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THE WOOLEN TABIFF.

The tariff on textiles has been the subject of a
great deal of taik, and dues not satis[y either the dry
gouds trade or the rnanufacturers. A constiderabie
section of the dry goods trade want more reductions,
'while the great majority of the nianufacturers feel out-
raged at the changes made.

In common with a large proportion of Canadians,
this journal bas always advocated a moderate tarif!, and
lias held that this country has been the gainer rather
titan the loser by refusing to foliow the iead of the
United States in this respect. We have shown that
the policy of keeping prime raw materials on the free
list, mnakes our textile tariff, with ail its fauits, a fair
more rational one than the American. But, so far as
it touches woolen goods, our tariff has had a very weak
point- it gives no protection to the manufacturer of
ready-made clothing .(includmng in that term ladies'
garments and ail apparel made up froni piece goodb).

Keeping in tmmd this wealcness, we maîntain that
the proposed reduction in the woolen tariff entauls a
double injustice to the Canadian manufacturu r. It lets
in a class of goods essentially undesiralile even from
the consumers' point of view, and at the sarne time it
strangles in their bitth any attempts nmade to establish
bomne nianufacturing in the niany lines of ready.
rnâde goods that cotuld be made here if there ivas a fair
rnargin of protectirin ovf r the duties now existing on
piece goods. Apart froni piece goods, tht re are over
$2,ooo.ooo worsh of ready made goods imporied ta

Canada annhtaily, and if otîly litaf of tis wvere lmde
up at borne, sec wvlat aut aniiit o! iabt anti
capital nîiglît bc enîpioyed in tits xvork alonc'. to s.Ly
notuî:ng of the extra consumption of home inantifcttureti
cioths. Much of this cloth, it is truce, votiid lie of a
kind not made in Canada, but even here the importa-
tion of the cloth xvotild benefit the dry goods importer,
wheceas the cloth now îrnported in thu sitapeo ut a eady-
made garment benefits îîobody but the Gernian itiaker.
These facts are generaiiy lost siglit of by tiiose whio
oughit to understand the bearings of th is quest ion. Coni-
sidering the aitered condition of foretgn iiianutfauttriiig,
the proposed reduction in woien goods is aitogetit i to>
sweeping, and contains no compensation for the
horne manufacturer.

Another consideration evidentiy not digested b>' the
frarners of the tarifi is this:- In the cotton trade the raw
niaterial is a foreign product, and the crippling of the
cotton milis wouid not darectiy affect any agricultural
interest : while, on the other hand, the extinction ofoaur
wooien industry would aiso ruin the Canadian wool
business. 0f ail the vast qrîantity o! wooi consumed
hy our xvoolen milis, about two thirds is homne gruwiî
wool. Legisiate fort the rui nation of o ur xvoolcn iiils, and
what will the Canadian farmer do with is xvool ?
What kind of a market wotild he find abroad under
present conditions, considering that thotîsands o! pounds
o! American xvooi have corne into this market xitin
the past three months to dispiace bis ovn ?

Hîtherto the Canadian farnier has becn able to
seil his wool ait homne, at a better price tlian lie cotîld
get ahroad, and get back cioth strongly made, and
comparatively unaduiterated with shoddy. t'nder the
proposed order of things hîs wool will go dowîi
in price, and the cloth he wears, xvhile perhaps. a
little ciîeapcr, wiII be more thuan correspondingiy poorer,
for if the tariff carnies in its preseîît shape, tliose Cana-
dian manufacturers who have the capital will onty hiavc
to meet European competition xvith European inethods
o! manufacturtng. Tiîey xviii have to introduce inaclît-
nery especialiy adapted to work up slîoddy and clîcapen
the cost of production. Added to tdits, they xviii prolba-
biy have to redtice wagcr. So wkica the farier ]oses
his best imarket for wuol, wheîî hoaine manufactuîring
is curtailed, when the standard of quality ini Canadian
goods is Iowered, and wages reduced, how xviii the
ivhole account stand ?


