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NUMBER I

wIf I foryet thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand torget her cunning—DPsalm 137, 4-5.

SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE
QUEEN AT BALMORAL.

(By the Rev. Prncipal Tulloeh.)
THE DIVINE FATHERIHOOD.

#0ur Father which art in heaven."—MATT. vi. 9.

The Lord’s Prayer touches all hearts
by its simplicity and comprehensiveness.
Its old familiar words come home to us
with & livinz meaning in comparison
with which all other words of prayer are
cold. 'The more we use them, the more
we feel what true, healthy, happy words
of prayerthey are. They arethe eatholie
words of prayer for Christendom—the
few heaven-taught syllables which unite
the hearts of ‘the faithful evervwhere;
and amidst divisions of opinion’ and
diversities of service, in parish church
and cathedral choir, draw the hearts of
God's children together, and inspire them
with a common feeling ot brotherhood
as they say  Our Father. They are
the dear words ot prayer in childhood,
when the mind as yetonly vaguely under-
stands what the heart with its deeper in-
stinct owns ; when the Quman realities of
father and mother interpret the solemn
language, and make its awe pass into
swectness.  And in after years, when we
may have learned many torms of prayer,
and seught a varied expression tor the
varied wants ot life, the old beautiful
words come back to us, as far more 1ull
of meaning —more adequate in their very
amplicity—than all we have otherwise
learned ; and we realise the truth so nesr

to the centre of all relicion, that the
child’s heart is the hivhest offerine we
can offer unto God—holy and aceent-
able in His sight.

The opening words »t the praver—
*Our Father which art in heaven "—form
the kev-note from which all the rest starts
and to which they lead up.  Let ws t'vin
a simple. unsvstematic way to find the
nmeaning ot the words.  ‘This meaning in
a certain sense is not far to seek.

The words of the tex unfolds
aspects o truth.

I. Fatherhood

IT. Common Fatherhood.

1. Pertect Fatherhood.

The idea of Father is the generi: ides
of the text.  We are taught to pruy to
God as our Father. ** After this manner
ve shall pray,” our Lord taught Iis dis-
ciples. Ile had been speaking ot the
hypoeritieal prayers of the Pharisees 1n
the synagogues and in the corners ot the
streets ; and of the - vain repetitions” of
the heathen, thinking ¢ they shall he
heard for their much speaking™ He
unfolds a higher coneeption of prayer as
a living communion f spirit with spirit,
of children with a Father. There was
nothing absolutely new in this concep-
ton of Divine Fatherhcod. No novelty
is clmimed for the conception. Even the
heathen bhad spoken of the supreme
Deity as ** the Father £ C Rlen."
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And in the prophetical writings of the
Old Testament, the idea frequently ap-
pears. *‘Doubtless,” suys Isaiah, “Thou
art our Father, though Abraham be
ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge



