeK 1y, Lisutensut Colanel King Livut. Col.
Hickson, Livutenant Colunel Strunge, Liout.
Colonel Alleyn, Robert Hawmilton, Esq.
Allan Gilwmour, Esg, Captam Esduile, I
Bocket, E+q.

Secretury—Lieutenant Colonel Fletcher,
re elected,

Preasurer—XM jor D. Torrence Fraser, re-
elected,

Auditcra—LieutenantColonel McEachern,
Lieutenunt Colonel Bucon, Lieutenant Col,
H.nzon,

Executive Officers Lieut. Col Worsley,.
Mujor tlon. M. Aylmer,

Executive Comwmittee—~The Presilent,
Secretwy, Treasurcr and Executive oflicers
ex-oflicio, Lieutenant Colonels McKuy,
Bacon, Rugers, Betbune, D’Orsonuens,
Lamontagne, Hickson, Bond, {liuson and
Miller ; Captaius Eudaile, Morgan, Johuson
aud Thomas,

Surgeon—Dr. Coates, 51st Batt.

OOMMITTEE TO COLLECT SUBSORIPTIONS POR THY
NEXT PRIZE LIST.

Lieutenant Colonel MeKay, Licutenant
Colonel Bacon, Litutenant Colunel Bund,
J W Molson, BEsq., Captain Esdale, I
Beckett, Esquire, with the ‘l'reasurer und
Executive Utlicers.

4. It was resolved -that the Annual
Matches be held on the 11th August and
followng days, and that the targets bo the
same u3 thuse used at Wimbledony ths
year,

5. A circular letter from the Secretiry of
the Dominion Rifle Association was read, to
the effuct, that the sclection of marksmean
for the Team tor Wimbldon was to be made
by the Presidents ofithe Provincinsl Associa
tions, who were to send a list of 13 names

> each, with the scores made in 1873, the dis*
tences, dates and places of maiches where,
the sgores were made, also the rank, occu-
pation and status of each competitor. This
list is to Le sent to tho Seoretary of the

After sume discussion, f motion was mado
and' cartied unanimously.

* The system of last year bo adopted for
the selection of Compotitors for the Pro-
vinee of Q 1ebos.—v1z, by u competitiou for
that purpose, ng the proposition of the Do
minivn e Assocition tor the seleciion of
competitors for this your {3 consilered ime
practicable 3 and that the Secrotary of tho
D.C.R.A, Lo notitied that such n competi-
tion will bo buld if » week's delay 13 given,
81y to the 30th Muy,"

6. Moved by Licutenant Colonol McICny,
and second by Cuptrin Johusouy,

«‘Pht the sum of one huadred dollurs
by given to the Secretary for his services
for the past year."—- ‘urriod.

7. Votes of thuks were passed to the
officars of the past year, and to Lieutenant
Celouel Mc¢E whern for his uble porformance
of the duties of Chairmn,

The meuting then adjrurned.
Jony Frercasr, Lieut.-Col,,
Seeretary, P.Q.R.A.

FIPTU ANNIU'AL, REPORT OF THE PROVINCE OF
QUKUEC RIFLE ASIQOLATION.

A statemenl of the proceedings of the
past yeuar show that the work for which the
Association was formad, wis cirvied out
cfliciently and successtully. A competition
was hewd at Lot St. Charles for the seloo
tion of mm ksmen for the Teatn for Winbie
don, and the credit of the Province was
fully maiintained at Wimbledon by the wmen
80 sclected.

Our Aununl Prize mecting was held at
Point 3t,Charles on the 12th Augustand fol
losing days. The totul numbver ol compaeti
tors was 1110, showing o decrease ot 93 tromn
1872 ; but taking into account that there
was one match less, the decrease does not
show any reil falling off i the actual num
ber presentat the meoting.  The toutches
were ull contest , and the finng better
thiun ut sty fyrmer meeting.  Tuirteen Bat.
talions etered for the Butulion Match.being
one over the numuver in I1872,  ‘The first
prize was won by the Ist Batt. G. I, Rilles,
with & scorve of 197, bewg 21 over the score
of the previous yeur.  I'he Brydges Chal
lenge Cup was won by Lieutepsnt Whitman
of the 60ihh Batt,  His Excellency the Gov
emot General, Lord Dutlerin olfered tvo
silver medals, which wili be presented when
received, to the liughest aggregute scores
made by the Smder and Small Bore R.Hea,
ThLe winners are Sergeant Wynne, M.G.A.,
Snider, and Mujor Cotion, A Battery, small
bore.  Qur aAssociation having aflitlicted
with the National Rille Association, we huve
received their valuavie silver med i, wineh
will be computed lor this year at our annual
matches.

