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According to Broad Arrow of 2Tth July he
Lias appenred in o new character, and as ho
1s & good imitation of Buckixanasu barring tho
licentioisness, ro, acenrding to our contom:
porary, ho makes a passibla Gry Fawges
barrine the courage,

It {s ovident the people of Englaml owe
Messrs. Grapstone and Lowe a deep debt of!
gratitude for tho munifest caro taken of their
interests—espocially such of the mercantile

voxperiment wfth gu . cotton s the Sthoof

3 is takken from tho Bread Arrow—its vilue

class a8 havo anything to sell—tho experi-

enco of ordinary political fifo does not exhib. |

it » Promier and Chancellor of the Exchegur
in the light of scientists in urtillery and mu- A
nitions of war. Why was not Jouy Bugnr O tho old system with gan and all completo 1

present to witness tho expariment?

Happy England ! where practical scienco
is like Burten's description of puritan inspir-
ation 1=

A liberal nek that needs no patng

Of study, industry, or bratus,
The post toas skatlered nnd the glazing only
cost £100, Chenp wasu't it?

WThose who, liko ouraelves, weraanywhere
within half o mile radius of Downing Strect
on Thursday, must have been nlarmed by
the roar of n sudden esplosion, and a shock
which brought to our vivid remembrance the
catastrophe in tho days of Fenian nacendancy
in Clerkenwell. ‘Tho noise came from the
direction of the saluting-ground in St
James's Park ; but there were no guns there,
and if there hind been, no pieco of orduance
that we knosw of could have been capable of
making such a sound, unless 1t had been ront
i pieces by n more than usually recalcitrant
specimen ot a studded projectile.  Our firat
impression was that the T'reasury or the
Houses of Parlinment had been blown into
the air; but, baving pressing business to at-
tend to which preventad our mnking imme-
dinto inquiries. it was not until tho mystery
was <olyed by a statement in the Echo—n
very proper oi1gan for such n roeport—thut
our anxiety as to the safety ot ** My Lords"
ws relieved, and the truth mnde manifest.
We have heard rumours before of Mr, Glad
stong’s Popish tendgncies, and it now ap-
pears thiat ho huas been experimenting in the
charncter:of a nineteenth century Guy Faux,
having bad o lurge rost put upin‘the parden
adjoining his official residenco. 1n which sev
eral holes were bored nnd filled with gun
colton; the explosion of whick by means of
electricity caused tho deafening roar that
alarmed the neighbourhood, and shook the
glass.out of the ‘Government windows ina
showeyr of dangerous fragments. There is
tomething in this experiment souhin to what
recently oceurred ut Sheerness, whea the
authorities were handling a torpedo which
turned upon them like a snake that ungrate
fully stings its benefuctr, that we are ata
loss whit 10 think. Who woutd have sup
posed the members of thé Government hsd
sas00n recovered from their alarm, and were
aiain playing with theso dangerous corabus-
tibles? or if such n thought could have en-
tered into some wild imaginution, who would
have dreamt that tho ‘lreasury garden had
bieen selected for the site of the experiment?
We are not surprised that XMr, fowe and Mr.
Gladstone should have appeaved ab the gar
den gate, white and agitated, a8 if uncertuin
for the o wment whether they should not find

thosky bluakened with the fulting fragments

of the, ruin they had wrought, However, all's
well that ends well. Tueta is u guod job for
the Government glazier ; and the trightened
pentries, though nearly blown off their legs,

have happlly racovered their *five wita”
Mr. Gladstonn had better reservo his next

Novenghoe *

ER-t-auieiagtentury

Tae following oo tion of a gpeech in tho
British Huuso s Luitinons on tho 101h July,

with reforence W the all important question
of Artillery is sulliciently apparent.

It would appear Lhat tha cost of throwing
8 G0V, shot would Le sven pounds sterling,
and the tachinery for the samo £3,483 stig.
Twenty thirty-two poutnler guns of cast iron

would cost  £LGOO:  wne round ench
would cost <1y five  puuads,
gun would Le sufu to fire at lest five bun
dred shot; an the whole £2.500 sterling.
worth of ammunition,the *“\Woolwich Infant”
is totally disabled after fiting £360 worth at
her oightiath vound.

