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'ORAANIZATION OF ‘TIIE PRUSSIAN
ARMY

By Cov. 1L

From the UL K& Army and Navy Journal.

V.-=STAFF CORPS.

‘Tue direction of military affairs of course
is-entrusted to the War Department. The
Secrotary of War is always a general of the
army, though he is onc of the constitutional

- responsible ministers of the crown. Should
politicnl questions occasion his 1esignation,
hte may be returned to such command in the
army as his rank aud the epivion of the
king entitle him to. The War Department
is divided into two great depirtments and
some minor branches. The first or Genoeral

.. War Department has the sub-departments
for ‘infantry and cavalry service, the sub-
department of actillery, including what is
called here tho ordnance depariment, and
that of engincers. The administiative de-
partment containy the sub-departments of
clothing, subsistence, and pay. Separate
departments are those of invalids and pen-
sions, of mulitary justice, and of personals,
the latter directed by an msdjutant-general
of the King. The general staff forms a
separate corps of captains and field officers,
under tho-direction of the chief of staffl
fho greater part of the officers of the gen-
eral staff are assigned to duty with the gen
erals in command of the troops, and these
esssntially perform tho duties which in the
United- States Army are assigned to the ad-
jttant-geneérals:  Each army corps has a
-chief of staff—colonet—one ficld otlicer, and
one caplain; each division one mmjor
Brigadier-generals have one, in war two aids,
but no general staf! ofticer.

The French army carefully edueates her
staff ofticers; but once transferred to that
corps, they remain members thercof unti
they advance (o be generals. Most other
avinies follow a similar routine.  As @ gen-
eral thing, o Prussian first licutenant poo-
moted to a captainey in the geueral staff re-
mains there for two years only, and is then
teansierred to the line again as commonler
of & company or troop; and il after tw.
more years he has given as good satisfact:on
in that position as in the general statl, hv s
promated major in the stafl; andafew yens
after he may lind himself in commaned of
battalion of the line agun, prepwatocy to
going into the staff agan as a chief.

Likewise the officers on duty with the
generals commanding corps or diyisions ate
frequently transferred to the genesal stafl
in Berlin,  Nobody would constder hinsell
to be a good line oflicer in everv grade
through which he has passed.  Stagnation s
to Lie avoided, the capacity for practical ser-
vice is mnever perm’tted to ba stifled Ly
scientific pursuitsand Studies, and the widest
propagation of military knowledge desired
The chief of the geneial stafl, at present
General von Moltke, has, in peace time es-
pecially, the direction of the so called gret
general stafl’ in Berlin, aml he intro fuces
his suboidinates to the study of strategy. to
the art of movinyg great badies of troaps, of
issuing orders and dispositions, 1n 1 theovety.
¢y nud, as much as possible, m a practieat
way. Livery year tho great general stail,
after the ful mancuvies. mkes a nulitary
excusion, on howseback of course, where o
short campaugn 1s gone through withor ¢ the
troops, like a skeleton drul, the oflicers per-
forming the duties as f wm the teld.  Re-
connoissances, isstungof orders for marches,
battles, with such sketchea as are necessary,
are the exercises, m accordance with 2 sup-
position supplied by the chief. Such excur-
sions on & smaller scale take place yearly at

each army corps, when a detail of junior|

the art.  The Prussian engineers had even
before the Crimean war adapted. their ideas
to the visible increaso of powerand range of
artillery, aud had accordingly molified the
wo leading systems represented by ‘the
names of Vauben and Montalsmbert. Ifav-
g been conlirted by the siege of .Sebusto-
pol, the principle not to show any musonry
ad 1o protect the defence by a work:in the
diteh called “caponiere,” inaccessible dur-
ing the tirst stagos of the siege, is now al-
wmost wmversally acknowledged to be well
founuled,

There 15 an inspector general of nulitmy
cdueation, with o lew assistant oflicers, who
has charge and command of all military
schaols the corps of cadets, military aca-
demy, awdi others.

An inspector-general's depattment does
not exist.  1Sach commander 1y inspector of
his troops, and is responsible fop their con-
dition to his superior.

VI.—ADMINISTRATIVE CORPS,

‘Tho principlo feature of. the -adwinistra.
tive corps is that they are not composed of
officers of the army, but of civil ofticere.
With the exception of the chief of the de-
partment in the War Office (whom we would
name quartermaster-general) and & fow as-
sistauts of tins oflicer, all purchasing, for-
warding, and issuing oflicers are, toall in.
tents aml purposes, civilians.  Fhey wear
untlorns, ' that maukedly distinet, n war
only, and execrcise no mutitary authority.
‘The chief quartermister of an army corj's
(corps intendant), with lus assistants ‘and
clerks, is under the orders of his command.
mg general, Should the latter 1ssue orders
which confhiet with the regulativus and .
structions from the War Department, the
“intendanl’ has to call the attontion of the
genemi to the fact; but if the genetal does
not repeal Ins order, it 13 executed upony lus
respousibility ; and so with every . assistant.

ost quartermaster. The oflicets: of thus

The other officers are stationed at Berlin, ; officers, under the supervision of tho chuct! corps ave civilians, who enter apon this

and there especially cultivate and represent
miltary science
.iutelligence in regard to organization and,
tactics- of foreign armies, topography, mili-
taty statistics, and tho resources of their own
country in any way connected with militarg

matters. They form s sub-department for’

_historical matters, and officers of trigonome-
trical and topographical engineers, who at.
tend {0 the providing of warmaps and plans. ‘

Officers of the lino who have passed through, :able to furmish the officers of the thiv-

-the mililary academy are detailed to these: tean engineer battahions of the North Ger-
ts. of .the genoral stafl, for the|

-departmen

of staff of the corps, ace mtroduc~d mto the

Thoy have to collect all Secrels of Leating an imaginary enemy with

imaginary troups, but on the actual ground
over which they travel.

Officers of the general staff have a chanee
for a somewhat quicker promotion in peace
time, but no higher p1y whatever.

The third staft corps are engineers. There
must naturally be a much gieater number
of engineers than what woulil he indispen-

man armies. But hiere dlso the practical

| branch of military administration ax youny
| men, like others.who engage i ¢ivit aduuin-
| istration, and they are trained, and pass gl
| professional examinations, like. other civil
oificers of the government. O! course the
army looks upon them as an indispensable
nuis nee, to be abused if anything goes
wrong, to be thanked for ‘nothing, und bLy
way of a joko they call them ¢ meatavorms, *
In tact, their thorough training, thair poriect
knowledge of their business, snd the very
strict control to which they ars subjucied,
make them i exceedingly able body.  The

pirposeof sirvesing ; and mostly from these, duty with these battalions alternates with duties af quetermaster aud coimmbsiry. are
duties connected with estimatng. building, jointly taken care of by this corps, with the
repairing of fortifications,-and tho study of assistunce of the train-battalions, a strictly

vacanciss in the goneral staff are filled. Ono |

particular feature ought to be mentioned.



