
JOSEPII ALLEINE.

low ; drew prayers, toars, and lamientations, both by word and lettor from
hlmi." Lifo, ho told the people, wus itot ta bc spont in saintly revcrie, and
"Ieligion was JIot a thing that kncw only liow to kacoel, but not to walk or

work."
lis personal habits wcre notoworthy. Mbon in heulth, "eho did constantly

rise ut or before four of thc dlock." It greatly troubled hini il' lic hourd
"c rtallsmone" ut work bofore lie was ut communion with God. Froni four tilI
eiglitlio spent in prayer, holy contemnplation and singing of psahus. Sonie-
tinties hie would lay asido the usual round of engagement,, and devoto a wholo
day ta thlesge exorcises of'privato devotion. Die lied "la poct.'s love of nature,
but only along wvith a Puritan's love of the Bible." Ilis chiarueter and 111e
were not only irrepronehable but excînplary. Hie hund "lun iîîdeseribable
gravity and look o madresulting froia a mnd evor iii awo boforo God.'
le was wondrously gencrous, giving lurgely as a, constant habit, and acknow.
ledging overy special uîercy by a I-thiank-offering." Bis schiolastic labours
and attainmoents werc by no meaans aliglit. Ho cxcolled in "lthe thrce ]an-
guages whicb Christ sunctified àtt tic cross," and bectaine ncquuintcd with
muli of thc learning eontaincd in more C'aun one living language. le w rote
a volumninous theologieal work i Latin, attained a considerable skill in unato-
iny, and besides the IlAbîmaii" already udvca'ted to, becamo the author of a
nuitiber of tracts and troatises on pructical and expcrinaontul religi on.

Aftcr the liestoration, a series of perseoutions bogan to be directcd Dauinst
the 1>uritaris, notwitlistandiug t'là royal pledgo thut no man should be "1dis-
quited or called in question for differences of opinion in matters of religion
whioh do not disturb the peace of the kiagdom." The clouda grew darker
and thieker, until ut longtla they burst in the passage of the IlAct of Uni-
forniit.y." Dy tais infamous nionsuro, every ministor who was not propured
to "ldeclare openly and publiely bis unfeigned assent and consent to every
thing, contained in thec Booki of Coinmon P-rayer" was deprivcd of bis charge,
and cornuanded te preach no more. This Act, "lby strango futality or daring
defiance," was ta take effect front the feast of St. Baârtholomow, Au-. 2-4, 1662.
Froui that day, two tlmousand of Bngland's worthiest nainisters, touk their
station in the ranks of Nonconforinity. Jos6ph Alleine vas among thcm. He
loved bis work, and wvns tenderly uttached to bis Taunton flook. It was
thought by niaiiy, evon by lais own wife, thut ho would conforin, Ilho oftcn
saying that lie would not louve bis work for sinuil and dubious mattors." But
those, clauses of --lunfeignted assent ~..Iconsent" were too naucli for one in
whose spirit there was no guile. He <'iZ saot believe every thing contained in
the Prayer B3ook, and to say UnIrt lie eid, were To LIEý. Thtis was the alterna-
tive pitrpo.qely put before thoee noble men of whom the profigate Bishop
Sheldon saui, "w îe i/l înake (hem all knaves if t/n'y co>form." But thoy
were mn of uneomprouuising conscicntiousues. They could be maude miar-
tyrs, but not knac'es. No doubt sorne keaves werc made by the Act in ques.
tion, when it first camue iuta force, and it may bie doubted whctber it bus ever
tended to the promotion of moral bonesty froua that day down ta our own *
for lot it not be forgotten, -il is stii in force. Some mon from education or
otlîerwise, eat iv thIl "unfeigned asseut and consent" with perfect honesty,
but what of such as muust sophistieute conscience with far-fetched explana-
tiens, and inward reservations. The present position of many ln the FEstali-
lishmnt 18 miost painfui to cozteiplate. What shall be said of the man of