‘I'ho lesson for the political cconomist is
tho value the country has secured by adopt
ing tho monster. To tho practical man
whether a gun throwing a 603 1b, builet can.
not bs manufuctured of cast iron as chanply
or nearly 8o as twenty 32-pounders, and sus-
tain the effect of discharging the same weight

of metal, or about 500 rounds without break.
ing down. ‘

Tue Wootasicy [Nvaxt,~ Lord Elcko, speak |
ing on a subsequent vote, submitted that it
was evident the gun of the future would be .
heavier than the 25-ton gua tried ngainst the
Glatton, nnd asked a series of questions w:th |
reference to tho 35-ton \Woolwich Infant, In
the first placo ho wished to know how mny
such guns had been made, how many had
stood the trinl, with what charge thae trials,
were made, and the number of rounds fired
at the trials as compared with trials of 35-ton
guns previously ; whether the systom of rifl-
ing was approved; and lnstly the cost ofa
25-ton gun. Sir . Storkssaid he was unable
to answer alf theso question offhand, but
would do his beat. The only 35-ton gun yet
completed was the Woolwich Infant, which '
was designed for the naval service, It had-
fired 1n all 73 rounds, with charges varying
tronm: 73 1b. to 130 1b,  After the 63th round, ,
aslight crack was found in one of the groov.
es, Five more rounds, however, were fired, i
and the result was satisfactory, for it was’
found the crack did not extend. The result,
was & conclustve proof of the grent strength
of the system of construction. Some changes
might be made in that system with a view to
obtain further develpment of power, butl
enough had been done to show that tins 35}
ton naval gun was the most powerful i the |
world. The system of rifing adopted was |
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rogard to the first, o withed to know with
what charge of powder tho gun was louled
after tho thiscovery that 1v was cracked,
What number of battering cliarges was it
supposed to bo able to stand?  Wero tho
further trials with tho battering charges or
with tho reduced charges? According to
his in“ormation tho gun had sphit ia tine out
of a tatal of ten grooves fn tho A or luner
steol tube, ol it had failed whon fived with
the first full battering charge. ‘Tho condi:
tion of tho menufacturo of thete guns was
thet tho normal ehrgo shoulid bo 115 1b. of
nowder and o 700 b, projectile ; and sup-
posing his intormntion to be correct, tho
gun bnd not fullitted the conditions which
haa baen thus Lad down, e spoke n no
spirit of cavilling, bLut fiom a wish to v
public money und got the hest gun for tho
publie sepvlee. 1T hoped, thetafore, that

each ; the War Office would instituto a full inguiry

into this matter, and not be guided solcls by
whant might bo said by the parents of this
adopted child. It had no right to he called
the \oolwich system of rifing. It wus re
ally & French systom, known among cxperts
a5 ¢* Novody's child.”

Tue following description of what may
truly bo called the original from which all
modorn breoch loading weapons have been
taken is from the United States Army and
Navy Journal of 24th August. It is accom
panied by an engraving shewing a well mado
musket of tho old flint lock stylo vory neatly

| got up differing very little in oulward ap.

pearance from the Enfield Riflaof the prosent
day, nud although it is n veritable breech
loader on the design of which very little im-
provoment has been effected during the pre.
sunt ngo of mechameal wonders, it carries a
ramrod apparently for use in caso of failure
in the mechanism and as a oleaning rod.

A slight sketch of the career of tho talented
inventor and his reckless fite, as far as his
connection with North America is conoerned,
will be found in the fourth volume of the
Vorusteer Review under the hending of
#The Ruvolt of the British Amerizan Colon-
jesM .

With the talent fur blundering 50 peculiac.
ly displayed by all the British Generals
charged with restoring order in the Colonies,
Sir H. Cuixtox tho Commander-in-Chief had
decided on an expedition to South Carolina
in thoe closo of tho year 1779, the wiso object
to be attained being notbing less than the
conquest of the Middle and Northern
Colonics through the Southern.

After the capture of Charleston which
placed South Curoling in the power of the
British, Sir H, Crixtox left Lord ConnwarLis

what wis called the Woolwich system. Ho , in command and returned to Neow York.

had received no repovs with respect to injur-
ies dono to the mfling. I'he cost of the gun
was—{for wrought iron £2200; carriage, £220;
platform, without gear, £318; 100 rounds of
ammuuition, £700; the full cost was
£3590. Lord Elcho belioved the sys
tem of construction on tue whole to
boe good, biat the question was, whether the
system of rifling would stand the wear and
tear to whichit would be subjected. Now,
he koew that intelligent meéchmnies had
grave doubts on this pownt. Though only
one of these guns nhad been tested in
the test house, two had been fired, the se
cond huying only fired two shots. With

Tle plan of campaign as unfolded by that
officer was an overland march through
North Carolina, and to this end he divided
an orignally small force into numerous da.
tachments who occupied small posts or
moved about Letween given puitats on the
frontiers of North Carolina.

Those delachments were frequently com-
posed of Provincinl troops (loyalists) who had
enlisted on the British side, aud loyal muitiua
ruised in the occupied districts. At the head
of those bodies the most dashing and dig.



