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Church which lias set in the very foregroind of lier Book of Articles this dog-
matic and unalterable declaration that nothing whatsoever is to be required
of any man to be believed that cannot be clearly proved thereby. In the
second place, sir, 1 make this affirmation, because 1 hold moat strongly that
that other book which is so dear to us as Churchmen, namely, our Book of
Comnion Prayer, reflecta not airnply the broad, general, and more than any
other in existence, tone and spirit, but represents the ipisina verba of the
Word of God itself. From beginuing it is f uli of -these utterances and these
words; moreover placed there on the very principle on which the Bible So-
ciety is founded, namely, the Bible uithout note or comment. In the third
place, sir, this statement of mine is capable of eindication because when I look
for one moment across the broad Atlantic I find*tlit the parent Society, the
British and Foreign Bible Society, is in a very peculiar sense a Church of
England Society. 0It numbers, and has always numbered in the past, among
its patrons the loftiest offices and dignitaries of the Englisli Church. And I
find, inoreover, on examizling the constitution by which it i8 governed, that
that constitution require* that nearly one-haif of the membership of the wotk-
ing committee of this grand old Society 18 to be composed of clergy and laity
drawn from lier ranks. While speaking in this connection 1 cannot omit to
mention one fact which is of very grave.,and happy significance at the present
moment. Not merely the Churcli of England, but the whole of ChriBtendomi,
has been called within the lust few nionthB to deplore the loas of one of the
*greateBt and beat nf men that ever falled the Chair of St. AugustiUe. Tears
have been shed for.his death from multitudes of eyes that neyer perhaps
have opened our Book of Commnon Pray.er. la it flot a very significant fact
that when Archbiahop Tait was. called to preside over the Diocese of London
his very fi'rst aud foremost official act was to give in bis 1ov"ing, loyal hearty
adhesion to the cause of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and thereby
proclaim to the ivorld at large as with trumpet voice that however widely wu
may ditfer on certain ecclesiastical views and tîjeories, however true it may
be that as yet and possibly for sonie time in the future there are barriers
which prevent us worahipping exactly at the same altars, yet clown deep be-
neatli aIl these variations of theological thought and sentiment we cati dis-
cover one common grouud where ahl who, love the Lord Jesus Christ in truth
and sincerity can nieet together, look in one another's faces as brethren, ex-
tend to one another the band of Christian-fellowship, and stand shoulder-to-
shoulder co-operating ini one and. the same, the grandest of ail causes, the cir-
culation of the Word of Divine Truth, from which the Church of England,
Methodists, Baptiats, Preabyterians and ali others who own the name of Christ
in coznmon draw the convictions wbiclu they hold so dear. (Applause.)

Coming more especiaUly froin these to the terms of the resolution which,
has been placed ini my keeping, 1 desire to caîl attention for a few moments,
and not at any great length-in fact, air, 1 feit as the Rev. Dr. Eahl took
bis seat that the interest of this meeting would have been better consulted
had it come to a close just then, in order that the deep and pregnant im-
pressions produced by his great and weighty words of counsel might go with
every unember of this congregation, and bear ripe fruit for the Society and
for the glory and honour of God in the future. At the risk however of, wliat
I might say cauuing a temporary forgetfulness of those impressions, trusting
that they may corne baok and remain with you permanently, I de to, Cali
your attention for a moment to the ground on wlich this resolutio*kes an
appeal to Canadians in behaif of the Bible, in order that they may be quick-
ened.pnd roused to greater iiftrests in its behaif, and to, a greater desire ta
senci it to the teaching of others whom as yet it ha& net reached. That
ground is, the temporal and spiritual blessinge which we Canadians are ai-
zready in possession of. >ow, sir,_that brief statement opens up a grand


