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port of an immense expression like
this, " the end of ai] tlîings;.' The
-death of a hunian creature. lieliever
ýor unbeliever, is onl'v one thing in
itself ; in rnany.a c@M not relativelv
a large thjng, howevr iîîipurtant to
the indivi<tual, and theretbre has no
pret1enson to be taken aLs the grand
expositorv fact, which, like a key,
-%vill unlock the fuit nicaning of our
phirase. Indeed, it is reinarkable
iiov siniîal a part deatit in itsiclf plays
in the Seriptures. At any rate it
occupies, relatively, a verv sinall
place. Not iii the~ whole Bbedo
we flnd a phrase like that w'hich so
,often occurs Inour mnodern religlousi
teachin-"-ý It iýi a solen-in thing to

<le"Soinehiow, dcath did flot !,eemn
to strike the sacred wvriters in thp.
way ; although1 none of thein, per-
'haps, wvould have qnestioned the
truth of the statemnent if it had
been set hefore thein. Knowing, its
importance, &nd feeling its solein-
nity, the fact remains that they (11(
flot represent it and speak of it iii
vour way. The nuere article of dIving,
for instance, is nothing to themn.
They neyer mention it. CThev seemi
to have a calm, loftv irezr of it -
as thoughl they would by' their si-
lence say,' " 1eath ? ThA doe, flot
inatter---the how, the when, the
where. It is but falling asleep once
again; the waking to ho someivhere
else. Be solicitous chiefly about
living well. (lare not for the (lying.
GIod wili care for that." Accord-
ingly, we hiave flot in ail the Bible
a single death-bed scene in the mno-
demn sense of that phrase. We
have in the Qld Testamaent the pat-
riarchs, when they feel the sands of
life sinking low, thering their
sons about thern ani their',hildreni.

and instruction as t)i their dity'.
But they say littie about theiiiselveq.
and littie is said about thein by the
sacred historian. " Re died and
was ýathore4l to hi.4 people," is l
that is said of one and anotiier, and
anothr-the teaching of such sil-
ence hein , -They dicd as they
Iived." T at is the only true and
safe teaching. The idea of living
in one wvay, keeping in view and in
reserve, as it were, the possibility of
dlying in another, hardly seeins to
have struck thern. There is a solemn
and alm. attractive beauty Ini
those calm, muiajestic,un-,elfish scçne,
in which some of the Ohi. Tcstainent
saints passed away froin this Iitè.
with none of the trouble and the
,;veeping, and the heart-breaking
sor.-ow which corne so often to poor
mortals who live on the lower plains
of life, in their partings from each
other at death. Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob have taught the worid
many crreat lessons, but none more
perfectly, aithougTh with so little
ostentation, than how to die. Nor
i.s there any change perceptible
when we p&ss into New Testament
times. Who can tell us where, or
wvhen, or how the aposties died ? lia
a general way we- know the end of
one or two of the twelve, and that
is ail]. The very first death record-
ed of a believer in Cnrist after the
Ascension ha.9 solnethiri of the
pathos and grandeur of his own.
In the midst of a shower of stoneïs
la:shed from. malignant bands, Ste-

phen kneels dow-n in prayer, and-
oh, wonder -"flsasleep." Paul
iý- "cready Vo bw, offered," and that is
ail *we know. Peter, soiiewhere,
4. tretches forth his hands, and is
bound by another, and carried whi-


