
464 THE MESSENGER OF~ THE SACRED HEART j
Madame Alacoque, lier miother, had for sonie time been iii

ill-health. She feit herseif quite unable to fulfil lier dutiies
as head of the bouse. She therefore took into lier family
various relatives of bier busband and hier own, and two or
three old married servants. Into tbe bauds of these new
corners. she gave iiot only hier autllority, but hier bouse and
inoney, ail tbat she possessed, so that slie and hier daughter
ivere dependent on tbemi for the miere necessaries of life.
And the new-comers, far fromn bestowing any care on Marg-
aret and lier niothier in return, soon clainied absolute
autbority, and behaved witb the greatest cruelty towards
botb. Margaret was so fully under the control of tbiese
people that she could flot leave the biouse without thieir
permission, wbicb was often refused. She biad no ciothes
to wear, and shie found bierseif oftentinies obliged to borrow
somne covering to go to Mass in. To keep berseif froni
starving she biad often to beg a miorsel of bread. 'Lf, wben
refused permission to visit thie Blessed Sacramient, sbe
sbowed bier sorrow, she was taunted and accused iii tie most
ignoble manner of biaving made other appointmients. If
she bid bierself for a short tinie iin tbe garden or stable to
weep and pray undisturbed, shie was greeted or, lier returui
witb a torrent of abuse for liaving neglected thie care of tlue
chidren, or otiier inanual w'ork, wbiichi lad been set for lier
to do. Shie passed lier days amiiongý the servants, and bier
niglits iii weeping. Ail this sufiering, witb far more, wbicli
bier humility bas only hiinted at, was sent bier to wean lier
f roi tbe love of the wvorld and to draw bier more closely to
God. It seeied a bieavy punishinent for xvbiat w'e shotuldt
termi ber sligbt infidelities to grace.

How inany lessons after ahl does it teach us of tbe jealouls
love of God anud the purity He requires in His saints. tc

When wue find sucb a bistory as these twô years of aliguishi. VC

wbetber,we regard it as a punisbmient for negleet of grace. W
or as a trial to prepare a soul for future favors, we begin w
to see dixnily the uphili road to, sanctity. c