D e ———

Tas following lettrr on the equipment of
Field Artillery Is ol importance to our 1ead-
ers of that arm of the service, 1t has been
copie.d fiow Broad Arrow of 25th June, and
in connection with a lecture on breech luad-
ing and muzzle lowding guns is the best
practical essuy wo have seen oo arullery for
sowe time,

Si.—Tha ohj-ct of my previous letters
has beon to show tho propriety of adopting
for our ight field batteries a system of dnli,
in which mancmuvring with wagons shall be
entirely omitted. It liis incidentally been
shown that at present the strength of de.

si1x to nine men, anl that no one mathod of
carrying them is adhered to. When the
wagon nccompanica the gun, with the full
doetachment of nino mon, six of them mount
on tho wagon nnd its limber; but the
4 Manual of Artillery Exercises,’’ published
lnst yenr, directs that ** wheun the gunis nos
wccompanied by its wagon,' two men are
carried on the axle tree se:uts, and three on
tho limber, minking, with the sergeant, who
is on horsevack, a total of mx.  Nuthing is
laid down in this onse as to how the rest of
tho detuchment nro to provesd. A quotation
from the latest * I maal of Field Arullery
Ixercises,’ viz, thit of 1301, shows su ad.
mission by authority that four men nre sufl
fisient to work the [2pounder Armstiong ia
uction,  But evensupposing this to be in-
tended for temporary occision, we hive
since then introduced a stili lightor gun,the
muzzle louling rifled 9pounder, which is
rapidly superseding theArmstrong. 35batter
ies being urated with the former,while elvven
only remuie armed witk: the latter gun, If
we comparo the weight of trail in ths newer
guns with that of the old smooth bore guns
thoy replace, it will perhiaps be ullowad thre
it is necessary to keep up detachments of
nine men for the service of each in uction,
us this number was originully tixed tor much
heuvier guns, und thitsix men beinyg quite
us many us are requured to work the gun,
whille any above that number seriously in-
torfore with its wanbility, iv woald be batter
w parado uli abLove that number us » re-
serve,

I shall briefly compare the,weightsof teail
and of guns on their cacringes, as it is in
litiing the former when * limuaring up'and
* unlimbering,” and 1 deagging the latter
ferward gr buokward into suttable positions
that the severest straid is put upon the gun-
ners' Strongth,thires men betug the number
to lift the trail, and two mire dded to man
the wheols when the gun bas be run forwurd
orbauck  ‘I'ue weight ot the tryil of old
stnooth bore 24-puunder howitzer 18 3U81bs.;
oid smooth bore 9pounder gun, 259hs, ; 12
pounder  Atnstrong, 215'bs ;  9pounder
rifled muzzle-loarer, 140ibs, Here we have
tn the new gan less thun hulf the weight to
lift thit there is in tho old howitzer, and
each of the 17 smoo h bore batteries stillin
Iudia has two such howitzers.

Tho respec.ive weights of the old and new
guns, inc.ading their oa tuges, are— 24pdr,
howitzer, 27 cwt.; 9pounder smooth bore
gun, 251 cwt.; lZpounder Armstrong, 20
ewt; 9pounder rifled gun,19 cwt. Theabove
spenks for itself,

When the gun is not nccompnied by its
wagon and the strength of detuchuients
does not exceed five or six, two ditlerent
modes of carrying the men, each of which
has its advaniages, appear to be contempla.
ted by the authorities.lor the otf'centrs and
offfront horses huve for some yeurs been pro
vided with s1ddles instead of haraess pids,
as if tho intention were to mount twool the
gunuers on those horses. Tins arrungement
svemns now hikely to be superseded by that
of the uxle tree seats. It sevms, however,
questionable whether a inan on the off centre
horse, with two on gun limber, would not
be ulmost better than three men crowded on
the latter,and if bo were chosen from among
the drivers, 1t would obviate the necessity of
putting uny gunners thrd:h the riding
school, which leads wo complicarionin cloth.
Ing accounts, &¢,, snd 18 in «ather respects
#is0 wmconvenientin a {i 1d battery. The
duty of No. 6 in serving the guu in action
is such as any driver could performy, At
present the drivers’ valises _are, on the



