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The Cheerful Christian,
nY REV. DR. GIEKLE, BATHURST, XE\Y SOUTI1 \WALES.

Our readora will read the following sormon with much of the
interest attached to an honored name, The preacher belongs toa
romurkable family, each son of which has caryed out for himself o
high place on tho roll of fame. Dr. Cunningham Geikie, as the
learned and popular author, 1'r. Archibald Geikie, ns the master in
the scienco of geology, Dean Geikio of Toronto, as the mtrepid and
distinguished medical educationist ; and the author of the sermon
hero given, ns ono of the most prominent and successful ministers
of the Church with which ho is connected. A family record truly
to be proud of and on a par with some of the most remarkable
that even Scotland can produce.

** Bo of good cheer; I havoovercome the world.”— John xvi. 33.
An old divine says, **Christ's victory is a Christian's triumph,
for, as He overcome evil and all 1ts results, so shall His peoplo by
Him, and in Him be cnabled todo. Therefore, such may be of
good cheer.” ~ This phrase, * Be of good cheer,” occura occasionally
in our Lord’s intercourse with men, as this 18 recorded for us.
‘Thus, in Matt. ix. 2, Ho said to the palsicd man who lay at His
fect, ** Son, bo of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.” ** When
the disciples saw Him walking on the sea they were troubled,
saying ‘it is a Spirit,” and thoy cricd out for fcar. But straight.
way Jesus spake unto them, saying, * Bo of good cheer; 1t1s1;
bo not afraid.’” So also in the text, when He had been telling
thor of the sorrows which awaited .hem through many tribula-
tions, He uscd tho samo words, **Be of _ood cheer,” and the
thought thus suggested sccms to be, that at all tumes 1t 18 the duty
and intorest of Christinus to be both of good cheer, or heart, and
of good courage; to keep up o delight and confidence in God
whatever presses, and a good hope, whatever threatens ; sorrowful
indeed, but always rejoicing, know that all 18 10 good hands.

Wrnting to the Philippians Paul says, ** Let this mind Lo in
you which was always in Christ Jesus,” and we know what this
mind was.  “ Thiymind,” of which Paul spoke was the whole
tone and all the thoughts of our Lord. He had a nund, and this
had o character of its own.  Hohad opinions, and these wero defi
nite. Onall the relationships of man to God and of God to man
Hcformed upinions, and on all His own donigs He hald unalterable
and unerring opintons. ‘Thus, the *mind of Christ” in its great
features, and the opinions of Christ in their great features, are all
before us  Thero are, however, lesser traits which do not so
clearly appear. His habits as a man are not promunently sct
forth. Minor ways and idiosyncrasics are not set forth. Wo sce
the Prophet and 1lia doctrines . wo ace tho Moralist and His rules;
wo ace the Son in relation to the Father ; we see the Priest in His
sacrificial work ; we sce tho Intercessor mn His meditation; we sco
all that economically belongs to His divinity and His humanity,
all that belongs to tho Father's glory and man's salvation; all
this is clear, but the unofficial and specially human features of the
Divine Man do not so promnently stand forth. No picture of
Him remains.  Wodo not know His height.  Wocannot tell what
were the tones of His voice, and His manners in dealing with His
fellows arc not recorded. But thesc also were part of the mind
that was in Chnst Josus. Thus, we never read of His being
moved to laughter. e was moved to tears, He was moved to
depression, awfully profound ; He was moved to mty; He was
moved toanger, but to laughter aot, so far ns we know. That He
smiled wo may well believe, for all good men smile, but beyond
this He scems not to have passed.  Nor in this gravity is Jesus
meant for our example. The guilt of the world was laid on Him:
the glory of His Father was entrusted to Him, and sufferings
which wo cannot understand wero laid on Hun; tho salvation of
mankind depended on Him.  His was a tremendous load, such as
no man hore before, nor shall bear again, and if when our own
load is great we grow grave, even so, as I believo the son of man
was grave.  Ordinary life has itslightncess, its gaicty, its abardon;
but tho lifo of Jesus could liardly know such relaxation. Tho
mighty responsibility which excluded this was in truth part

of His sorrow. He walked and spoke and looked as ono on whose
ahoulders rested the burden of hell and the hopes of heaven.
Nuch se~ms a just ennception of the constant aspect and attitude
of the Son of man,  So also, doubtless, there was a quict imposed
on Hiximmediate followers and {riends.  We read of His disciples
baing troubled with their mutual jcalousics, with their quarrels,
with thoir scl{-seeking, with their bursts of angor, with their
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various littleneeses, but, in His presenco, at least, gravity masterod
them all.  Even Judas Iscariot was silent in ull the hardness of
hic sin.  Just us our friends, when pressed with a great care, aro
honored by our decorum, so may we understand that our Lord
was honored by tho thoughtful ways of those who were 1n0st with
Him. Wo tind no traccof lightncss amongst the men who walked
with Him as Ho journeyed, any more than we find lightness with
them at the last supper, or before the Sanhedrim. The Spirit
of the Man of Sorrows overnwed them all and at all times. But
1t 8o overawed them that there was no severity 1n it all, but
incitement to the profoundest honor and the tenderest love,

