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The report which has just been presented to the

Lorndon Missionary Society by Albert Spicer, Bsq.,-
y v Y . lance and degradation of the female population mases

and Rev. Wardlaw Thompson, the deputation who
have visited the stations of the society in India, is one
of the most valuable documents of its kind which has
appeared for 4 long time. The fulness of its informa-
tion, the extreme thoughtfulness with which every
‘question connected with missionary work is handled,
and the soundness of judgment by which its recom-
mendations are characterized, all entitle it to the
wost earnest consideration of the church. IFor our-
selves we hope that it will mark an era in the great
work of the society in India. With this view we pro-
pose to give some of its most important passages,
especially those which are most likely to be useful to
the general reader.

INDEPENDENT. 11

“ All over India, north as well as south, the rural
population of low caste are accessible by Christian
females, though they turn their daughters’ labour
to account at too early an age to consider education
of much value. There is, therefore, abundant room
in every direction for Christian work by} women
among women and girls, and the deplorable®ignor-

such work of pressing urgeney.
At the same time, in view of the increasing atten-

.tion given to the subject of female wmissions by the

constituents of the society, it is desiralie that the work
should be established on sound principles. It must
be borne in mind that, in proportion ito the extent of

. work possible for each worker, Zenana work seems

to be the most expensive form of agency employed by
the society. Itis not possible for any Zenana visitor
to visit, on an average, more than five houses a day ;

.so that, if she pays weekly visits to her pupils, she

strict ourselves to some extracts on ¢ Female Mis-

sions.”
¢ It is searcely necessary to inform the Board that

can have at most only ¢hirty houses under regular

In the present number we re- Visitalion ; comsequently, either a large number of

missionaries or a large stafl of assistauts is required if
much work is to be done in the houses. Girls' scheols

"are also necessarily more costly than voys' schools of

the Zenana work carried on by the female mission-
aries, or by Bible-women under their direction or that -
of the wivesof missionaries, was necessarily beyond our

inspection. Into the privacy of & woman’s portion of

a Hindoo house no male stranger is allowed to pene- |

trate. e were able, however, freely to visit the

girl’s schools, and were much pleased with the abun-: ¢
‘of a town if any large number are to be brought

dent evidence they afforded of the intelligence and

progress of the children, and of the growth of a:

desire on the part of the people that their daughters, 3
-the pupils and to take them home again. Again,

should participate in the benefits of education.

‘Throughout the South India Missions and in Travan- '

core, and also in OCalcutta, the giris’ schools are a

most striking and encouraging feature in the work:

which is being done by the agents of the society.
South India the prejudice against the education of

In:
,should be a standing rule that two or more ladies

1

femeles seems almost entirely to have disappeared,’

and there appears to be no difficulty either in obtain-

-ing admission for ladies into the homes of the highest
ccastes or inducing parents belonging to these castes to .

send their unmarried daughters to school, and also to
pay fees for their education. In North India, with

the exception of Caleutts, opinion is not so advanced, '
and the prejudice is very much stronger; and it may '

for some time to come be dificult to pursuade many,
except those of the lower castes, to send their daugh-
ters to school, even without the payment of any fee.

the same grade and with the same number of pupils.
Boys can be gathered from considerable distances into
one building with & single staff of teachers, but social
prejudico prevents girls of respectable families from go-
ing far from home ; they can rarely be induced to go
farther than the nextstreet. The consequence is that
several achool buildings are required in diffevent parts

under instruction ; and, in addition to the teachers, it
is necessary to empioy women in each school to feteh

it does not scem desirable that a lady misgionary
should become permanently a boarder in the house
of & married couple, nor is it expedient that young
unmarried ladies should live alons. We think it

should be sent to work and live together. This, how-
ever, will involve in every case the purchase or erec-
tion of another house or a constant rent charge.
‘‘Coupling with these facts the consideration thatthe
appeal for speciel help in carrying on female work is
likely to become general in all the great eastern mis-
sions of the society, and that the Board has slready to
meel such appeals with the two-fold difficulty of the
lack of funds and deficiency of suitable agents, we

-have been led to enquire whether any part of the

But the Zenanas in North India are being opened in

inereasing pumbers for the visits of Christian teach-

rs, and ladies with some kinowledge of medicine have ;
special opportunities of doing good, and & grateful
‘ descent, who are familiar with the native languages,

welcome ig accorded to them.

work can be done more economically than by send-
ing out Buropean ladies to every station, and we have
a strong conviction that there is no reason why this
should not be. We find that in North India there are
many earnest, educated Christian ladies, of Eurasian