f1is was tho gravenees of & God. Whilo then wo would feel
that the mirth which becomes ue well and is noeded for our bappi.
ness und health is not exhibited by our Lord, it ia surely never
forbidden, His word of ** gocd cheer * tells us that what He was
in thio rcapeot wo need not be. **Bo of good cheer. ¥ have over-
come the world.”” 1What then is the fashion which becomes a trae
follower of Christ * \We havo read in theee times of ** muscular
Christianity,’ and muoh folly has linked iteelf with the phrase.
All it lawlully meanps, however, is that manliness in action, in
speech and in conduct is quite compatible with true godliness.
For a time and with many thera was a notion from which religion
bas soverely suffered, that if & man became a Christian his manli-
pegs muaet be more orless laid aside ; that ke mutt no moroscem as
other men seem, 8peak as other men epeak, laugh as other men
laugh, amuso himsoelf us vilior men sinlessly may ; but that on the
other hand, not orly must he dopsrt from evil. but be muset throw
off his natnral habits and assume habits often wholly foreign to
thom, and which are supposed to bo peculiar to porsons of religions
life. Against this thero bas arisen a strong protest, and, while in
all things good men must avoid nredless offence and defy no rea-
sonable opiniop, still in the name of Christ and for the sske of
Christianity it is well that this protest against pretence and
unnaturalness ehonld be made. .

Mon may be cheerful Christians, stardy Christians, encrgetio
Christians, if only they be consistent Christians. ¢ Be of good
oheer; I bave overcome tho world.” Thas, when the holiest of
men are bappy, they will ehow their happioess in the ordinary
way, and laughter is one of the ordinary and most natural ways.
Carlyls gays that tho **man who cannot laagh is only * fit for
treasons, stratagems and spoils.' His whole lifo is already a
treason and a stratagem, Of nopesuch comes good,”” Thers i8 a
laughter which is brutal and there is the langhter of a fool, bat the
laughter of a gocd man, whose mind is at peace with God and with
men, if they wiil lot him, is tho outcome of qualities lying deep
down in the purest portion of hiseoul. I am pleading, not for
grimace, but for that cheerlaloess of habit which is & joy to its
posgessor, and shounld be a characteristio of any follower of our
Lord. *Bo of gocd chneer; it is I : be not afraid.” There are
mapy things which mako ue afraid, and wo aro afraid abont many
things which shonld not afright ne. But a Christian man is a
in the govornment of all thinge in the hand of his Redecmer, and
surely be may, whon he is cast down, wrestle against undue des.
pondency. Thero are stormy nights and stormy days: there are
cloudless and thereo are cloudy skies; thero are glassy seas, and
there are great green waves which threaten to engalf; there are
dows which beautify the morning, and thero are mornings which
ara tho ontcomo of sleepless nights and which asher in hours of
weeping , there aro meetings too happy for epeech, and there are
partiogs where speech cannot be; thore are lonesome walks by the
#ca, when nought is heard bat tho sullen dash of salt, salt waters,
and nothing econ but a sky lowering into darkness. Then, Oh,
then doth the Master come! And then, Ob, then, may the Master
ocome! And then, Ob, then, lot us hear Him eay It is I; be not
afraid; bo of good cheer.” The palsicd man was too weak to rise.
His bollow face had heavy wrinkles and his oycs bad a wistfal
look, and the Christ saw it all and felt it all and knew all that i
meant. He would fain bo well. Bat conld he ever again rise from
that bed, and could bo ever again walk as other men walked, and
eneak a6 other men spoke, and act as othor men acted, and be glad
88 othor men were glad? Would ho onco again clasp bis child in
bis arms and dandle it on his knees? Would he ever again sing
a5 hs followed the plongh, or bargain ashestood at his atall? Would
he ever again earn an honest man's bread? And tho answer was
* Bow, be of good cheer,” while 8in was pardoned and ho walked—a
man orect, to his own home. Tho cares ol & sinning natare at
timos aro very heavy, very opproesive ; nay, more, they threaten to
overwhelm ; but thon comes thoe word ** Be of good cheer; I have
ovorcomo tho world,” Yes, Ho has ovorcoms, and His people shall
also overcomo. Thoeir fortnnes are linked with His life, and as the
ages pass on He is always their Savioor. So thoy are eafs, and
may throw off their dread and go on assured and o? * good cheer.'
Whetber, thep, we look at this life or at tho next, the words of
Christ apply, and wo should scek to walk, not in gloom, not in foar
pot in cowardly ehrinking, not in despair ; wo shounld travel in faith,
and ofton say. a¢ wo pray for His belp, *“Itis I ; bo not afraid ; bo
of good cheer.” How diffcrent is the thonghtless manner of tho
unreflecting man of the world, or the stolidity of tho unfesliog, or
the astoicism of the cold, strong man, from the invited confidonce
of him who, knowing every difficulty, quivering with every eorrow,
bowing under overy weight, nevertholess lifts up his head, knowing
that God is on bis right band g0 that ko ehall nos bo groatly moved.
Ho is of good cheer, for, poor and miserablo and blind and naked
as ho is in himeelf, ho yet knows that greater is Heo who is for
bim than all they that bo against him, and that his Elder Brother
will bo his enn and shield, will givo him all needfal grace, and will
at last bring him into that glory which will bo all-sufficient, even
should ho sit on tho lowest eeat in tho templo above. Afay weo
then, twhilo wo pass on, over look to our Great High Pricst avd
** Bo of good cheer.”
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